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. .  
I NTRO@UCT I ON 
I__-- 

. .  

The purpose of the  Comprehensive Plan i s  t o  c r e a t e  a p l a n n i n g  framework f o r  
Myersto;:n based  on the Borough's ex. is t in5 copdi t ions ,  physical problems and 
poten t ia l  f o r  futcire  deve'!opmeot. This fram*to:.k w i l l  a l ' !eviate  o r  el lminate 
these problems and g i v e  d i r e c t i c n  t~ the  ,cominiinity's f d t u r e  growth apd de-' 
velopmcnt.. 

By analyzing and eva?uat ing the. cur ren t  and past  growth t rends ir!  Myerstown 
and the  Lebanon Metropolitan Area, i t  i s  poss ib le  t o  for,esee and d i r e c t  fu tu re  
development of  the  Borough. Pol ic ies  t o  guide th= community's jrowth i n  an 
order ly  and e f f i c i e n t  manner' can be formulated and presented i n  a Ccmprehcnsive 
Plan. T h i s  plan w i l l  assure  t h a t  a s  t h e  Borough Srows and beccmes more intensely 
developed, i t s  ex i s t ing  amenities w i l l  be preserved and enhanced to  the grc-atest . 

extent  possible .  The t.ax. base can t h i l s  grow, e n a b l  i n g  Hyerstovm t o  cndertake 
irnprovenent.~ which were postponed or  t h a t  have become necessary a s  a r e su l t  
of past  g'rowth a s  we1 1 a s  those improvements which w i  1 1  giride and acc:ornmodate 
new 9 rowt ti. 

Demands f o r  municipal 
a n d  becomes wore developed. Therefore,  t he  underlying object.ive of the  Com- 
prehensive P l a n  is t o  assure  t.he order ly '  grokjth a n d  development of the Corough 
i n ' s u c h  a way t h a t  municipal se rv ice  cos t s  be minimized while prope'ty valiles 

. .  

improvements a r e  known , t o  increase as the  community, grobjs. 

and the  q:.ial i t y . o f  investivent w i l l  be protect.ed. . .  

I .  

Spec i f i ca l ly ,  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Myerstown can expect t o  obtain the follewing 
bene f i t s  from the  adopticn and  use of the  Deveboprnsnt P l a n :  

. .  . 
Co-ordi nat.ed Communi t v  DeveloDment 

Changes which take place w i t h i n  the  Borough a re  the  r e su l t  o f  hundreds 
of i n d i v i d u a l  p r iva t e  and  public dec is lons .  Without a p l m  t o  gulde t h e  
use cf land, a man may b u i l d  a house i n  an area which is  only appropriate  
f o r  industry,  or a school may be located where t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  chance of 
subs tan t ia l  res ident ia l  development. It i s  the  function of t he  Comprehensive 
Plan t o  ind ica te  how rntich change i s  l i k e l y  t o  take place w i t h i n  a given 
area  and t o  show where, variotis types o f  development shoci!d.take place i n  
order  t h a t  land values may b e  enhanced a n d  t he  general welfare  o f  the  c i t i -  
zens protected.  

Estab1 ishntent of a Plan Baced or! .- Fscts 

One grea t  advantage of 3 well-designed Ccmprehenslve P l a n  i s  t h a t  i t  per- 
m i t s  the i m p a r t i a !  ai ialysis o f  t h e  resources a n d  po ten t i a l s  of the community 
t o  t h e  advantage of the  en t l  73  conimLinlty. 
an int :erest  i n  l a n d  w i t h i n  the  cmrnunity. O n l y  i f  there  i s  an independeut 
i m p a r t i a l  a n i l y s i s  of the area can a l l  t he  l a n d  be expected t o  be brought: 
i n t o  opt i m u m  use. 

-______ 

-Everyone w i t h i n  Myerstown has 

i 



Proper F o r e c a s t i n g  o f  Needed Cofiiil-tLIni t y x p c r i c i i  t u r e s  

Borough and o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  s 

~ - ~ -  _._________ _________c__. 1 
8 
I 

Fiools, r e c r  t i o n  
areas, f i r e .  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a q d  c ; h r  r6crvl . -e i ;  car0:iot p l a n  e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  t hese  
developments w i t h o u t  knowing t h e  p o t e n t i a l  9 rowth  and development o f  t h e  area..  
I t  i s  t h e  purpose o f  t h e  Cornpr-e.:ierisIve P l a n  i o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  and e x t e n t  
o f  f u t u r e .  community requiren-,ent; i n  crdr:r. t + z t  long-range p l a n s  can b e  made 
for  l o c a t i n g ,  designing and f i n a n c i n g  such p r c j F c t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  o n l y  by  
hav ing  a program o f  a l l  f l i t e r e  rc.quir .mL?nts Ts ' i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  a t -  
t a c h  p r i o r i t i e s  t o  d i f f e r e n t .  ,'ev-s:ofnier,ts on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a c t u a l  need. 

Safeguard i n u t h e  - -  Taxp3e t -s  

i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  w a s t e f u l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  on e s s e n t i a l l y  unnecessary o r  i n -  
a p p r o p r i a t e  pub1 i c  f a c i  1 jties, t axpayers  must know the Borough Plan. T h i s  
w i l l  permi t then1 t o  measure a1 1 proposed dc!vc:lopriier\ts a g a i n s t  f u t u r e  communi- 
t y  g rowth  and needs. 

P rov ide  a Guide f o r  t h e  P r i v a t e  --- I n v e s t o r  

' B u i l d e r s  and deve lopers  who a r e  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
commercial and i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  must be g ive r )  some g u i d e  as t .o t h e  p r o -  
Rosed d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  conirncnity's g r o v t h  and p l a n s  w i th  respec t  t o  schools ,  
p laygrovnds,  s t r e e t s ,  and o t h z r  community f a c i l i t i e s ,  i f  they  a r e  t o  make 
w ise  dec i s ions .  Nor tgage l e n d e r s  must b e  Qive r i  assurance t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  
wh ich  t h e y  f i n a n c e  a r e  n o t  l o c a t e d  i n  areas wh ich  may become b l i g h t e d  because 
o f  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  i n d u s t r y .  Government ag:?i?cies a r e  more i n c l i n e d  t o  i n -  
su re  or  guarantee l o a n s  on p r o p e r t i e s  i n  r n i i n i c i p a l i t i c s  where t h e r e  i s  sound 
p l a n n i n g .  A lso,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  i n v e s t o r s  a r e  g r e a t l y  m o t i v a t e d  by  t h e  t y p e  
of p l a n n i n g  i n  t h e  cornrnunity when choos ing  a rkas  i n  w h i c h  t o  l e n d  monies, 
Mortgage l e n d i n g  i s  long- term;  consequen t l y  anyone engaged i n  i t  i s  v i t a l l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f u t u r e  va iues  o f  p r o p e r t i e s .  P lann ing ,  o f  course,  can  do much 
t o  p r o t e c t  t hese  f u t u r e  va lues .  

. 

A t t r a c t  Commercial and I r i d u s t r - i a l  A c t i v i t i e s  

Large e n t e r p r i s e s  more and more a r e  l o o k i n g  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  a corn- 
rnuni ty  and i t s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  when s e l e c t i n g  a l o c a t i o n .  A p l a n  g i v e s  
them an unbiased s t u d y  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  co;xmunity on wh ich  t o  base r a -  
t i o n a l  d e c i s i o n s .  A p l a n  Suqrantecs i n d u s t r i a l  i s t s  t h a t  once t h e y  choose a 
l o c a t i o n  i n  keeping w i t h  t h e  Coinyr?CiensI\3 ? b i n ,  t h e i r  l a n d  and  improvements 
w i l l  be p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  encruacFment o f  o t h e r  t ypes  o f  l a n d  use. Therefore,  
t h e i r  investment  w i l l  be p r o t m t e d .  O i l  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a p l a n ,  t h e y  can make 
long-range f o r e c a s t  conce rn ing  t h e  fu?y , -e  of a community and a p p r a i s e  t h e i r  
owrt developments i n  the l i g h t  o f  such a f u t u r e .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  many i n d u s t r i e s  
wh ich  a r e  l o c a t i n g  i n  a r e a s  t4:m:ig!-io_it .;.he b:i: have as one o f  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  
1 oca t i ona 1 c r i t e r i'on sound r,oni,nrl n t y p 1 aria i n 9.. 

_I _-----__----- 
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Effect ive Protection. of f ' i .opet-9 -___ Values - 

An extremely important r e s u l t  o f  plaririing i s  t h a t  a1 1 1 s n c F w i t h i n  the  coni- 
m u n i t y  t e  assigned t o  a c e r t a i n  use,  and  the LISC t o  which . i t  i s  p u t  should 
r e f l e c t  the  highzst  3rd best use  o f  i a n d .  
t o  prot,ect t h ? t  lis? i n  order t h a t  the  oyner may receive the nis7xinium bkne-  
f i t s  from the property.- P \ a n n i n g  i s  the f r a m w o r k  w i t h i n  which property 
values may be protected q n d  sustaii-ied - a l w y s  recognizing t h a t  a l l  l a n d  
w i t h i n  the  coininunity bepefits fr-on) the provisiori of: ,xiequate and properly 
planned pub1 ic se rv ices  such a s  parks,  schools,  roads,  and  u t i  1 i t i e s .  

Create a Community I n  which C i t i z e n s  \,!ant t o  Live, \t!ork, arid Play 

. I -7 

It i s  t h e  func.tion o f  planning 

-F*----r-IC I --. , 7 - 1  

Planning should be a qieans of r ea l i i i r , g  the opinions of everyone concern- 
i n g  the  type o f  community they want. O n l y  i f  fhere  i s  p l a n n i n g  f o r  o r J e r -  
l y  developnient o f  a comuni ty  c a n  such a goql be achieved, Areas a r e  a l -  
ways changing. I f  t h e r e  i s  no plan t;o control the change, they may well 
develop i n  a fashion t h a t  prevents the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an area deyeloplng 
i n  a mannei- wh-ich would be object ionable  t o  the  community's c i t i z e n s .  

Create a CoinmuriiQ - Eliy-ible ---.---- f o r  Federal P,id 

The Federal Hoysing Act ( a s  amended) provides f o r ~  gr-an ts  and  loans'to ,as- 
s i s t  comqiunfties i n  redFveloping b ]  j g h t e d  areps.  
Federal Housing Adminis t ra t ion 's  operations authorize gran ts  and loans 
f o r  housing programs. 

s an i t a ry  and storm sewer systems. The Federal Government definitely has 
taken the  posi t ion t h a t  i t  w i l t  not h e l ~  communities r - h i c h  do  p o t  hqve 
a n ' a c t i v e  urban deve1,opmcnt program. 
a R l a n  f o r  fu tu re  laqd use. 

Cer ta in ' a spec t s  of t h y  

Fcdera.1 aiFf is a l so  ava i l3b )e  for  other  ,aspects o f  
the  compiiipity deyelopmcnt such a s  assist9rice w l  t 1 i t h e  ,cost of planning 

A key sec t ion  of  such programs is  

... 
I l l  
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ECOC!OMI C BASE 
_I-- 

Any a n a l y s i s  of t h e  economy o f  M y e r s t o w  must. a l s o  consider  t h e  aspects of t he  
r e g i o n a l  economy as  y e l l .  The economic w e l l  be ing o f  btyerstown r e s t s  no t  o n l y  
on t h e  p roduc t i ve  c a p a c i t y  o f  i ndust : r ia l  and commercial f i  yms l oca ted  w i t h i n  
t h e  Borough l i m i t s ,  but  a l s o . o n  the.amount o f  income t h e  res iden ts  o b t a i n  r e -  
gardless o f  where they work. These two segments form a l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  ec- 
onomic base of t h e  Borough and a r e  the s u b j e c t  o f  a n a l y s i s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  
Myerstown i s  analyzed i n  terms o f  i n d u s t r i a l  and commercial a c t i v i t y  and cqm- 
par lsons a r e  made w i t h  t h e  C i t y  o f  Lelanon.and the  County. 
o f  t h e  l abo r  f o r c e  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  0.f income i n  t h e  Borough ,and reg ion  i s  also 
analyzed. The p i c t u r e  t h a t  emerges r e f l e c t s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  Myerstown’s ec-’. 

The composi t ion 

I . onorny and i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  C i t y  Qf Lebanon and t h e  County. 

.. . INDUSTRl A L  ACI’I VlTY 

A review o f  t h e  number o f  manufactur ing f i r m s  and employees i n  1965 i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  .193 manufactur i  rig f i rms  i n  the  County w i t h  a t o t a l  employment: 
of 14,960. The t o t a l  number of people employed i n  manufactur ing i n d u s t r i e s  
i n  t h e  County i s  approx imate ly  39h of t h e  County l abo r  f o r c e  and 1@% of t h e  
popu la t i on .  
people, even though the Myerstown t o t a l  labor: f o r c e  Contains o n l y  1,482 peppl,e, 
Th is  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a number o f  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  manufactur ing f i r n i s  a r e  pro-  
bab ly  l oca ted  i n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  Myerstown and t h a t  these f i r m s  a t t r a c t  
employees from o t h e r  p a r t s  of  t h e  County who commute t o  work i n  Myerstown. 

The Borough o f  Myerstown canta ins 10 f i r m s  which employ 1,8115 

I . .  
Table 1 I 

Employment i n  Manufactur i  nq. I ndusQies 1965 
.. 

Number Nurnbe r 
of of  

Myerstown Borough 
Jackson Township 
C i t y  o f  Lebanon 
County of Lebarron (rema i nder) 

Employees % Firms % 
10 5.2 1,8%- 12.3 
8 4.2 282 1.9 
90 46.6 8,211 54.9 
& 44.0 . 4 , 6 2 2  2L9. 

193 loO.o”/, 14,966 100.0/, 

Source: Pennsylvania Dept.  o f  I n t e r n a l  A f f a i r s ,  
County I ndus t r y  Report 1965 

I 

I 

. .  I 
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I 
The. ten  f i r m s  loca ted  i n  i4yerstcwl-1 c o n s t i t u t e  over  5% o f  t he  t o t a l  number of 

.' manufact:uring f i r m s .  i n  t h e  County. The g r e a t e s t  ntimtler o f  f i rnis. i n  t he  County 
a r e  l oca ted  i n  the  C i t y  o f  Lebanon, which conta ins 90 f i r m s  o r  46.6"/, o f  t h e  
T o t a l .  
f o r  12.3% of t he  t o t a l  number of County employges, which i s  more than t w i c e  
t h e  percentage of f i r m s  l oca ted  i n  the  Borotigh. The C i t y  o f  Lebanon i s . t h e  
o n l y  o t h e r  area t h a t  has a higher,  percentage o f  employees than f i r m s .  
manufactur ing f i r m s  l oca ted  i n  Hyerstown t h e r e f o r e  employ on t h e  average more 
people per f i r m  thai? e i t h e r  Jackson Township o r  t h e  remainder o f  t he  County. 

I 
I 

The number of manufactur ing employees who f i n d  work i n  t4yerstown a'ccount 

The t e n  

. .  

Tab!e 2 

Number o f  Manufactur ing I n d u s t r i e s  
I 
1 By Types of Products 1965 

Prodvc t s  Myers town Jackson C 1  t y  of Remai nder of 

Food 
T e x t i  le 

Borouqh 7'wp. Lebanon County 
1 13 28 

8 5 
Apparel  1 

' ' Lumber 
' F u r n i t u r e  and F i x t u r e s  
Paper 
P r i n t i n g  and P u b l i s h i n g  2 
Cherni ca 1 s 1 
Petroleum arid Coal 
Rubber and-f4isc.. P l a s t i c s  1 
Leather 1 
Stone, Clay and Glass 

F a b r i c a t e d  Metal  
Machinery e x c l .  E l e c t r i c a l  . 2 
E l e c t r i c a l  Machinery E- Equip. 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Equipment 

;; f 

vi: .. . Pr imary Metal  2 

M isce l  laneorrs . I  

TOTALS 
, .. 10 

'2 

2 

1 

24 
1 

3 
1 1  
2 

3 

.- 
8 90 . 

1 4  
4 
1 
4 
6 
2 
1 
1 
5 
5 
2 
1 
5 

1 

85 

1 
I 
I 
I 
1 

Source: Pennsylvania Dept. o f  I n t e r n a l  A f f a i r s ,  
County I n d u s t r y  Report 1965 I 

Tab le  2 shows t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  I n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  f o u r  areas by t h e  types 
of products  manufactured. The 10 f i r m s  l oca ted  i n  Myerstown show t h e  heav ies t  
concen t ra t i ons  i n  p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g ,  p r imary  me ta l ,  and n o n - e l e c t r i c a l  
machinery. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  t oge the r  w i t h  Jackson Township t h e  
l a r g e s t  group Concentrat ions occur i n  chemical and n o n - e l e c t r i c a l  machinery 
products.  The C i t y  o f  Lebanon and t h e  remainder o f  t h e  County have t h e  heav- 
i e s t  concen t ra t i ons  i n  t h e  food  and apparel  ca tegor ies .  These two products 
account f o r  41% of t h e  t o t a l  number o f  f i r m s  i n  t h e  C i t y  of Lebanon and 50% 
i n  t h e  remainder of the County. The t h i r d  rank ing  ca tegory  i n  b o t h  l a t t e r  

I 
I ' .  - . . .  . . . . , . . . .  . ,  

1 
2 
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' 
areas  i s  p r in t ing  and publishing. There a r e  a l s o  q u i t e  a few manufacturing 
firms i n  t he  C i t y  of Lebanon and t h e  remairider of the  Coililty which a r e  p r s -  
duci ng text: i le and paper products, whereas nei  ther  Myers tawi? nor Jacksort T'own- 
s h i p  has any firms i n  these  c a t e g s r i e s .  

Manufacturing wages and s a l a r i e s  i n  i*iyerstoin/n amounted t o  $9,415,000 in 1965, 
which is 13.2% o f  t h e  Colrnty t o t a l .  
57.5% of the  t o t a l ,  followed by t he  remainder of t he  C o ~ n t y  and then Jackson 

'Township. 
t u r ing  to the averages per employee i n  eac.h a rea .  

T h e  C i t y  of. Lebanon ranks f i r s t  w i t h  

Table 3 below r e l a t e s  t o t a l  wages and t o t a l  value added by marnufac- 

Table 3 

Value of Productioq and Wages f o r  Manufacturing 
I n d u s  t r i es, l65 

Tota 1 Total Value Average Average 
Wages and Added by Wages and Va 1 ue 
Sa la r i es t.l arlu f a c t  u r e  Sa la ry /  Added/ 
($1,000) % ($1,000) % E m p u e  Em plLly ee 

Myerstown Borough 9,415 13.2 $13,335 10.1 $5,103 
Jackson Township 1,533 2 .2  4 , 059 3.1 5,436 14,394 

Cotlnty of Lebanon 

$ 7 , 2  2 8- 
- 

C i t y  oF Lebanon 40,888 57.5 77,572 58.8 4,980 9 , 447 

(rema i nder) K 2 7 4  27.1 36 ,871  - 28.0 4,170 m 
- Y TOYA LS $71, 110 100% $13 1,843 10% 

Source: Pennsylvania Dept. of I nterna 
C o u n t y  Irrdustry Report, 1965 

Affai r s ,  

..Although Myerstown generates over 13% D f  the  t o t a l  wages and s a l a r i e s  i n  t he  
, County, i t  cont r ibu tes  only l(X t o  t h e  value added by manufacture. The average 

wages per employee arid value added per employee. ind ica tes  t h a t  Myerstowi? ranks 
l a s t  i n  t h e  County i n  both respec ts .  The highest  average wage i s  i n  Jac.!con 
Township, which a l s o  has t h e  highest  average value added per employee. 
predominance i s  probably due t o  t h e  presence of t he  (jhitnicyer Laboratories,  
a pharmaceutical f irm which employees 200 people. T h i s  i s  equivalent t o  7i% 
of the t o t a l  number of manufacturing employees i n  Jackson Township. PharmaceLi- 

. t i c l e s  i s  a l s o  an industry t h a t  adds a h i g h  value t o  t h e . f i n i s h c d  product i n  
r e l a t i o n  to  the  raw material  cos t s .  The absence of any o ther  s i n g l e  la rge  
manufacturer i n  Jackson Township probably gives added w e i g h t  t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  
t h i s  s i n g l e  pharmaceutical establishment has 'on  the  averages.  Myerstown a l s o  
has a s i n g l e  la rge  pharmaceutical company, Bayer Laboratories which employees 
433 people; I n  Myerstown's c.ase, however, t h e r e  a r e  more employees i n  ott-,er i n -  
d u s t r i e s  which do not have as h i g h  an added manufacturing value as  pharmaceu- 
t i c a l s . .  It i s  l i ke ly  t h a t  t h i s  lowers the  average per employee i n  Myerstam, 
and diminishes t h e  favorable  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  industry may have 
had on the  s t a t i  s t i  ca'l averages. 1 t i s  , hodever, i n t e r e s t  i ng t o  poi n t  out t h a t  
these two establishments,  whic.h a r e  located w i t h i n  a few miles of eac.h o t h e r ,  a r e  
t h e  only t w o  pharmaceutical preparation firms i n  t he  County.. 

Jackson's 
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The t r e n d  i n  t h e  number o-f r e t a i l  establ ishments i n  Myerstown i s  running oppo- 
s i t e  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  Lebanon and the  Couaty as a whole. 
and 1963 the  number o f  r e t a i l  f i r m s  in Myer.sto;xn increased by 10. Dur ing  t h e  
same pe r iod ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  Lehanor! lost  93 r e t a i l  f i r m s ,  and t h e  County l o s t  132 
f i r m s  i n , t o t a l .  
these years.  

6etween.1958 

Table 4 shovvs t h e  n m e r i c a l  changes by business groups between 

From 1958 t o  1963 Myerstown a c t u a l l y ' g a i n e d  19 new r e t a i  1 businesses and l o s t  
n i n e  p r e v i o u s l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  f i r m s  f o r  a ne t  g a i n  of 10 a d d i t i o n a l  f i r m s .  The 
losses a r e  i n  t h e  general  merchandise group, e a t i n g  and d r i n k i n g  p laces,  and 
o t h e r  r e t a i l ! '  estab! is!ments.  ?he group t 3 a t  shows t h e  l a r g e s t  g a i n  i s  t h e  

food category, '  w i t h  the  a d d i t i o n a l  12 establ ishments.  G a s o l i m  s t a t i o n s  rank 
second i n  t o t a l  gains w i t h  f o i l r  new l o c a t i o n s ,  f o l l o w e d  by non s t o r e  r e t a i  1 
w i t h  a g a i n  o f  3 .  The l a t t e r  category inc ludes m a i l  o rde r ,  d i r e c t  s e l l i n g ,  
and vendi ng machi ne opera to rs .  

I t  

By c o n t r a s t  t h e  C i t y  o f  Lebanon and the  County b o t h  have t h e  l a r g e s t  d e c l i n e , '  
i n  t h e  food  category.  The second l a r g e s t  d e c l i n e  i n  b o t h  areas i s  i n  o t h e r  .' 

r e t a i l ,  f o l l o w e d  by f u r n i t u r e  and equipment s t o r e s  i n  t h e  C i t y  of Lebanon and . . . .  

by general  merchandise i n  t h e  County. The C i t y  o f  Lebanon has a decrease i n .  
every business group except lumber and hardware, which has an increase o f  3 
new f i r m s .  The one business group i n  t h e  County which i s  running c o n t r a r y  t o  
t h e  t r e n d  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  Lebanon and Myerstown i s  t h e  category e a t i n g  and d r i n k -  
i n g  p laces.  Myerstown and t h e  C i t y  o f  Lebanon l o s t  sever1 e a t i n g  and d r i n k i n g  . . 

p laces i n  t o t a l ,  whereas t h e  remainder o f  t h e  Co:!nty gained n i n e  o f  these es- 
tab1 ishments. 

The percentage increase i n  r e t a i l  sa les i s  g r e a t e r  i n  Myerstown than i n  e i t h e r  
t h e  City of Cc~un ty  of Lebawi-1. The $ ; , 9 3 O , G G O  increase i n  Myerstodn from 1958 
t o  1963 represents  a 35% g a i n  i n  re ta i .1  s a l e s .  The corresponding f i g u r e s  f o r  
t h e  C i t y  and County of Lebanon a r e  11% and 24% r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

A c l o s e r  a n a l y s i s  o f  Table 5 revea ls  t h a t  t h e  business group w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  
sa les g a i n  i s  food, which i s  a l s o  t h e  group w i t h  t h e  most new f i r m s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  1958-63 p z r i o d .  Gasol ine s t a t i o n s ,  which added f o u r  new ogtlets 
d u r i n g  t h e  pe r iod ,  a l s o  had l a r g e  sa les gains.  Two o t h e r  g r o u p s . w i t h  l a r g e  
sa les ga ins ,  hoxever, exper ienced a r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  number o f  f i r m s  do ing bus+ 
iness.  These a r e  automot ive dealers  and e a t i n g  and d r i n k i n g  places. T h i s  i n -  
d i c a t e s  that: t h e  l a r g e r  sa les volume i n  these business groups a r e  now be ing  ' 

spread over  fewer f i r m s ,  so t h a t  each f i r m  remaining i s  do ing a l a r g e r  business 
on t h e  average. Losses i n  sa les volumes a r c  be ing  f e l t  most h e a v i l y  i n  t h e  
lumber and hardware business group. 

' 

. 

4 
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GROWTH I N  NUl.iBER OF RETAJ L .TRADE F '1RHS bY GROUP, 1958-1363. 
-- -- l_l__--- 

My e r s t own --- C i t y o f  --_I__c Lebanon County o f  Lebanon 
Business Groljp 

1958 

Lumber, Hard-  
ware, e t c  5 

Genera 1 Mer- 
chandi  se 5 

Food 8 

Au tomot i ve  
Dea l e r s  4 

Gasol i ne 
S t a t  ions 4 

Appare l  and A c -  
cessor i es 4 

F u r n i t u r e  and 
Equ'i prnent 3 

E a t i n g  arid 7 
D r i n k i n g  P l a c e s  

Drug and Prop- 
r i e t a r y  1 

O the r  R e t a i  1 .  15 

Non-s t o r e  

1963 

5 

2 

20 

3 

8 

4 

3 

5 

1 

12 

Nurne r . 
C ha rige 

-u 

-3 

+12 

- 1  

+4 

-.. 

I- 

-2 

_-  

-3 

I958 

10 

17 

134 

27 

47 

54 

39 

78 

15 

79 

1963 

13 

14 

93 

24 

40 

1' 

47 

31 

73. 

9 

61 

*3 

-3 

-4 1 

-3 

-7 

-7 

-8 

-5 

-6 

-18 

42 

47 

2 73 

61 

117 

69 

70 

177 

24 

165 

Nurner. 
Change 1958 

-4 67 

1963 

45 

31 

198 

60 

113 

61 

63 

186 

. 14 

137 

Nunier . 
Change 

+3 

-16 

- 75 

- 1  

-4 

-8 

-. 7 

+9 

-10 

-28 

R e t a i  1 6 9 +3 28 24- 72 +5 
T o t a l s  62 72 +10 528 --- 429 -99 1,112 980 -132 

Source: Census o f  Business, 1958-1963 
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GROWTH 1 N  R E T A l L  SALES V A N E  3Y G R O U P ,  1958-1963 ($1,000) 

IrYERSTO\*IN CITY OF L E B A N O N  COUNTY OF LEBANON 
i 958 1958 1963 1958 i 963 

B L S  i ness Group % % % $  % % 

Lumber, tiardware, e t c  1,024 18.8 85 3 11.6 1,840 3.4 3,827 6.8 5,963 6.1 8,502 7.0 

General Merchandise 23 1 4.2 (1) 6,477 12.0 6,554 11.6 8,067 8.2 10,2iO 8.4 - 
Food 1,031 18.9 .1,906 25.8 16,224 30.0 15,855'28.2 26,150 26.6 

ALitomoi: i ve Dea l e r s  1,866 24.2 2.140 29.0 9,071 i6.8 7,970' 14.1. 19,785 20.0 

. Gasoiine S ta t ions  298 5.5 63 5 8.6 2,664 4.9 3,141 5.6 7,135 7.3 

Apparel and Accessor I es 302 5.6 (0 - 4,920 9.1 4,736 8.4 6,004 6.1 

Filrniture and Equipment (1) 648 8.8 4,232 7.8 4,703 8.3 6,236 6.3 

' E a t i n g  and  Drinking Places 162 2.9 40 7 5.5 2,627 4.9 2,850 5.1 5,874 6.0 

Drug and Propr ie ta ry  (1) - ( 1 )  - 1,4iO 2.6 1,300' 2.3 2,146 2.3 

Other Retai l  . 538 9.9 46 i 6.2 3,948 7.3 4,641 8.2 9,560 9.7 

28 , 353 

24,037 

9 , 826 

6 , 084 

7,552 

7,127 

2,li6 

15,891 

23.2 

19.7 

8.1 

5.0 
u) 

6.2 

5.8 

1.7 

i3.0 

h'ow-sfcre Retai i ( 1 )  - 332 4.4 5/19 1.2 75 5 1.4 1,559 1.4 2,344 1.9 
Tota 1 s 5,452 1 F3ix 7,382 100% 54,i32 100% 5 6 , 3 3 2  1OG% 98,479 loo"/, i 22 ,042  j O O ~ o  

. . I  

( 1 )  Snformation withheld t o  avoid d i sc losu re .  

Soilrce: Census of BLisiness, 1958, 1963 

Tota ls  only f o r  those f i r m  allowing d isc losure .  

.... 
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. Table 6 

GROWTH tN .SELECTED SERVICES BY GROUP AND RE!E!PTS? 1958-1963 

.. 

. .  
Myers town ... . 'C I  t y  of Letrapor! . .  ' Cotlnty of Lebanon 

Nurne r . No. of F1 rrns Nurner, No. of F i  rrns Nilrner . 
Chanqe 1958 1963 Chanae !958 1963 Cha nqe 

No. of F i  rrns 
1958 1963 

Persona 1 Servi ces 11 14 

Auto Repair, Service and 
Garages 1 .  - 

+3 113 133 +2 0 202 242 +40 

-1  22 -3 5 + I 3  68 90 +22 

A l !  Others 3 12 +9 104 76 -28 200 187 - 13 

149 Tota 1s 15 26 + 1 1  239 244 +5 470 519 
v 

Rece;pts ($000) ( I )  $Si $308 +$2!7 $3,750 $4,579 +$829 $7 ,  ig0 $9,306 +$2,116 

( I )  Includes r ece ip t s  f o r  f i r m  not ailowiog individual d i sc iosu re  

Source: Census of Business, 1958, 1963 

. .  . .  
. .  
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R e t a i l  a c t i v i t y  i s  be ing a f f e c t e d  adverse ly  i n  the  C i t y  o f  Lebanon, as ?ab le  
5 indIc .ates.  Even'thaugh t h e  r e t a i l  sa l e s  volume i n  t h e  C i t y  increased by 
4% t h e  'perceutage of t o t a i  Couilty s a l e s  dropped from 55% i n  1958 t o  46% i n  
1963. R e t a i l  sa les i n  Myerctown account: f o r  5.5% o f  t h e  t o t a l  County s a l e s  
i n  1958 and 6.1% i n  1963. The remainder of t he  County, t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  t f le  
pr ime b e n e f i c i a r y  o f  t he  increase In sa les  volume. T h i s  increase amounts 
t o  $19,433,000 fo t -  t he  remainder of t h e  County, and o n l y  $1,930,000 f o r  'Myers- 
town arid $2,200,000 f o r  t h e  C i t y  cf Lebanon. 

The s p e c i f i c  business grolips i n  the  C i t y  o f  Lebanon t h a t  now have smal l  re -  
t a i l  sa les  voluines a r e  food, at i to ioot ive dealers ,  appare l ,  and drugs and pro-  
p r i e t a r y .  The l a r g e s t  s a l e s  ipcrease occurs i n  t h e  lumber and harddare 
group, which i s  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  sa les t r e n d  i n  Myerstown f o r  t h i s  
p a r t  i cu l a  r bus i ness group. 

The CoLlnty as a whole i s  increas i i?g r e t a i l  sa les vclume i n  every business 
group except drug and p r o p r i e t a r y .  The l a r g e s t  increase i s  i n  automot ive,  
f o l l o w e d  by food.  These two business groups a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e  more than 4Vh 
of t h e  t o t a l  r e t a i l  sa les volume i n  t h e  County. 

As shown i n  Table 6, Myerstown added n i n e  f i r m s  t o  the " a l l  o the r "  category 
' f r o m  1958 t o  1963. T h i s  business groLcp c o n s i s t s  o f  h o t e l s ,  mote ls ,  t o u r i s t  
camps, thea te rs ,  amusements, r e c r e a t i o n ,  miscel laneous business and r e p a i r ,  
se rv i ces .  The C i t y  of Lebanon and the County, however, lost e s t a b l  ishnients 
i n  t h i s  category.  The l a r g e s t  gains i n  b o t h  t h e  C i t y  and County of Lebanon 
occur i n  t h e  personal  se rv i ces  group, f o l l owed  by auto r e p a i r ,  s e r v i c e  and 
garages. 

The g a i n  i n  s e l e c t e d  s e r v i c e s  by r e c e i p t s . i s  $217,000 f o r  Myerstown, which 
i s  a 235% increase over 1958. The r e s p e c t i v e  gains f o r  t he  C i t y  o f  Lebanon 
and t h e  County a r e  2 2 ~  and 2%. Of t h e  t o t a l  increase i n  County r e c e i p t s  
of $2,116,000, 10% i s  f rom Myerstown and 39L i s  f rom the  C i t y  o f  Lebanon. 
The remainder, $1,070,000 o r  51% i s  from the  r e s t  o f  t he  County. 

LABOR FORCE CHARACTERIS'TICS -- l_-__l.-ll_- 

The l a b o r  f o r c e  i s  d e f i n e d  as t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  engaged 
i n  economic a c t i v i t y .  T h i s  inc ludes b o t h  those who a r e  p r e s e n t l y  evployed 
and those who a r e  seeking employment. A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  l a s t  census, 1960, 
Myerstown had a h ighe r  percentage o f  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  l abo r  f o r c e  than 
e i t h e r  t h e  C i t y  of '  L.ebanon, t h e  County o r  t he  S ta te .  
t h e  m a l  l e s t  percentage of unemployment, 1.2%. 

M y e r s t o m  a l s o  had 
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T a b l e  7 

Comparative Labor Force, 1960 
. ,  

Labor % o f  T o t a l  % o f  T o t a l  
Force Popu la t i on  Unemployed Labor Forc-e- 
-7- 

Myers t o m  1,482 45.3 19 1.2 
C i t y  o f  Lebanon 13,232 44.1 485 3.7 
County o f  Lebanon 38,391t 42.3 1 , 139 3 .o 
S t a t e  4,4 19,808 39.0 274 , 690 6.5 

I-- 

1/For thbse 14 years o l d  
and over .  

Source U . S .  Bureau of t h e  Census, 1960 

A comparison o f  thk male and female composi t ion of t h e  labor  f o r c e  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  Myerstown had a h igher  percentage o f  wmen i n  i t s  labor  f o r c e ,  37.7"/0, 
t han  any o f  t he  f h r e e  o the r  areas under cons ide ra t i on .  
t h a t  i t  i s  necessary f o r  women i n  Myerstown t o  e n t e r  thq labo r  f o r c e  i n  order  
t o  supplement t h e  f a m i l y  income. 

This  rnay i n d i c a t e  

Table  8 
( 1 )  

Cornpar i son-of Labor Force 1 '  bX Sex ,  1960 

Myers town C i t y  o f  Lebanon County of  Lebanon S t a t e  
# % # % # % % ---_- 8 ---- 

Male 923 6r3 8 , 278 62.6 25 , 196 65.6 2,997,059 67.8 
4 1 422 749 32.2 

l0C% 4,419,803 100% 
Fema 1 e 5.53 us jJ-& --_k--- 13 198 3: +-L-.- I-_ zz,z 

10% 13,232 1 om 38,394 TOTAL l,4e2 

- _II 

1/For those l l t  years 
o l d  and over .  

Source: U . S .  Bureau o f  t he  Census, 1960 

Table 8 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  b o t h  Myerstown and the  C i t y  o f  Lebanon have h i g h  per-  
centages of females i n  t h e  l abo r  f o r c e .  
seen i n  T a b l e  9, which compares t h e  sex composi t ion o f  t h e  labor  f o r c e  t o  
t h e  male and female p o p u l a t i o n  i n  each area. 

Another i n d i c a t i o n  of t h i s  can be 

. .  

I 
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The percentage of females i n  t h e  popu la t ions  o f  Myerstoldn and t h e  C i t y  of 
.Lebanon. in  t h e  .lator f o r c e  a r e  41.!.% and 4l.Fh r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Both these 
f igu ' res  a r e  h ighe r  . than t h e  County or t h e  Sta te .  These g rea te r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
ra t i os 'may  al.so - ind icat ,e  ' t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  mare employment . .  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  

1 3 i 

! 

. .  

' .t6 women , i n .  ghes'e. areas : 

... 
. .  

. .  
.923 82.0 

4 , 954 
c i t y  .of Lebanon 10.,256 8,278 80.7 .11 ,850 
County ~ f :  Lebanon 31,561. 25,196 79.8 . ' 33,336 13,198 39.6 

! . '  
i : : . .  

Tab le  10 

. D i  s t r i  h r i t 2 n  of Tota lEmployecl  by Type o f  1 ndustry, 1960 

. . . . . .  . . .  P E R C E N T A G E  

County o f  
4.; . 

. . .  
. . . . . . . . .  , C i t y  of  

Lebanon 
Type- of. I n c l u ~ ~ ~  Myers town Lebanon . 7 State. . .  

.. : . .  

2.7  4.7 1.9 2 :4 1.6 

Mfg., Nondurable Goods 32.0 . 26.2 28.3 15.1 

. .  7.0 
Transp. and Communication 3.8 4.8 4.2 

blho'lesale & R e t a i l  Trade 15.9 
Finance, I n s .  & Real E s t a t e  2.5 
Busi ness & Repa.i r Serv i  ces 2.6 Personal  Serv ices , '  . -3.7 4.2 * 3.6 

0.8 . 0 . 6 ;  0 .7  E n t e r t a i  n & .Rec rea t ion  
P r o f e s s ' l .  & Re la ted  

5.1 

. .  
. .  

, .~ . ..... _. , . . _  : . A g r i c u l t u r e  & F o r e s t r y .  . 0.2 0.6 
. . M in ing  1 .o 

4.2 5.4 5 .o 

16.0 .. 1 3 .. g ' .17.2 
2.3 2 . 0  3.6 
1.9 . 1.6 2.2  ' 

10.6 10.6 10.5 . 11 .1  

Const ruc t  i on 6.4 ' ; Mfg., Durab le  Goods 16.5 18.rt 15.6 2.1 . 3  

4.6 
0 . 5  

, $  

Se rv ices  4.6 4.4 

L i !  100% 1003/, 

. ' P u b l i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  1.9 

100% T o t a l  Number Employed 1,463 12,716 36,918 4,127,208 
2.5 

100% 

Not Reported -- 2.6 2L.Z 

1 
I 
I 
I 
' I  
1 
s . -  .i 

!I 
i 

4 

:i 

, I  

Source: U . S .  Bureau o f  t h e  Census 

A rev iew o f  t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  l abo r  f o r c e  by  t y p e  o f  i n d u s t r y  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t4yerstown has more employees i n  manufac tur ing  i n d u s t r i e s  than any o t h e r  
category.  The percentage of Myerstoivn employees i n  manufac tur ing  i s  a l s o  h i g h  
er t han  i n  any of t h e  other f o u r  areas.  I n  t h i s  case  t h e  manufacture o f  durabf i  
and nondurable goods accounts f o r  l+8.5% of t h e  t o t a l  labor  force i n  Mye,rstob.rn. c .  

. c  
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A s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  f o u r  areas a l s o  occurs i n  t h e  nianufacture 
of  nondurable goods, which i n  Flyerstown accounts f o r  32.C% o f  t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e .  
Comparable f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  Lebanon, t h e  County and t h e  S t a t e  a r e  26.2"/, 
28..3% and 15.1% r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The t h i r d  most impor tan t  i n d u s t r y  i n  a l l  f o u r  
areas i s  who lesa le  and r e t a i l  t r a d e .  T h i s  l a t t e r  i n d u s t r y  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  manu- 
f a c t u r i n g  accounts f o r  more than h a l f  o f  t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e  i n  a l l  four- areas. .  

Myerstown has a h i g h e r  percentage o f  w h i t e  c o l l a r  workers than e i t h e r  t h e  C i t y  
or  County of Lebanon. O f  t h e  1,1t63 employed people i n  blyerstown, 532 or  36.& 
a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  i n  w h i t e  c o l l a r  occupat ions .  
of Lebanon, 32.4% fo r  t h e  County, and LtO.T? f o r  t h e  S t a t e .  

? h i s  compares t o  33.4% f o r  t h e  C i t y  

T a b l e  1 1  

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  T o t a l  Employed By 
Type of Occupat ion 1360 

P E h C E N T A G E  

C i t y  o f  County of 
Type of Occupat ion Myers town Lebanon S t a t e  Lebanon 

--I--. _I_ LII- 

Glhi t e  Col l a r  

Profess ' 1 ,  Tech' 1 & K i  ndred 7.7 7.1 
Farmers and Farm Mgrs. .. 0.2 
'Managers, O f f ' s  & Prop. . 8.7 6.3 
C l e r i c a l  & K indred \Jorkers 12.3 12.4 
Sales Workers . 7.7 6.8 

B l u e  C o l l a r .  

Craf tsmen, Foreman 15.7 13.7 
and K indred 31.7 30.9 
Opera t ives  & K i  ndred 1.2 1.7 
P r i v a t e  Household Workers 7.2 8.9 
S e r v i c e  Workers - 0.2 
Farm Laborers and Foreman 5 .4 6.2 
Labor e r s 2.4 5.0 
Not Reported 

TOTAL Number Employed 1,463 12,716 

Source: U . S .  Bureau of t h e  Census, 1960 

7 .1  
2.3 
5 * 8  

10.6 
6.0 

14.4 
31.8 

1.6 
7.4 
1.5 
6.8 
4.1 

10.7 
1.5 
7.0 

14.3 
7.4 

15.0 
22.6 

1.9 
8.2 
1 .o 
5.8 
4.6 

4,127,208 

The W h i t e  c o l l a r  o c c u p a t i o n  i n  Myerstown w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  percentage i s  c l e r i c a l  
and k i n d r e d  workers.  T h i s  compares f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  t h e  C i t y  of Lebanon, and i s  
above t h e  County percentage.  
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.. Conversely,  b l u e  c o l l a r  workers comprise a smal l e r  percentage o f ,  t h e  t o t a l  labor  
f o r c e  i n  Myersto1.m than i n  e i t h e r  the  C i t y  of Coun'cy of Lebanon. A l though t h e r e  
i s  a h i g h e r  percentage of cra f tsmen and foremen i n  t4yerstown, t h e r e  i s  a 1 s o . a  l o -  

ot1;ier b l u e  c o l a r  workers. i n  t 4 y e i * s t o ~ ~ ~ .  

I 
.we r  percentage o f  p r i v a t e  household workers,  s e r v i c e  workers,  fa rm ' laborers 'and 

. .  

D l  STR I BUT1 ON OF I NCOPIE 

The income l e v e l s  i n  t h e  Borough g i v e  an i n d i c a t i o r !  o f  t h e  purchasing power a v a i l -  
a b l e  i n  the  community. T h i s  i n  t u r n  a f f e c t s  t h e  demand f o r  goods and se rv i ces ,  
b o t h  w i t h i n  t h e  Borough and i n  t 5 e  nearby competing areas.  

--- 

I 
b 
U 

Tab le  12 

Med i an FamQ- 1 t?corne_, 1959- 

Mve r s  to= Lebanon Lebanon -- 

- P E R C E N T A G E  
C i t y  o f  County of 

S t a t e  

Under $1,000 
$1,000 to  $1,999 
2,000 t o  2,939 
3,000 t o  3,999 
4,000 t o  Lt,999 
5,000 t o  5,999 
6,000 t o  6,999 
7,000 t o  7,399 
8,000 t o  8,999 
10,000 and over  

4.0 
3.3 
7.1 
10.0 
10.0 
17.3 
10.9 
12.1 
5.1 
6.9 

1 3 . 3  
1oox 

2.7. 
5 .4 

',. 7.3 
12.1 
16.2 
16.7 
10.9 
7.6 
5.9 
3.3 
12.0 

1 oo"/, 
.- 

3.3 
4.4 
6.4 
11.6 
15.9 
16.4 
11.6 
8.9 
6.5 
4.2 
10.8 
100% 

c__ 

3 -6 
5.7 
I .4 
9.8 
13.1 
14.4 
11.7 
8.9 
6.7 
4.7 ; 

---- 14.0 
100% 

Median Fami 1 y I nconie $5,899 $5 , 377 $5,512 $5,719 

T o t a l  Number o f  Fami l i es  916 8,030 23,620 2,902,611 1 
Source: U.S. Bureau o f  t h e  Census, 1960 1 
An examinat ion o f  Tab le  12 shows t h a t  the  median f a m i l y  income i n  Myerstown i s  
h i g h e r  than i n  the  t h r e e  o t h e r  comparable areas. Th is  s i t u a t i o n  can prohab ly  . 
be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a h i g h  percentage o f  w h i t e  c o l l a r  workers 
i n  Myerstown, and t h a t  a r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  percentage o f  t he  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  employed. 
The f a c t  t h a t  a h i g h  percentage o f  t he  t4yerstown female p o p u l a t i o n  i s  employed 
may also c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

12 



The highest  income group i s  i n  t h e  $5,000 t o  $5,999 range i n  a l l  four a reas .  
However, a s i  g n i  f i cant cl i  f fe rence  occurs i t i  Myers town i n the  second h ghes t 
percentage group. 
whereas the  C i t y  of L.ebanon-'s second ranked income group i s  i n  the  $4,000 t o  $4,999 
range. 
percentage i s  i n  the  $10,000 and over group, 

I n  summation these f igu res  ind ica te  t h a t  Myerstown enjoys a higher income level 
t h a n  t h e  immediate area of which i t  i s  a p a r t .  As mentioned previously,  t h i s  is 
probably d u e  i n  p a r t  t o  the f a c t  t h a t  a h i g h  percentage of the Borough's popu- 
l a t ion  is employed, and tha t  employinent oppor tuni t ies  e x i s t  i n  manufacturing and 
o ther  indus t r ies  t h a t  a r e  located i n  t h e  Borough and immediately adjacent a reas .  
'Commericd a c t i v i t y  i n  t4yerstow from 1358- to  1363 has increase i n  both the number 
of firms located i n  t he  eorough and the anounf; of s a l e s  value'generatecl. However, 
the  remainder of t he  County received most of the  r e t a i l  s a l e s  increases ,  even 
though the re  were fewer r e t a i l  establishments remaining i n  the  County a t  the end 
of the period. 

I n  t h i s  case f.iyersto,w has 13.3% i n  the $10,000 a n d  over group, 

T h e  S t a t e ,  however, is comparable t o  t4yerstown i n  tha t  the second highest  

- 

, . .  
. .  

. .  
. .  
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The U . S .  bureau of . t h e  Census l i s t s , ,  i n  . i t s ;  1960'Census Of ' t h e  Popu la t ion ,  3,268 
persons i n  Myersto1.m. These residents form a p o p u l a t i o n  group t h a t  d i f f e r  from 
t h e  averages of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of Lebanon County and the  Co!nmonizrea!th of Penn-, 
s y l v a n i a  as e r i t i t i e s .  
s i d e n t s , a r e  t h e  fo l lo i? r ing :  

Higher  fami l y  i nconie . . . .  

----___-l_l 

. , . . .  . .  .. , . 

A ~ O R ~  t h e  spec ia l  c .& rac te r i s t i c . s  o f  t h e  tdyerstowrr re -  
. .  . .  

. .  . 
. .  

. ,  
. ,  

. .  . .  . .  
. , '  

. .  

. . .  
. .  

. .  

' ,  , _. : 
. .  . . . .  , . .  

." 
',$mal Ie r  unernpjoyment r a t i o  

' A n e a r l y  ai1;8t\li7!te c:crnmunity 
An o l d e r  p o p u l a t i o n  . .  

A l a r g e r  r a t i o  o f  l abo r  f o r c e  t o  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  : ' '  ..  
. . / .  . 

. . .  . L  . 

. . .  _ .  . 
. . . .  .. 

: .  . ..' , ; ! ' , ;  

. .  
t .  

. . .  
. I . .  

' .  
. .  

. .  . .  

Fam 1 1 Q ~ c . o ; n g ,  

M y e r s t o m  tias a h igher .  median fami l y  income than e i t h e r  Lebanon County o r  
Pennsylvania.  
$5,000.00 and $5,031.00 were t h e  median incomes repo r ted  f o r  t h e  County and S t a t e  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Myerstown had p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  s i  i g h t l y  more fanii l i e s  than b o t h  
Lebanon County had Pennsylvania i n  t he  over  $!O,OOO bracke t .  

Median f a m i l y  income f o r  t h e  Corough i n  1959 was $5,470,00, whi :e 

3 
1 
1 
I 
i 
I 
2 
J 

. 

Labor Force  

I n  1960, HyerstoiIvJn had a labor f o r c e  o f  1,482 persons. Th is  number represents  
a p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r a t i o  o f  h5.3%, a h ighe r  r a t i o  than e i t h e r  the  S t a t e  o r  t he  County 
which had p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r a t i o s  of 39.0% arid 42.2% r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

AS a cor01 l i i ~ y  t:a t h i s ,  t h e  ui*ie*plOo.yfie'i+it r a t e  i n  MyerStOv\lil W ~ S  o n l y  1 .3% as COITI- 

pared w i t h  2.9% f o r  Lebat?on Coclrtty and 6.2% f o r  Pennsylvania.  

E t h n i c  G r z p -  

The 1960 Cer?sus o f  Popu la t io r !  records o n l y  f o u r  persons i n  t h e  non-white ca tegory .  
These people comprise o n l y  one-e igh th  o f  one percent  O F  t h e  Borough's popu la t i on .  
In Lebanor! Ccurrty rt6, percent  o-f t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  non-wh i te .  Whi le  f o r  t h e  
s t a t e  as a whale,  e i g h t  percent  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  I s  n o n w h i t e .  

Educat i o;= 

--- 

1 

1 
* I  

SI Myerstoinln, Lebaron Couaty and Pennsylvania res iden ts  have rough ly  s i m i  l a r  l e v e l s  
of educat ion .  t4yerstown median i s  less t h a n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  b u t  more tha:! Lebanon 
Coui-ity. 
i s  more than t.ke very  low f i g u r e  f o r  Lebanon County (5.1%) b u t  less  than the  f i g -  
u r e  f o r  P e n w y l v a n i a  ( I O .  1%).  

T h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of Borough res iden ts  who have a t tended c o l  lege  (8=i%) 

I 
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Table 13 

---I- Edtica -.--..------.-L---LL- ion ,  Persons 2c and Over- 1360 . , .  . .  , . . .  
. . .  

, .. . . . .  . .  
. .  . . . .  
. . . .  . . . .  

-_.---_) Myers t0.m Lebanon CL --. Penn'a. 

Years completed 10.0 9.6 '10.1 
Col lege attendance 8.7% 5.1% 10.1% 

. . .  

Source: U.S .  Burealj of t h e  Census, 1950 

Family Relationships- 

Al .1  b u t  'iyg o r  aboi i t  95 percent of the Borough!j; res idents ,  l l v e  i n  p r iva t e  house- 
holds coi7sisting o f  re lared i n d i v i d u a k ,  while 97 percerit 0 . F  t h e  County's a n d  92 
percent ~f t5e  S t a t e ' s  populat!on reside i n  s imi l a r  households. 150 of the 332 
persons res ide  I n  group quar te rs ;  the remaining 29 a r e  unrelated jndivuduals i n  ' 
pr iva te  househojds. 

A s  e D i s t I' i b u t i on 

The age d i s t r i b u t i o n  of Myerstoinrn Borough i s  s t r i k i n g l y  d i f f e r e n t  from tho'se 'of 
both Lebar~on County and the S t a t e  of' Pennsylvania. Over half the population i s  
35 years o!d o r  o l d e r .  w i t h  a very low percentage of ch i ldren  betxeen the ages 
of 0-4 and a great  arnoc;nt of people 65 years old and older--about 
percen.tages f o r  LebaKon Coiinty a i d  Pennsylvania. 

. . . . .  . .  . .  . , . .  . .  . . . . .  . .  

. .  . .  
. .- . .  . . .  

times the 

Table 14 

Aqe Group 

Pre-School 0 -4 9 
School Age 5-19 20 
Young ' 

blorking Age 2 0-44 31 
O l d  Working 
Age 45 -62t 23 
Advanced Age 65 4- 15 

Age grcaps by percent ,  1960 

Myers t owG. Lebanon County Penna. 

1 1  
26 

33 

20 
1 1  

1 1  
26 

32 

21 
10 

Source: t i . S .  Sureau of the  Cerisus, 1960 

POPULA!'IO.N GRO\J'T'ii ---- 
l 'ne pa t te rn  o f  growth i n  Myersto1,,ri. over t h e  past deceriial periods r e f l e c t s  the  
influence o f  rnar!y f a c t o r s .  
s ince  1940 ilS shown by t a b l e  15. 

Population growth has occurred a t  a decreasing r a t e  
' 
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L- Year. 

1940 

1950 

1960 

3050 

3268 

01 
lo Increase 
-_I____ 

13 .3  

7.1 

4.2 

--- 3 40 6;': 
-_yI_I__---- 

1966 
Sources: U . S .  Bureau of the Ceasus 
- I___ 

Lebanon County Plar:riing Commission 
;: Lebanon Co. Planaing Commission es t imate  

Growth i n  tlyerstown a s  i n  many s m a l l  boroughs and c i t i e s ,  d u r i n g  the  1940's was 
g r e a t l y  influenced by t h e  d e s i r e  of people t o  c l u s t e r  around and near t h e i r  Place 
of employment. 
ment of popu?ations away from es tab l  ishecl cen ters  i n to  suburban and semi-rural 
a r eas .  Cont i r u e d ,  i ncreased a f f  iuence drir i ;ig t h e  present decade is r e s u l t  i ng i r! 
t h e  continued outward movement t o  move spacioiis surroundings.  
t o  employment, choppirig and c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r s ' i s  diminishing. 

The decade of t h e .  1950 's  is charac te r ized  by a general niove- 

1 
f 
I 

The need t o  be c lose  

Myerstown, thus ,  has had no major upheaval o r  population explosion to  hinder normal 
s teady progress .  Rather., t he  gradual increases during the  past  several  years 
has led t o  a rwre s t a b l e  population t h a n  e x i s t s  i n  many newer suburban coinniuni- 
t i es .  Many of the  problemscreated by a too rzpid increase i n  population have 
not occurred i n  Myerstown. 

G RO\U H FA C 1-G R S 
. .  

An increase o r  a decrease i n  a comrnilnity,'s population i s  the  r e s u l t  of two basic  
f a c t o r s ,  migration and z a t u r a ?  p;cjcess. 

Natural i ncreass. 

The increase i n  t he  Borovgh's poFulation d u r i n g  t h e  1950-1960 decenia? period 4 
was due e n t i r e l y  t o  a net  natxral  increase ( t h e  excess of  b i r t h s  over dea ths ) .  
D u r i n g  t he  recordiiig period the re  were 718 b i r t h s  and 450 deaths  i n  Myerstoi.ln. 

15 
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. Table. 16 
Net Natura! I acreass, 1950-1966 

Year 6i r t h s  Deaths Increase- 

----...-._-r 

95 0 
95 1 
95 2 
95 3 
954 

955 
95 6 
95 7 
95 8 
95 9 

1 950 - 1 959 

71 31 40 
75 31 ’ 44 
76 2.9 47 
70 56 14 
90 51 39 

88 53 35 
119 47 2 
71 55 16 
65 39 26 
63 58 5” 
7 ’! 8 45 0 2 68 

62 
57 
78 
48 
66 

58 4 
52 5 
50 28 
45 3 
45 21 

53 63 -10 
48 59 - 1  1 

1960- 1966 4 1 2 - 3 7 2  4 0 -  
Source: Commonwealth o f  Pennsylvania 

Department o f  H e a l t h  

Both b i r t h s  and deaths f o r  tS,e years 1950, 51 and 52 were based on Lebanon 
County b i r t h  and death r a t e s  s i n c e  t h e  depar tpent  o f  H e a l t h  records f o r  Myerstown 
do not i t x l u d e  a c t u a l  statistrcs f o r  these years.  

Since 1960 t h e r e  have been recorded for. Myerstown 412 b i r t h s  and 372 deaths. 
f i g u r e s  then y i e l d  a n e t  n a t u r a l  inc rease o f  40 persons. 

M i q r a t i on 

M i g r a t i o n  i s  concerned w i t h  t 5 e  movemeit o f  people i n t o  ( i n - m i g r a t i o n )  
or o u t  o f  ( o u t - g i g r a t i o n )  a c.omrn;lnity. Dur ing  t h e  1950-60 decade, Myers- 
town e x p e r i e w e d  an out -n i igrat1on of people.  The a c t u a l  p o p u l a t i o n  inc rease 
fo r  t h e  1950-60 d m e n i a l  p e r i o d  was 218 w h i l e  t h e  inc rease f rom n a t u r a l  p ro-  
cesses was 268. T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a net  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  of 50 persons. 

These 

T a b l e  17 

Popu i a t  i ofi i ncrease 218 
268 Net n a t u r a l  inc rease 
-5 o 

--- I- 

Net t4 i gra t i an 
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Corisiderir!g the  net  flatyual increase & i c h  has occarred s ince  t h e  1960 Census 
and t!?e 1966 population as  estimated by . the  Lebaiion County Planning Coinmission, 
t h e r e  h a s  been an in-migration during recent years.  The 1366 es t imate  ind ica tes  
t h a t  Myerstown h a d  a popillation oi' 3,406. This  was an increase of 138 pzisons. 
The net natural  increase from 1960 t o  1966 was 110. Thus the  net in-migration f o r  
t h e  period was 88 persons. 

The ef,F:ect of ths 1950-.196O out-rnigraticn csri be shown by applying the  death r a t e s  
f o r  t he  .ten year period and ,the acti 'al nurnker ef b i r t h s  t o  a f i v e  year cohort base, 
w i t h  t h e  ac tua l  1960 Ceriszs population coiini;, 

. .  

Table 18 

Age 1953 Actual 1955 .Pro jec ted  . 196C Projected 1960 Actual Ret 
G YOUP PGQGLI-L~ a9 Poprr 1 a t  i 0-7 E Q g U m l - t  i on Popu 1 a t i or, M i  q r a t  I on 

0 -4 249 32.0 273 297 +24 
5 -9 2 14 24 1 3 15 2 77 , --38 
10-14 201 212 23 7 25 6 +19 
15-19 214 200 209 188 , ...- 2 1 
20-24 171 2 13 197 189 - 8  : 
25-29 216 169 210 186 i 2 4  
30-34 , 230 2 1 4  166 198 +3 2 
35-39 231 2.2.8 210 2 04 - 6  

.4O-44 243 22.9 2 24 222 - 2  
45-49 175 239 2 2.5 192 -3 3 
50-54 . 183 171 235 225 -+lo 
55-53 158 174 168 163 - 5  
60-64 168 146 17i 168 - 3  

65 397 339 478 5 03 4-25 
. : .  50 

I ----. Net O u t - M i  q r a t  i on 
Sources: U . S .  Bureau of the  Census 
Penna. D e p t .  of Health 
Consul tan t ' s  Computations. 

The r e s u l t s  of  the  migration process a r e ' n o t  favorable  t o  the  Borough. The non- 
productive age groups (those which I n c l d e  sc.hool chi ld ren ,  pre-school ch i  ldren 
and re t !  red persons) have i nci-eased. Conversely the  productive age groups ( tbose 
groGps wfric5 a r e  genera l ly  considered capable. c f  belonging t o  the  labor fo rce )  ' 

have decreased s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  T h e  productive population decreased by  59 w h i  l e  
t h e  non-productive increased by 9 persons. ?he only s i g n i f i c a n t  increase among 
t h e  productive population occurred i n  the 30-34 age group. T h i s  increase  of 32 
was o f f s e t  by a decrease cf  33 i n  t he  Lt5-49 age group, a group which genera l ly  
has a higher earni r?g pok3er. 

8 
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POPULk7'1 O'rd CHARACTER! S - 2 5 c S  

The increase i n  t he  Boroug!-,'s popci?at ion between 1950 and 1960 brought about some 
important changes i n  i t s  c h a r a c t e r j s t i c s .  
f u t u r e  growth, b u t  may a l s o  point t o  some s p e c i f i c  conditions a n d  requirements i n  
t h e  development o f  Hyerstown. 

These may indica te  not only trends o f  

D u r i n g  t h e  1950-.6(! decade s igf i i f ican t  i x r e a s e s  occurred i n  the  0-4, 5-79, 10-14, 
65 and over', and 50-54 age grosFs. 
t o  be w i t h i n  the "pi-odiictive groilp". 
among the dependent group. 

Of t hese  groups, ori ly t h e  50-54 a r e  considered 
Vie remainder a r e  general ly  considered t o  b e  

S igni f icant  decreases occcrrred i n  the younger prodcic- 
. t i v e  groups ranging from 20 t o  45 years of a g e .  

A comparison o f  tt!e age  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  1950 and 1960 reveals t h a t  t h e  "depen- 
dent" population (pre-school,  schoo!-and . re t !  renient age)  has increased i t s  pro- 
portion of t,he population. Converse?y, the  "prodactive" contingent !-;as decreased. 
Thus the re  a r e  more people requir ing spec ia l  se rv ices  and fewer people t o  provide 
f o r  the  serv lces .  
T h i s  represents  a n  increase from L11 .9% o f  the  t o t a l  population i n  1950 to  116.4% 
i n  1960. 

.decreased from 56.1% of' t he  tot:al i n  1950 t o  53.6% i n  1950. 

Nan-prodktctive grogps g 3 j  ned 2Ct6 persons during the decade. 

.The productive group was decreased by 28 persons d u r i n g  t h e  same period; 

Table 10 

-- Chanqes i n  Aqe D g r i b u t i o n  1220-m 
Change 

No- % '  Tota 1 Na. % Total No. % Years I-- 

0 -4 
5 -9 
10- 1 4  
15-19 
20-24 
25 -29 
30-2Lt 
35 -39 
40-114 
45 -49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65 4- 

249 
2 14 
201 
2 14 
171 
216 
230 
23 1 
243 
1 75 
183 
158 
168 
3 97 

8.2 
. 7.1 

6.6 
7 .0  
5.6 
7.0 
7.6 
7.6 
8.0 
5 . 7  
6.0 
5 . 2  
5 .5  

13.0 

297 
2'77 
25 6 
188 
189 
186 
198 
2 04 
222 
192 
2 25 
163 
163 
5 03 

9 .0  
8.4 
7.8 
5 .8  
5 .8  
5 . 7  
6.1 
6.2 
6.8 
5 .9  
6.9 
5.0 
5 .1  

15.4 

48 19 
63 29 
55 27 

-26 4% 
18 10 

-30 -14 
-32 -14 
-27 -12 
-21 - g 

17 9 
42 22  
5 3 
0 0 

106 26 

218 71% 



Accord ing t o  Nat ior ia l  and S.:ai:e Cens:is f.igu:-es , t h e  number 07 males U s u a l l y  ex- 
ceeds t h a t  o f  .the females up t o  abaut 19 years of age. T h i s  i s  due t o  t h e  h i g h e r  
male b i r t h  r a t i o ,  1.06: 1.50. A t  t he  end of the second decade of l i f e  o f  c h i  1drei.l 
b o r n  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  year, . f .emales s u r p a s s  m a l e s .  i n  number. 
wh ich  t h a t  sex t i s c a l l y  cbcs n o t  re ! Inqe ish  even i n  t he  o l d e s t  age group. Ac.cord- 
i n g  t o  t h e  1960 Census of  Popu la t ion ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  i n  Myerstown does no t  follow 
t h i s  genera l  r u l e .  Tt:e number of males under 20 i s  exceeded by t h a t  of females. 
l h e  female c o n t i n g e n t  t ! i a t  i s  2.C and o l d e r  o u t  n m b e r s  t h e  ma'le component o f  the 
group. However, t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  n.iir?or v a r i a t i o a s  when c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  compofi- 
e n t  age groups. 
outnumber t h e  female.  

T h i s  i s  a dom'inance 

! E  the 30-34, 1:0-844, and 6O-SLt age groups ,the male c o n t i n g e n t s  

T a b l e  2G 

No. % o f  T o t a l  -.----- &e Group No. % o f  I'SaJ. 
0 -4 
5 -9 
10- 14 
15-19 
20-24 
25 -*29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45 -49 

1 65 
125 
127 
123 

' 95 
96 
97 

. 105 
108 
117 

5.0 
3.8 
3.9 
3.8 
2.9 
2.9 
3.0 
3.2 
3.3 
3.6 

132 
152 
129 
65 
94 
90 

?01. 
99 
114 
75 

4.0 
4.6 
3.9 
2.0 
2.9 
2.8 
3.1 
3.0 
3.5 
2.3 

50-54 12 1 3.7 104 3.2 
55-59 
60-64 
65 + 

92 2.8 71 2.2 
79 2.4 89 2.7 

298 9. I 2 05 6.3 

- - 
Source: U.S. ELIi-eau o f  t h e  Census 

The balar ice between t h e  male aild t h e  female c o n t i n g e n t s  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  remained 
n e a r l y  tinchanged f rom 1950 t o  19GO.  I t ?  1CJ.50, fernales numbered 1,636. T h i s  nugber 
comprised 53.6% of  t h e  t o t a l  populdt ior : .  I n  1350 t h e  ferna!e c o n t i n g e n t  represen- 
ted53.5% o f  the t o t a l  popu la t ioE.  BecaGse, o n  a genera l  r u l e ,  wmeri tend t o  l i v e  
longer  than men, the imbalance between t h e  male and fernale c o n t i n g e n t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r -  
ly n o t i c e a b l e  i n  t h e  o l d e s t  age group, 65 and o v e r .  . .  

PO P i l  LRT 1 0 N EST t MATES 
------.---- 

P o p u l a t i m  f o r e c a s t i n g  i s  a t  b e s t  a w i l l  educated guess .  Based OR p a s t  groNith 
t rends ,  t h e .  l i m i t e d  space f o r  new de*delopine?t and a rev iew of "The P o p u l a t i o n  of 
Pennsylvsri !a, P i - a j x t i o n  t o  ?9801' pub l i shed by t h e  S t a t e  P lann ing  Board, t h e  pop- 
u l a t i o n  of Myerstown car7 b e  expected t o  i n c r e a s e  a t  a r a t e  o f  a to lJ t  10% per  decade. 
P r o j e c t i o z s  based o n  t h i s  r a t e  ? r e  c m p a r % d  w i t 1 1  t h e  Lebanon Cotirity P lann ing  Com- 
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t i o n s  i n  T a b l e  21. 
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Year Cons u 1 t a n t  ' s Lebznon County 
j r o  i c c t i  on - .  - est  i m t e  

1960 
1970 
1980 
1990 
2000 

3,268 ( ac tua l )  
3,595 
3,954 
4,349 
4,783 

3,725 

4,250 
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PHYS i CAL CH9P.ArT ET: I SI I C S  --_____ _ - . ~  

NATURAL ENV i R O N H E N T  

The n a t u r a l  environment car! be analyzed i n  t e r n s  o f  c l i m a t e ,  t o p o g r a p h i c a l  f ea -  
t u r e s ,  geology,  and s o i l s .  These a r e  ma jo r  detei- i i i inants o f  l a n d  u t i 1  i z a t i o n .  

. A d a p t i o n  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  environment and t h e  i r t i l i z a t i o n  o f  l a n d  i n  accord w i t h  i t s  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  a r e  v i t a l  s t e p s  l e a d i n g  toward t h e  achievement o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  degree 
o f  c i . v i 1  i z a t i o n  and economic o r d e r .  
t h rough  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  n a t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  

Optimum d w e l o p m e n t  can b e s t  be achieved 

CL I MATE. 

C l i m a t e  i s  n o t  a m a j o r  f a c t o r  a f f e c t i n g  l o c a t i o n  p f  l a n d  uses; however, i t  does 
:"nave a n  i m p o r t a n t  o v e r a l l  b e a r i n g  on l a n d  u t i 1  i z a t i o n  and t h e  genera l  ameni ty  of 
an a r e a .  C l i m a t e  i s  t h e  p r i m e  de te rm inan t  o f  t h e  nat.ura1 v e g e t a t i o n  p a t t e r n  and 
g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  t y p e  o f  hyrnari and economic: a c t i v i t y  t h a t  can t h r i v e  i n  an 
area,  The d e t a i l s  o f  c l i m a t e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  Tnipprtant t o  urban p lann ing .  

The c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  a rea  i n  wh ich  Myerst.own i s  l o c a t e d  i s  q u i t e  v a r i a b l e .  I t  i s  
i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  w e s t e r l y  winds t h a t  c a r r y  many o f  t h e  ma jo r  weather 
systems eastward ac ross  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  Average arlnual p r e c i p i t a t i o n  v a r i e s  f r o m  
38 t o  42 inches w i t h  about 22 inches f a l l i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  months o f  May t h r o u g h  
September. E x c e s s i v e l y  h i g h  o r  l ow  temperat i i res 6s  we1 1 as  p ro longed  p e r i o d s  o f  
e i t h e r  h o t  o r  c o l d  weather a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  i n f r e q u e n t .  D u r i n g  t h e  summer months, 
temperatures o f  90 degreees o r  above occ~clr on ari average o f  l e s s  t h a n  30 days, and 
temperatures o f  100 o r  more occur' o n l y  about: o i x e  a year.  Dur ing  t h e  c o l d e r  p a r t  
o f  t h e  year ,  temperatures d rop  below f r e e z i r t y  on an average o f  120 days, and tern- 
peratut -es near- z e r o  a r e  n o r m a l l y  exper ienced about once a year .  The f i r s t  f r e e z -  
i n g  tempera tu re  o f  Autumn g e n e r a l l y  occu rs  a b o ~ t '  mid-October and t h e  l a s t  day o f  
f r e e z i n g  tempera tu re  genera! 1y OCC.~I : 'S  abo2t m i d - , A p r i l ~  Dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e r e  
a r e  genera l  l y  aboi-lt 120 n i g h t s  of f r e e z i n g  ' t :eniperature. 

TOPOGRAPHY 

Myerstown, as w e l l  as most o f  Lebanon County, forms a p a r t  o f  t h e  Piedmont Prov- 
i n c e  o f  t h e  Appalachian Highlands.  T h i s  i s  t h e  p h y s i o g r a p h i c  p r o v i n c e  t h a t  s t r e t c h -  
es a long  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Seaboard f rom t h e  HJdson Ri\ ier  t o  Georgia and l i e s  between 
t h e  A t l a n t i c  Coastal P la i 'n  and t h e  B lue  Ridge o f  t h e  Appalachian system. 
genera l  s l o p e  i s  i n  a sou theas t  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n . .  The main r o c k  
s t r u c t u r e  and t h e r e f o r e  most r i d g e s  tend  t o  f o i l o w  a southwest t o  n o r t h e a s t  p a t -  ' 

t e r n .  Main streams t e n d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  genera l  s l o p e  and f l o w  t o  t h e  sou theas t  w i t h -  
o u t  rega rd  t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h  and o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r o c k  f o r m a t i o n .  

I t s  

The p r o v i n c e  i s  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  seve ra l  s m a l l e r  areas h a v i n g  s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s -  
t i c s .  Myerstown i s  loc,ated i n  t h e  Lebanon V a l l e y .  T h i s  i s  a 1imest:one low land  
m a i n l y  i n  DaLYphin and Lebanon Coi in t les.  I t  extends f rom S t e e l t o n ,  near  H a r r i s b u r g ,  
t o  Womelsdorf Ir, Berks C a u n t y .  Slopes a r e  m o s t l y ' g e n t l e  w i t h  some f l a t s  and some 
m o d e r a t e l y  s l o p i n g  l a n d  b u t  v e r y  l i t t l e  s teep la!-!d.  E l e v a t i o n s  range f rom 320 t o  
GOO f e e t .  
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c Slope Of the  landform o f  ,t4yerstown var ies  from 
The topography of the Borough pr'eser-its no p r o b  
E l  evat i ons i n Myerstovin range from approximate 
near Broad S t r ee t  and f i u t h  Avenue t o  about 520 
road and Col lege, a t  .the . . .  north corner o f  the  BO 

Surfsce water flows int6Trllpehocken Creek whic 

'. . .  . 

nearly levzl t o  gent ly  s loping.  
enis t o  1 i m i  t fu r the r  devel~opment. 
y f-130 f c e t  a t  the  Borough 1 ine 
f ee t  a t  the in te rsec t ion  of R a i l -  
ough. . .  
. .  

. .  

f l&s '  i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r ec t ion  
through blyerstown. Surface drainage presents few o r  n c  problems except i n  the  
low l y i n g  area along thc creek a t  the east  edge of t he  Borough between the old 
Union Canal ar\d M u t h  Avenge. 

GEOLOGY AND SOlLS 

The Lebanon Val l e y  is underlain by  Jacksonbury a n d  Leesport 1 imestones. Areas 
underlain by Leesprt limestone a r e  marked by  lob9 ro l l i ng  h i ! l s  while those 
underlain by  Jacksonburg 1 imestone weather in to  f l a t  val leys.  Jacksonburg 

. area .  It i s  used p r i m a r i l y  i n  the  manufacture of cement. Leesport limestone 

.>-. 

. l imestone i s  very pure and  is the  most valuable economic mineral product o f  the  

- i s  a c lay  deposit  which is a n  intermediate between limestone and sha le ,  

Large suppl ies  of water cannot usual l y  be obtained from these 1 irnestone forma- 
t ions. However, successful we1 l s have been di-i  l led where the Leesport rock has 
been caverrxzls. Four such wel ls  a r e  located i n  Hyerstown as  follows: 

Well Depth . . Y i e l d  -- 
200 

27 
23 
80 

50 gal . / m i n .  
10 
25 
I20 

Unfortunately, a rsen ic  contamination and  a r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  degree of bac te r ia l  
contamination a r e  present i n  the  ground water of milch o f  the  Myerstown area .  
Although the a rsen ic  leve ls  a r c  acceptable a t  t imes,  wel ls  i n  t h i s  area cannot 
be depended upon  as  a source f o r  a pub1 ic  water supply. 

The limcstones a r e  overlain b y  s o i l s  which a r e  h i g h  i n  natural  f e r t i l i t y  and 
ava i l ab le  moisture content.  Principal s o i l s  a r e  D n f f i e l d ,  Hagerstown, Ryder 
and Wil t sh i re .  A l l  a r e  deep, well drained s o i l s .  The Ryder so i l  i s  the  most 
e ros ive  o f  the  four ,  

Bearing q u a l i t i e s  o f  the bedrock and s o i l s  a r e  good t o  exccllerl t  and the re fo re  
present no problems t o  continued development of the  Borough. 
where some problem may e x i s t  i s  along Tulpehocken Creek. Here, the  interna! 
drainage qcial i t y  of the  s o i l s  may be poor. 

l h e  only area 

THE C t I A N G  I NG LAIdDSCAPE 

I n  h i g h l y  developed conirrlunities such as Plyerstown, the  most conspicuog; f ea tu res  
of landscape a r e  those constructed by man. The Borough s t r ee t ,  system, the  r a i l -  
road, a r t ' e r i a l  h i g h w a y s  and b u i l d i n g  groupings a r e  dominant f ea tu re s  o f  t he  
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I 
lgndscape. 
perhaps a grea te r  extdnt t h a n  does ' the  natural  cnsironment. 

T h e  modification b y  man of t h e  natural  enslonnient has not been ca r r i ed  t o  such 
an extent  t h a t  a l l  of the  good bui ldable  l m d  has been consunied. Much of the  
Borough's land area bhich has remained i n  i t s  natural  s t a t e  i s  good bui ldable  
land awaiting proper development. Some of t h o  vacant l a n d  is along stream beds 
where drainage problems may make development d i f f i c u l t .  T h i s  land should be 
retained i n  i t s  natural  s t a t e  and/or u t i l i z e d  f o r  recreat ion purposes. 

These f ea tu res  inf l  tience futi irc deszlopment pa t t e rns  t o  the  same c r  

t 
1 

. .  1 

. .  

. .  
.. . . . .  . 

I 
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BODIES OF WATER; 

WET SOIL 

-OW- CONTOUR LINE 
(ELEVATION) 

NATURPL FEATURES 

MYERSTOWN BOROUGH 
LEBANON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 



The c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  a c t  

EXlSTING LAND USE 

v i t i e s  i n  a comniunity i s  ind.:ated by t h e  manner n 
which i t s  l and  i s  b e i n g  u t i l i z e d ,  The u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  l a n d  c r e a t e s  a p a t t e r n  

. o f  l a n d  use and -o f  b u i l d i n g s  wh ich  evolves f ro in a complex, i n t e r l o c k i n g  s e r i e s  
o f  f a c t o r s ,  Major f ac to rs  i n f l u e n c i n g  l and  u t i !  i z a t i o n  p a t t e r n s  o f  a community 
a r e  geographic ! o c a t i o n ,  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s i  t i c s  o f  i t s  s i t e ,  i t s  .eccnomic 
base, r o u t e s  o f  t r a v e l  t h rough  t h e  community, and t,he h i s t , o r i c a l  p e r i o d  d u r i n g  
which p a r t i c , u l a r  sec t  i o n  developed. 

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Myerstown i s  an i r r e g u l a r l y  shaped, urban c.ommLinity t r a v e r s e d  by i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  
highways, U .S .  Highway 422 and Pennsylvania Route 501 and t h e  Lebanon V a l l e y  
Branch o f  t h e  Reading R a i l  road. 

' l y s t s  t o  t h e  Borough's pas t  development. A l s o  int : rumeatal  t o  p a s t  development 
was t h e  Union Canal. 

These t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  systems have been c a t a -  

Genera l l y ,  more i n t e n s e  land  development has occu r red  a long  these  t r a f f i c  ways. 
I n d u s t r i a l  uses o r i g i n a l l y  occupied s l t e s  a long t h e  canal .  W i t h  t h e  coming o f  
t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  l a p d  a long  i t  was u t i l i z e d  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  and heavy commercial 
purposes. Recept i n d u s t r i a l  a d d i t i o n s  have a l s o  occupied areas a long  t h e  r a i l -  
road # 

The main highway through t h e  Borough, U.S. Rte. 4 2 2 ,  once u t i l i z e d  Main Avende. 
The Borough's o l d e r  a m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l  ishments a r e  l o c a t e d  a long  t h i s  a r t e r y .  When 
t h e  highway was moved t o  c r o s s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end o f  t h e  Borough, newer commercial 
uses were a t t r a c t e d  t o  it. 

The most i n t e n s e  r e s i d e n t i a l  development occurs a long  Main Avenue. The a r c h i -  
t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n d i c a t e s  developvent a t  t h e  t i m e  whep t h i s  Avenue 
formed a p a r t  o f  t h e  main rocrte between Reading and Lebanon. 

Much o f  t h e  Borough was developed d u r i n g  t h e  1800's  as a r e s u l t  o f  f i r s t  t h e  
Union Canal and l a t e r  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  The a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  many o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  
i s  o f  t h a t  pe r iod .  The des ign  o f  t h e  b u i l d i p g s  and t h e  manner i n  which they  
a r e  c l u s t e r e d  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e s  an e a r l y  economy based on i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y .  

EXISTING LAND USE 

Myerstown covers 640 acres o f  land. Of  t h i s  area 80% i s  developed i n  urbar! t y p e  
uses. The rernaini.19 20% o f  t h e  Borough's l a n d  area i s  vacant.  

The f a c t  t h a t  n e a r l y  25% o f  t h e  developed a r e a . o f  t h e  Borough i s  devoted t o  i n -  
d u s t r i a l  and commercial uses, coupled w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  
developed area is i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  uses, c l e a r l y  Ind icat .es t h a t  Myerstown i s  a 
h i g h l y  u rban ized  community. Another i n d i c a t o r  o f  t h e  degree o r  u r b a n i z a t i o n  is  
t h e  amount o f  l a n d  devoted t o  s t r e e t s  and r a i l r o a d s .  I n  t.he Borough, aboti t  19% 
o f  i t s  developed area i s  consumed by r i g h t s - o f - w a y  f o r  these uses. 
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Land Use 

R e s i d e n t i a l  
Comme r c  I a 1 
I ndus t  r i a1 
Community F a c i l i t i e s  
Rec rea  t i on 
Rights-of -way 
Vacant 

T o t a l  Land Area 

Acres 

1 %  
46 
80 
55 
39 
96 

128 

640 

- 
- 

Table 22  

E x i s t i n g  Land Use -- __--_- 
. .  

% o f  T o t a l  Area 
-__I-- 

31 
7 

12 
9 
6 

15 
20 

100 

- 
-- 

Source: C o n s u l t a n t ! s  F i e l d  Survey, August 1967 

VACANT LAND 

Twenty pe rcen t  o f  t h e  Borough's  l and  area i s  undsed a t  t h e  p resen t  t i m e  f o r  u rban 
t y p e  development. T h i s  unused open space i s  p i - i m r i l y  represented  by  l a r g e  t r a c t s  
o f  l a n d  near t h e  p e r i p h e r i e s  o f  t h e  Borough. Thcre a r e  some smal l  vacant  b u i l d -  
i n g  l o t s  s c a t t e r e d  th roughout  t h e  b u i l t - u p  p o r t i o n s  o f  Myerstown. 
o f  t h i s  !and use ca tegory  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s ,  so t o  speak, t h e  commu- 
n i t y l s  l a n d  bank a w a i t i n g  p roper  development i n  accordance w i t h  a comprehensive 
p lan .  

The impor tance 

R I GHTS- OF-WAY 

These uses consume 15% o f  t h e  Borough's land a r m .  S t r e e t s  and a l l e y s  occupy 89 
acres  w h i l e  t h e  r a i  1 road r i g h t - o f - w z y  occupies about s i x  acres.  The average i n -  
c ludes  r i g h t s - o f - w a y  f o r  s t r e e t s  which have nct as y e t  been c o n s t r u c t e d .  

RECREAT I ON - 

Recrea t ion  f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  bo.th Borough owned f a c i l i t  
p r i v a t e  and quasi-pub1 i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Rec rea t ion  uses 
39 acres.  T h i s  represents  6% o f  t h e  Borough's l z~ i c !  area 

% of Developed Area 

38 
9 

15 
1 1  
8 

19 

100 - 

es and those owned by  
n Myerstown occupy about  

INSTITUTIONAL 

T h i s  broad c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i nc ludes  p u b l i c ,  sen;i-:>Liblic and p r i v a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  
wh ich  serve  t h e  community and i t s  immediate area,  These uses occupy 9% o f  t h e  
Borough's l a n d  area. The f a c i l  i t i e s  wh ich  comp: ise pub1 i c  uses a r e  opera ted  f o r  
t h e  genera l  p u b l i c  and a r e  u s u a l l y  owned by a i i z i t  o f  government. In Myerstown, 
these uses i nc lude ,  among o the rs ,  t h e  e lementary schoo l ,  l i b r a r y ,  f i r e  s t a t i o n s ,  
p o s t  o f f i c e ,  and Borough a d m i q i s t r a t i v e  and s e r v i c e  f u n c t i o n s .  Semi-publ ic  uses 
c o n s i s t  o f  churches, t h e  seminary, homes f o r  t-lie aged, s e r v i c e  c l u b s  and o t h e r  
f a c i l i t i e s  whose use i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  groups o f  people,  
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Cornmupity f a c i l i t i e s  occupy 55 ac res  i n  Myerstown. About f o u r  acres a r e  used 
f o r  u t i 1  i t i e s  such as t h e  wate r  r e s e r v o i r ,  te lephone company and e l e c t r i c  sub- 
s t a t  ions.  

INDUSTRIAL 
_c 

Major i n d u s t r i a l  uses a r e  pr;marily l o c a t e d  a long  t h e  r a i l r o a d  a long  t h e  South 
edge o f  M y e r s t o m  and ir  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Borough. There a r e  a 
few smal l  i n d u s t r i a l  o p c r a t i o n s  l o c a t e d  i n  b a s i c a l l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  arcas.  I n -  
d u s t r i a l  uses occupy 80 acres,, 12% o f  t he  Borough's t o t a l  l a n d  area. 

COMMERC 1 AL 

Commercial uses occupy o n l y  7% o f  r h e  t o t a l  l a n d  area o f  Myerstown. T h i s  low 
percentage i s  n c t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  o t h e r  smal l  communit ies which, 1 i k e  Myers- 
town, a r e  sub-regional  c e n t e r s  o f  c u l t u r a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t : i e s .  These 
uses occupy 46 acres o f  the Boroughls land area. They a r e  c o n f i n e d  a lmost  en- 
t i r e l y  t o  t h r e e  b a s i c  t ypes :  heavy commercial ( those businesses d e a l i n g  i n  
b u i l d e r ' s  s u p p l i e s ,  pl i imbir lg and h e a t i n g  equipment, ,and wholesale and ware- 
housing a c t i v i t i e s ) ,  highway o r i e n t e d  businesses (gas s t a t i o n s ,  au tomob i le  
d e a l e r s  and e a t i n g  es tab l i shmen ts ) ,  and shops d e a l i n g  i n  convenience goods and 
s e r v i c e s .  

Businesses d e a l i n g  i n  convenience goods and s e r v i c e s  a r e  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  l o -  
c a t e d  a l o Q g  Main Avenue. Other t ypes  of commercial uses a r e  somewhat s c a t t e r e d  
throughout  t h e  Borough i n  such a way t h a t  t hey  form no cohesive p a t t e r n .  There 
a r e  marly home occupat ions,  p r i m a r i l y  beauty shops, s c a t t e r e d  throughout  t h e  r e s i -  
d e n t i a l  areas o f  Myerstown. 

RESIDENTIAL 

R e s i d e n t i a l  uses, l a r g e l y  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  aqd t w o - f a m i l y  res idences,  account f o r  
31% o f  t h e  Borough's t o t a l  lartd area. T h i s  use consumes 196 acres o f  wh ich  a 
v e r y  smal l  percentage i s  i n  m v l t i - f a m i l y  use, For t h e  most p a r t ,  m u l t i - f a m i l y  
housing takes  t h e  form o f  conver ted,  o l d e r ,  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  homes. There is  a 
h i g h  i nc idence  o f  housing and commercial es tab l i shmen ts  s h a r i n g  t h e  same b u i l d -  
I ng. 

The housing accommodations i n  Myerstown a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  dominance o f  
sma l l ,  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  homes s i t u a t e d  on smal l  i n d i v i d l i a l  l o t s .  O f  t h e  1057 
housing u n i t s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  1960 U.S .  Census o f  Myerstown, 925 were s i n g l e  
f a m i l y  homes, 96 u n i t s  were i n  two - fam i l y  d w e l l i n g s ,  and o n l y  36 u n i t s  were 
l o c a t e d  i n  s t r u c t u r e s  hav ing  t h r e e  or  more u n i t s .  
a r e  owper occupied. 

N e a r l y  68% o f  t h e  res idences 

A y a r d s t i c k  f o r  measur ing t h e  q ? l a l i t y  of t h e  Boroclgh's housing i s  t h e  e s t i m a t e  
o f  f a i r  market va lde  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  census of housing. A t  t h a t  t i m e  
t h e  median v a l u e  of owner-occupied homes i n  Myerstown was $8,300. 
housing Structures i s  a l s o  a de te rm inan t  o f  q u a l i t y .  
Borough's l i v i n g  u n i t s  a r e  i q  b u i l d i n g s  wh ich  were b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  1940, 
c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  housing u n i t s  a r e  2 5  years o l d  o r  more. 

The aye o f  
Approx imate ly  80% o f  t h e  

i n d i -  
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The u s e f u l  l i f e  o f  o r i g i n a l  housing i s  es t ima ted  t o  be f rom 35-40 years.  Thus 
much o f  t h e  housing i s  now i n  a d e t e r i o r a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  o r  w i l l  be i n  5 t o  10 
years.  

The U,  S. Census Bureau i n  i t s  1960 Census o f  Housing i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  17% o f  t h e  
housing u n i t s  were i n  a d e r e r i o r a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  and over  3% were d i l a p i d a t e d .  
D e t e r i o r a t i n g  housing i s  de f i ned  as housing wh ich  needs more r e p a i r  t han  would 
be p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  cou rse  of r e g u l a r  rna:ntenawe. I t  has one o r  more d e f e c t  
o f  an  i n t e r m e d i a t e  n a t u r e  t h a t  must be c o r r e c t e d  i f  t h e  u n i t  i s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  
p r o v i d e  s a f e  and adequate shelter..  D i l a p i d a t e d  housing no l o n g e r  p r o v i d e s  
s a f e  and adequate s h e l t e r .  

The housing supp ly  i n  Myerstown does n o t  i n c l u d e  adequate numbers of u n i t s  o f  
a q u a l i t y  wh ich  w i l l  a t t r a c t  upper-widdle and upper income f a m i l i e s .  Conse- 
q u e n t l y ,  many f a m i l i e s  who m igh t  o t h e r w i s n  be l i v i n g  i n  Myerstown because o f  
j o b  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  housing p r o v i d e d  b y  o t h e r  communit ies i n  Lebanon 
County and as f a r  away as t h e  wes te rn  suburbs o f  Reading i n  Berks County. 

PROBLEM AREAS 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  problems of d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of housing and inadequacy of supp ly  
f o r  a l l  groups, t h e  l a n d  use a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e s  o t h e r  areas o f  concern.  A ma jo r  
problem i s  t h a t  o f  c o m p a t i b i l i t y .  Because t h e r e  has been no zoning o rd inance  
adopted by t h e  Borough, commercial and i n d u s t r i a l  uses have i n t r u d e d  upon res -  
i d e n t i a l  areas, Conversely,  r e s i d e n t i a l  u n i t s  have been l o c a t e d  i n  areas wh ich  
a r e  n o t  c o m p a t i b l e  t o  commercial and i n d u s t r i s l  uses, R e s i d e n t i a l  u n i t s  a r e  
l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  bus iness areas t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f  b o t h  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
uses and t h e  commercial es tab l i shmen ts .  

Another area o f  concern i s  t h e  genera l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  bus iness area 
a l o n g  Main Avenue and of o t h e r  commercial uses s c a t t e r e d  th roughou t  t h e  Borough. 
Many of t h e  commercial spaces on Main Avenue a r e  vacant  adding t o  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  
c o n d i t i o n .  
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E f f e c t i v e  community f a c i l i t i e s  and j e r v i c e s  make a v i t a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  
h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  o f  a community whether t h z y  a r e  p u b l i c ,  s e m i - p u b l i c  o r  
p r i v a t e .  P u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  those which a r e  p r o v i d e d  by a governmental o r  
a t a x i n g  u n i t  and se rve  t h e  e n t i r e  commurlity. 
f r a t e r n a l  and othet-  ph i  i a n t h r o p i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  cons ide red  t o  be semi- 
p u b l i c  as they  se rve  o n l y  a segment o f  t h e  community. 
and e l e c t r i c  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r e  g e n e - a l i y  p r i v a t e l y  owned and s e r v e  an e n t i r e  
commun i t y . 

Faci  i i t i e s  p r o v i d e d  by  churches, 

U t i l i t i e s  such as gas 

MUNICIPAL FACILITIES AKD SERVlCES 

- M u n i c i p a l  B u i l d i n q  

The Borough m a i n t a i n s  i t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e s  a t  515 South C o l l e g e  S t r e e t ,  
i n  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  B u i l d i n g .  
and t h e  Borough Manager, t h e  b u i l d i n g  houses t h e  p o l i c e  department 
and t h e  borough maintenance shops.  
t h e  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  Myerstown Water Au t l t o r i  t y .  

P u b l i c  Works and Maintenance 

I n  a d d i t i o n  LO space f o r  borough a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

The a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  a l so  serves as 

Borough maintenance personnel  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f u n c t i o n s :  

S t r e e t  maintenace, c l e a n i n g  and snov\r removal .  
Maintenance o f  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  and grounds. 
Care o f  Borough v e h i c l e s  and equi  pmeqt. 
Park and p layground maintenance. 
Maintenance o f  s a n i t a r y  and s to rm sewer systems. 

The Borough owns t h e  fo l  l ow ing  maintenance equipment: 

Highway Department: 

4 t r u c k s  
1 l i g h t  g rader  
1 backhoe and loader  
1 13 t o n  r o l l e r  
1 s t r i p i n g  machine ( 1  c y l i n d e r )  
1 t a r  machine ( 1  c y l i n d e r )  

Sewage Au tho r ;  t y :  

1 t ank  t r u c k  
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The R e c r e a t i o n  Commission, Sewzge A u t h o r i t y  and Highday Department share:  1 
1 p i c k u p  t r u c k  
g rass-cu t t e r  s 

UTI LlTlES 

_I_ Storm Sewers 1 
I 
1 
I 

M y e r s t o w  has two s to rm sewer Ilnes.  One i s  l o d a t e d  under Goodwi 1 1  S t r e e t ,  be- 
g i n n i n g  a t  H a i n  Avenue w i t h  a 36 i w h  p l p e  and d i s c h a r g i n g  i n t o  Tulpehocken 
Creek from a 60 i n c h  p i p e .  The, second l i n e  has i t s  b e g i n n i n g  a t  Main and Rai 3 -  
road S t r e e t .  The f l ow  i s  southward a long  Rai Irctad .to Nadison A I  l e y ,  t h e n  west 
t o  t h e  a l l e y  beh ind  Keystone F i r e  S t a t i o n ,  souCli i n t o  Carpenter  S t r e e t ,  and 
westward t o  converge w i t h  t h e  s t o m  sewer !~ntIe:- Gcodwi 1 1  S t r e e t .  A 42 i n c h  
p i p e  i s  u t i l i z e d  f ron  Magn acd Ra%froad t o  Carpenter  and Col!ege and a 48 I n c h  
p i p e  i s  tised from . that  p o i n t  t o  i t s  con:?ectim w i t h  t h e  Goodwi i l  S t r e e t  l i n e .  

* . .  

O the r  zreas of t h e  Borough re ' i y  'or, na tu ra ;  di-air:age courses and s t r e e t  g i l t t e r s  
fclr storm water. i-uh-off a Only v e r y  minor pr'oblcins occur i n  t hese  areas d z r i n g  
p e r i o d s  o f  heavy downpour. T h e  n a t u r e  o f  t hese ,p r& lems  i s  such t h a t  no i m -  
med ia te  s teps  need co be taken  f o r  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime .  

1 
S a n j t a r y  Sewers , 

1 
S a n i t a r y  sewer s e r v i c e  i s  p r o v i d e d  by ek,e ~ \ j c : c y c n m  Sewer A u t h o r i t y .  It: is 
leased, m a i n t a i n e d  and operated by  t h e  Boroi?~!). The c o l l e c t e d  sewage i s  t r e a t e d  
a t  t h e  sewage t rea tmen t  p l a n t  l o c a t e d  i n  J a c k s ~ r ,  Township eas t  o f  t h e  Eorough on 
M i l l  Averrue. T r e a t e d  e f f l u e r l r  from t h e  p l a n t  is  d ischarged  i n t o  Tulpehocken 
Creek. 

The sewer system was i n s t a l l e d  a t  a cost O F  a h J C  $2,OO9,OOO. The Borough i s  i n  
t h e  ptoceFs of h a v i n g  a l l  p r o p e r t ! e s  co.nec'ied t o  t h e  system. By t h e  e n d  of ?967 
t h e r e  x e r e  558 connec t ions .  'This rep resen is  abcrrrt 50% o f  t h e  t o t a l  a n t F c i p a t e d  
use rs .  The s a n i t a r y  sewer system u t i l i z e s  t h e  g r a v i t y  f lodt  method. E f f l u e n t  i s  
pumped i n t o  the  f i r s t  u n i t  of t h e  t reatmeEt p i a n t .  The t rea tmen t  p l a n t  i s  de- 
s igned  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of presen t  needs p l u s  acoti-;gr 100,000 t o  160,OCO g a l l o n s  per  
day. T h i s  w i l l  a l l o w  f o r  f u t u r e  i n d s l s t r i a l  arid r e s i d e n t i a l  expansion i n  t h e  

I 
I 

Borough. 
I 

Samples a r e  taken  r e g u l a r l y  d u r i n g  tile stages of t r e a t m e n t  and analyzed f o r  8313- I 
Che.nicaS and Ox-jgen Demand ar?d so!ids c o n t e n t .  Results of these t e s t s  a r e  eri- 
t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  weekly  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  t i e a l r h  Department who, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
a n a l y z i n g  t 5 e  r e p o r t s ,  rnak.e p e r i o d i c  it;spec.t!cris o f  t h e  p l a n t  prTmari l y  t o  de- 
t e r m i n e  t h a t  t,he wa te r  enter i i7g t h e  stream: rrejets t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
Water Board. 

1 
I 



8 
I 

Garbane and Refuse RemoeL 

The 6orough has l i c e n s e d  two c o n t r a c t o r s  t o  c o l l e c t  garbage and r e f u s e  by p r i v a t e  
s u b s c r i p t  i o n .  Bo th  c o n t r a c t o r s  have land f  i 1 ! s  l o c a t e d  i n  Jackson Townshi p. Re- 
s i d e n t s  pay for t h i s  remcval s z r v i c e  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  The BDrough r e f u s e  o rd inance  
r e q u i r e s  weekly domest ic and t w i c e  weekly commercial c o l l e c t i c n .  

Water 

Water i s  SUpp!ied t o  consumers i n  Myerstown and i n  ad jacen t  areas i n  Jackson 
Township by t h e  Myerstoim Water A u t h o r i t y .  The water  system u t i  l i z e s  t h r e e  
d r i l l e d  w e l l s ,  which a r e  l o c a t e d  abogt two m i l e s  no r thwes t  of t h e  Borough, ad-. 
j a c e r l t  t o  S t racks  Lake, as i t s  source of wate r .  Water f r o m  t h e  w e l l s  i s  c h l o -  
r i n a t e d  a t  t h e  w e l l  s i t e  and then  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  Borough th rough  a 10 i n c h  
t r a n s m i s s i o n  ma,in. The 10 i n c h  main connects t o  a one m i l l i o n  g a l l o n  e1evate.d 
t a n k  l o c a t e d  a t  Co' l lege and J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t s .  From h e r e  wa te r  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  
t o  consumers i n  Myerstown and ad jacen t  areas i n  Jackson Township. About 90% o f  
t h e  users a r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  Borough. A l l  of t h e  res idences i n  t h e  Borotigh 
a r e  served w i t h  t h i s  p u b l i c  wa te r  supp ly .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c h l o r i n a t i o n  t h e  wa te r  supp ly  i s  t r e a t e d  by a temporary vacuum 
d i a t o m i t e  f i l t e r  t o  remove i n t e r m i t t e n t  t u r b i d i t y .  I t  i s  planned t o  i n t r o d u c e  
f l u o r i d a t i o n  by mid-1968 and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a f i  l t e r  p l a n t  i s  p r o j e c t e d  
f o r  mid-1969 t o  c o r r e c t  wa te r  q u a l i t y  problems. 

D a i l y  water  demand was , I t 2  m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  per  day (mgd) i n  1965. I t  i s  a n t i c i -  
pa ted  t h a t  t h i s  demand w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t o  .88 rngd by  1990 and 1.24 mgd by t h e  year  
2010. Peak demand i n  2010 can be expected t o  be 1.9 mgd. 

The mi.nimum y i e l d  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w e l l s  i s  about 850,000 g a l l o n s  per day. Based 
o n  t h e  minimum y i e l d  and p r o j e c t  water  demand, t h e  t h r e e  e x i s t i n g  w e l l s  can 
s a t i s f y  t h e  average d a i l y  requi rements u n t i l  about 1985. D e f i c i e n c i e s  i n h e r e n t  
i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w e l l s  can be c o r r e c t e d  and new w e l l s  d r i l l e d  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w e l l  
f i e l d  t o  s a t i s f y  a n t i c i p a t e d  demand u n t i l  about 1995. A f t e r  t h a t  t i m e  a new w e l l  
area o r  some o t h e r  source, such as s u r f a c e  water  o r  purchase of  wa te r  f rom ano the r  
a u t h o r i t y ,  w i l l  have t o  be u t i l i z e d .  

Other U t i l i t i e s  

E l e c t r i c  s e r v i c e  i s  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t b e  area by t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Edison Company. 
Gas s e r v i c e  i s  provi 'ded by t h e  U n i t e d  Gas improvement Company. Telephone s e r v i c e  
i s  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  Be the l  and Mount Aetna Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

COMMUNI TY PROTECT I ON 

Pol i c e  

The Myerstown P o l i c e  Department employs two f u  
A s s i s t a n t  C h i e f )  and seven p a r t - t i m e  pol iceinen 

1- t ime o f f i c e r s  ( P o l i c e  Ch ie f  and 
. I t  has one r a d i o  equipped c a r .  
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Twei?t); hour f u l l  coverage arid f o u r  hour c a l l  coverage a r e  p rov ided .  The P c l i c e  I 
Departmeat , .  i s  headquar tered i ! ~  t:he M u i ? i C i p < i l  f:ui ) d i n g .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  l o c a l  coverage, F2r:1;-jylvariia S t a t e  P o l i c e  cover  M.yerstowrr 
and i t s  immediate area ozt of t h e  Lccestciwn as r racks .  

F i  re, 

The Borough i s ' s e f v e d  by  two v o l u n t e e r  f i r e  companies, t h e  Keystone F i r e  Company 
a t  25 South R a i l r e a d  and the GoodsilPi F i r e  Company a t  155 West Main S t ree t , .  To- 
g e t h e r ,  t h e  two companies have f i v e  t rucks .  
between 40 t o  50 t r a i n e d  i f remer; .  
t r i b u t i o n s .  : 'The ' two f i r e  companies a l s c  s e r v e  areas o f  Jackson Township. 

Ambu7anc.e 

Ambu1aPc.e se rv i c ,e  i s  p r o v i d e d  t o  ti.r;lrcugi; r e s  Idents  by  t h e  Myerstown f 1 r'st a i d  
u n i t ,  a p r i v a t e ,  n o n - p r . ~ f I t  c o r p s r a t i o ? .  T h i s  c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  a member of t h e  
Lebanon Courrtv Coooeratij;e Ambu1a;ic:e AssocFatlon. 

I 
1 
I 

T h e i r  combined membership i x ' l u d e s  
8 0 t h  compaities a r e  suppor ted  by  y e a r l y  con- 

c .  

PUBLIC EDUCATjON FACl LIT- I 
. .  

I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
1 
I 
1 
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Schools  

The Myerstow-n. School System i s  a member of t h e  Eas te rn  Lebanon County School 
D i s e r i c t  w h i c h  i h c l u d e s  Nyerstown 2nd R t  ch' iazd Bsroughs and Jackson, He ide lbe rg  
a d  jy l i  1 / c r e e k  Townshfps a r d  has  i t s  ad i r i i n i s t r *a t i ve  o f f i c e s  a t  t h e  Eas te rn  Lebanon 
County H igh  Schaol . 'I'kere Is orie eTemer.l';:ary schao! i n  Myerstown, atter;ded by 
e lementary  ch i - l d re r?  from Hyerstcwr: and S C ~ W  elementary c h i  l d r e n  l i v i n g  eas t  o f  
Myerstown i n  Jackson Township. The s c h m l  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  Rai l r o a d  and Ca.rpenter 
S t r e e t s ;  t h e  o r I g i n a 1  p o r t i o n  was built i n  i 9 i 5 ,  a d d i t i o n s  and renova t ions  were 
made i n  I936 and 1964. The i1964 rEmvz.:.io:;s ;\rere made te  c w v e r t  t h e  schoo'! 
from elementary-secondary t o  e i e m n t a r y  use ,  

The school  has 592 p u p i l s  and 20 teacherr;.  Tkcere a r e  15 r e g u l a r  c lassroomS, '2  
baseine:?t substandard s p e c i a l  educa t ion  ~ G ~ X I S ,  1 basement k i n d e r g a r t e n  room, 1 
gymnasium-cafeter ia ,  1 h e a r t h  r o w ! ,  1 i i5ra:y and 1 a u d i t o r i u m .  T'he s i t e  has 
about  t h r e e  acres  w i t h  p l a y g r o u r d  equip. ;ent  ii? bac,k a f  t h e  schoo l ;  t h e  s i t e  i s  
not enclosed,  and a hazard  t a  s a f e t y  i s  c r e a t z d  by t h e  movement o f  v e h i c u l a r  
t r a f f i c  across  t h e  p7aygroilr;d. 

A l thoug5  reno+dat i3ns o f  t h e  heating system, h:iridoihfs and l a v a t o r i e s  w i  1 1  be 
necessary:, 

PQb l l c  L ib ra f i  

The Hyzrstown L i b r a r y  i s  ma in ta ined  by a l i b r a r y  board,  members o f  wh ich  a r e  
appo in ted  by the a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  board. Br! annual c o n t r i b i i t i o n  i s  made by  t h e  
Boro;Jgh and by J a c k o n  7av; ;shi  p ;  res  i dea ts  a? b o t h  mzni c i  pa 1 i t i  es use t h e  1 I b r a  r y .  

. .  t h e r e  a r e  no p1a:r:s'foi add iag  t o  t 3 e  s t r u c t u r e .  .. . 
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- RECREA'I  I Oy 

Myerstown has a l a r g e  comrnui-tity pa rk  and p layground wh ich  i nc ludes  such amen- 
i t i e s  as a swimming p o o l ,  t e n n i s  c o u r t s  and p layground equipment. Maintenance 
of t h e  Borough's r e c r e a t i o n  areas . i s  p rov ided  by t h e  MyFrstown Highway d e p a r t -  
ment. 

A t  p resen t  t h e  Recreat ior :  Commission p rov ides  a summer program. T h i s  i s  s t a f f e d  
w i t h  teachers and cof l ege  persorfinel. Chi l d re r r ' s  programs i n c l u d e :  

Bow 1 i ng 
Archery  
Soccer 
Shows and E x h i b i t s  
S w i n m f  ng 

G o l f  
Basketba 1 1 
Track  and F i e l d  
l e r i n  i s 
P i c n i c s  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  these  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  sponsored by  community organ- 
i z a t  ions:  

L i t t l e  League Basebal 1 
Legion Baseba l l  
Midget  Soccer  

Teener Baseba 1 1 
Midget  F o o t b a l l  
B iddy  B a s k e t b a l l  

There a r e  a l s o  a d u l t  programs i n v o l v i n g  such s p o r t  a c t i v i t i e s  as b a s e b a l l ,  s o f t -  
b a l l  and vol l e y b a l l .  

Both t h e  Boy Scouts and G i r l  Scouts m a i n t a i n  a c t i v e  groups which a r e  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  t h e  Borough's c h i l d r e n .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p u b l i c  and q u a s i - p u b l i c  sponsored r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t y  t h e r e  a r e  
p r i v a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  such as t h e  b o w l i n g  lanes on Highway 422 
and a t  t h e  Goodwi l l  F i r e  Company, and t l ic  Lebazon V a l l e y  Go l f  Course near Myers- 
town. 

There a r e  a l s o  seve ra l  parks f o r  a rea  w ide  use a v a i l a b l e  such as Conrad Weiser 
S t a t e  Park, Coleman Memorial Park and m u n i c i p a l  parks i n  Lebanon, Cleona and 
N o r t h  Lebanon. 

OTHER COIYMUNI'TY S E R V l  C E S  

There a r e  two f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y  i n  Myerstown. The E v a n g e l i c a l  Congre- 
g a t i o n a l  Church m a i n t a i n s  t h e  Burd-Rogers Memorial Home which acccmmodates 
approx ima te l y  125 e l d e r l y  persons. The Twin Spruce Convalescent Home, l o c a t e d  
on South R a i l r o a d ,  can accommodate 40 t o  50 e l d e r l y  persons. 

There a r e  s i x  churches i n  f lyerstown. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  Burd-Rogers 
Memorial Home, t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  Congregat ional  Church m a i n t a i n s  i t s  church press 
and a t h e o l o g i c a l  seminary ir! t h e  Borough. The seminary accommodates about 40 
s tuden ts  . 
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The Myerstown Post O f f i c e  i s  l o c a t e d  on R a i l r o a d  S t r e e t  a t  Madison A l l e y .  

There a r e  no h o s p i t a l s  i n  Myerstown. 
Read4 ng . 

Th is  s e r v i c e  i s  p rov ided  i n  Lebanon and 

. .  
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I C IF.CULATI 0!4 

O f  the major problems confrontins a n y  munlcipali ty ,  those t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  t r a f f i c  
and c i r c u l a t i o n ,  a re  i n  the  forefront-. Thtl  reasons f o r  t h i s  i s  that  the e f f i -  
ciency and sa fe ty  w i  tli which one can move about I n  order t o  reach his  dest ina-  
t ion determines t o  a great  extent  the d e s i r a b i l i t y  of the area.  Patterns of 
t r a f f i c ,  however, change as a resu l t  of the red is t r ibu t ion  of population and 
the development o f  new faci 1 i t i e s  a n d  estab1 ishments. 
coupled w i t h  increased rel iance on the use o f  the pr ivate  autornobile i n  prcfer- 
ence t o  p u b 1  i c  forms of t ranspor ta t icn ,  creace an ever-increasing demand to  
accommodate the growing flow of t r a f f i c  b y  improving the s t r e e t s  arid highways. 
Otherwise the increased congestlon may have ser ious economic consequences t o  
the fu ture  \veIl-beinS o f  the area and d e t r a c t  from i t s  d e s i r a b i l i t y .  

Traf f ic  pat terns  i n  t4yerstown ref lec t  i t s  posit ion w ; t h  rdspect t o  the overall  
road arid travel network i n  the county. I n  addition t o  the Borough's i r regular  
:shape, the overall  road system carves i t  into small a reasr  Yet these roacl,s 
provide a potent ia l  locational advantage that: can be capi ta l ized  upon w i t h  ce r -  
t a i n  adjcistments i n  the use of l a n d  and  i n  t:he road network. 

Population growth, 

Because of the Borough's proximity to  Lebanon, Reaging and other  centers ,  the 
area experiences si y n i  f i  cant ly  increasing t r a f f i c  vol cimes , par t icu lar ly  d u r i n g  
the rush hours. Due t o  i t s  location, t r a f f i c .  o r ig ina t ing  i n  o ther  conmiunities 
passes throcrgh the Borough t o  dest inat ions beyond. Faci l i t i e s  w i t h i n  the Bor- 
ough generate t h e i r  own volumes, which are  l ike ly  t o  increase i n  the future .  
Similar ly ,  the various i n t e n s i t i e s  o f  res ident ia l  and'oth'er uses contr ibute  
each i n  i t s  own way t o  the pat tern o f  t r a f f i c  i n  the area.  Yet, even though 
new t r a f f i c  pat terns  are  developing, the ex is t ing  road system i n  Myerstown has 
not been adjusted t o  these changes. 

TRAFFIC GENERATORS - 

Some land uses give r i s e  t o  greater  volun-~es o f  t r a f f i c  t h a n  others .  Some are  
more continuous generators through the day  or  a t  s p e c i f i c  times of the day .  

. . S t i l l  o thers  only in te rmi t ten t ly  generate large volu!iies o f  t r a f f i c .  On the 
' b a s i s  of these s p e c i f i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  i t  i s  possible t o  s o r t  t r a f f i c  genera- 
t o r s  i n t o  three general groups. F i r s t  are  the business and  commercial uses 
which can b e  expected t o  generate re la t ive ly  continuous amounts of t r a f f i c  
throughout the d a y .  Then, there are uses like. industry or schools which can 
be expected t o  give r i s e  t o  increased an!ouoi.s of t r a f f i c  a t  the beginning a n d  
close o f  t h e i r  respective d a y s ,  w i t h  r e l a t i v e l y  small amounts d u r i n g  other 
hours. F ina l ly ,  there  a r e  community L I S ~ S  such as churches which give r i s e  to 
. t r a f f i c  only a t  in te rva ls .  

. .  
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STREETS C L A S S  I F I CAT1 ON 

The s t r e e t s  i n  Myerstown, 1 i ke those i n  a n y  comniuni t y ,  can be c l a s s i f i e d  into a 
system based  on t.hc. voluriie o f  t r a f f i c  cai.i-isrl and on the purpose each serves .  
I n  the Borough, three mair? categories  can b e  es tab l i shed .  

---_-_-_- 

I__-- Arter ia !s ,  These a re  s t r c e t s  whic!? L a r r y  large anioiints o f  t r a f f i c  over 
long dis tances  a t  moderate speeds t.f?roiqI.! develcped areas .  General l y  
these routes have four lanes of  movin5 t r a f f i c ,  and in te rsec t ions  with 
s t r e e t s  of less intense use a r e  a t  gi-ade level .  

Collect.ot-s. These a re  s t r e e t s  whit.!? a r c  used primarily for  internal  ' 

niovenient. They  carry moderate voluilies o f  t r a f f i c  from one par t  of the 
Borough.to another a t  speed limits f r c m  ?I; t o  35 miles p e r  hour. They 
are  general l y  two lane roaci:vays. 

Loca! $trees-carry internal  t r a f f i c  d ,  i*>ct ly  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  commercial 
and indus t r ia l  propert ies .  Local s t r e e t s  i n d i v i d u a l l y  carry small volclmes * .  

o f -  t r a f f i c ,  b u t  togsther  t h e y  composc the majority o f  the 
road system. . .  . .  . .  

. .  , . .  . .  

C I RCU[..ATI ON PATTEEN 

mileage o f  the 

D u r i n g  the course of development, a patl.ci-Ji c;f vehicular c i rcu  
w i t h i n  the Borough. T h i s  pa t te rn  can be expressed i n  terms of 
f i c a t i o ~ s  . 
Lincoln Avenue ( U . S .  Route h 2 2 )  is an  excc l ien t  example of an 

a t  ion has evolved 
the s t r e e t s  c l a s s i -  

nter-regi  onal 
a r te r , ia l .  
not only c a r r i e s  t r a f f i c  from nearby ccnters  t o  the Borough, b u t  i t  a l s o  accon7- 
modates l a r g e  volumes o f  t r a f f i c  whose desti i iat ion is the:regionaI centers  and 
beyond. 

Because i t  forms a part  of the v a s t  Pennsylvania highway system, i t  

College S t r e e t  (Penna. Route 501) is ar! i r rpc j r t an t  c a r r i e r  of local and regional 
t r a f f i c .  Because i t  provides a connecting 1 i n k  between Myerstown and communities 
to  the north and  south as ~ 1 1  as major east-.*,dcst highways, t h i s  s t r e e t  i s  c l a s -  
sifiecl  as an a r t e r i a l .  

The map 'en t i t l ed  '"Circulation Patterns" indicates  both the  a r t e r i a l s  and co l lec-  
t o r s .  Streets ,which a re  c:lassified as c o l l c c t o r s  are  important t o  the internal  . 
movement o f  t r s f f . i c .  Railroad S t r e e t ,  L G C L I S ~ :  S t r e e t  a n d  Stoever Avenue a r e  I m -  
por t  cGl?ec tors  which, i n  addition t o  o t k r  t r a f f i c ,  carry t r a f f i c  t o  and from 
t h e  Borough's indus t r ia l  coniplexes. N a i n  Avenue is an  important col lec tor  
which serves t o  connect blest Myerstown arid M i  1 l a r d s v i  1 le  t o  the Borough. I 

4 
I 
I 

A l l  roadways which have not been c l a s s i f i e d  a s  c o l l c c t o r s  o r  a r t e r i a l s  are local 
s t reets  whose primary function is t o  ccrry t r a f f i c  d i  rec t ly  t o  s p e c i f i c  proper- 
t i e s .  

- 
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The f o l l o w i n g  s y s t e m  o f  one-way s t r e e t s  h a s  r ec : ? ,n t ly  been p u t  i n to  e f f e c t :  

To D i r e c t i o n  o f  T r a v e l  -.- F rom S t r e e t  -- 
S. Broad S t .  
S. C h e r r y  S t .  
N .  R a i l r o a d  S t .  
Muni ci p a l  

P a r k i n g  Lot 

E .  Plaple  Ave. E .  Mai n Ave. No I' t h bo u n d 
E .  Main Ave. E .  R i c h l a n d  Ave. Southbound 
L i n c o l n  Ave. N .  C o l l e g e  S t .  Kor thbound 

E .  Main Ave. Madison A 1  l e y  So LI t h bound 

TRAFFIC VOl.UMES 
c 

The a b i l i t y  o f  highviays t o  c a r r y  l a r g e  volumes  of t r a f f i c  is c o n t r o 1 l e . d  by 
s e v e r a l  f a c t c r s .  The number o f  t r a f f i c  l a n e s ,  g r a d e s ,  s i g h t ' d i s t a n c e s  p r o p o r -  
t i o n  o f  t r u c k s ,  o p e r a t i n g  s p e e d s  and roadway c l e a r a n c e  a r e  sone o f  the more 
i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t s  wh ich  a f f e c t  c a p a c i t y .  Two-lane r o a d s  c a n  c a r r y  a s  many 
as 5,000 c a r s  p e r  day b t i i  o n l y  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t r a f f i c  t i e - u p s  and  d e l a y .  
Roads wh ich  c a r r y  t h i s  much t r a f f i c  r e g u l a r l y  r e q u i r e  f o u r  l a n e s  f o r  moving 
t r a f f i c ,  p r e f e r a b l y  d i v i d e d  by a mzdian  s t r i p .  

T r a f f i c  counts on t h e  a r t e r i a l s  a f f e c t i n g  Myerstown w e r e  made by t h e  S t a t e  
t l ighwsy Depar tmen t .  T h e s e  counts w e r e  computed i n  t e r m s  o f  an  a n n u a l  a v e r a g e  
f l ow  f o r  a 24 h o u r  p e r i o d .  U.S.  Route 4.22, L i n c o l n  Avenue,  c a r r i e s  9 , 5 0 0 .  
v e h i c l e s  p e r  day .  
v e h i c l e s  p e r  day  n o r t h  o f  Myers todn .  T h i s  t r a f f i c  d i m i n i s h e s  t o  1,500 as i t  
moves s o u t h w a r d  t o  R e i s t v i  1 l e .  

RDAD COND I TI ONS 

' M a j o r  s t r e e t s ,  t h o s e  c l a s s i f i e d  as  a r t e r i a l s  and  c o l l e c t o r s ,  f o r  the nicst p a r t  
h a v e  heavy  d u t y  s u r f a c e s  w h i c h  w i l l  accommodate heavy moving l o a d s .  Local  I 

I s t r e e t s  g e n e r a l l y  have  a l i g h t e r  s u r f a c e  and a r e  n o t  c a p a b l e  o f  h a n d l i n g  heavy  
t r a f f i c  w i t h o u t  damage t o  s t r e e t  s u r f a c e .  

: 

P e n n s y l v a n i a  Route 5 O I ,  C o l l e g e  S t r e e t ,  c a r r i e s  2,600 

. .  

. 

Newly c o n s t r u c t e d  s t r e e t s  a r e ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  i n  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  O l d e r  
s t r e e t s  a re  showing s i g n s  o f  a g e  and t h e i r  s u r f a c e s .  a r e ,  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  
o n l y  i n  good t o  f a i r .  c o n d i t i o n .  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a r e a s  w h e r e  c u r b s  a r e  n o t  p r o v i d e d .  The s p o r a t i c  use o f  c u r b i n g  
and g e n e r a l l y  f a i r  t o  good s u r f a c e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  roadways  t e n d  t o  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  Myerstown.  A more i n t e . n s i v e  program o f  s t r e e t  improvements  s h o u l d  
be i n i t i a t e d .  

1 
? T h e r e  a r e  many i n s t a n c e s  o f  b r o k e n  s . u r f a c e s ,  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  c a r t w a y  w i d t h s  a r e  a d e q u a t e  f o r  t , he i  r p u r p o s e  and t r a f f i c  f l o w .  
Notable e x c e p t i o n s  a r e  Flain Avenue,  C o l l e g e  S t r e e t  and  a p o r t i o n  o f  Broad and 
C h e r r y  S t r e e t s .  A l though  t r a f f i c  h a z a r d s  a r e  n o t  many, t h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  
number t o  w a r r a n t  m e n t i o n  as  f o l  lows: 

. L i m i t e d  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  t r a f f i c  on C o l l e g e  S t r e e t  a t  ) \ s i n  Avenue. 



I 
I 

L i m i  tecl v i s i b i l i t y  o f  t t . a f f ic  on Broad S t r e e t  ai- Ha in  Avenue. 

On grade crossing o f  the ra i l road a t  Railroad S t r e e t .  

Inadequate underpass on College S t r e e t  a t  the ra i l road .  

Lack of t r a f f i c  confro! a t  the. in te rsec t ion  of Main Avenue w i t h  ' . 
Railroad S t r e e t .  

Poorly designed in te rsec t ion  a t  Main Avenue and College S t r e e t .  

Poorly designed in te rsec t ion  a t  Rai lroad S t r e e t  and Route 422. 

Excessive grade on College S t ree t  near t h e  Seminary. 

Excessive grade on Cherry S t r e e t  a t  Center Avenue. 

I 

I 
P U G L I  C TRANSPORTATI O N  

Except for  b u s  se rv ice  b y  Continental T r a i l w a y s  w i t h  a regular stop a t  the ' 

d.rugstoi-e on H a i n  Avenue and a f l a g  s top on Route 422, there a re  no major 
passenger services  i n  14yerstown. Borough residents  rely on t h e  inter-regional 
bus, r a i l  and a i r  f a c i l i t i e s  located i n  Lebanon., Harrisburg, Cancaster and 
Reading f o r  long dis tance commercial t r a v e l .  

T h e  Lebanon Val ley Branch of the Reading Rai lroad provides r'ai 1 f r e i g h t  service 
-from i t s  s t a t i o n  i n  Lebanon. Passenger ser:vice on t h i s  l ine  has been discon- 
ti  nued. 

! Lebanon'Val l e y  A i r  .Park  located j u s t  w e s t  of Myerstown provides char te r  plane, 
a i r  t a x i ,  and a i r  f r e i g h t  se rv ices .  A f l y i n g  school i s  a l s o  conducted a t  the 
a i r  park. . .  

. _  
! .  

1 . .  
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- CUHMlIN I TY GOALS 

, A  r e a l  i s t i c ;  Comprehensive Plar! f o r  Myerstowl  cannot be developed w i t h o u t  f i r s t  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  c a r e f u i l y  cons ide red  o v e r a l l  long-range genera l  g o a l s  and subsc- 
cjuent development p o l i c i e s  and o b j c c t i v e s  t o  g i v e  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  Borough's 
Glanning prog'ram. The Borough o f  Myerstown has developed a c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r  
As a community o f  p redomina te l y  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  homes and as a smal l  i n d u s t r i a l  
c e n t e r .  The Comprehensivs Plan proposes t h a t  t h e  Borotigh expand i t s  r o l l  as 
a r e s i d e n t  ia1 c.oir!inunity, b u t  w i t h  inc. reas ing d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  t o  i n c l u d e  add i -  
t i o n a l  commercial , p r o f e s s i o n a l  and s e l e c t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  'uses t h a t  w i l l  a t t r a c t  
and se rve  Myerstown and Eas te rn  Lebanon Cotin!ty r e s i d e p t s .  W i t h  t h i s  as a b a s i s  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  goa ls  have been e s t a b l  ished: 

1 .  The ; d e n t i t y  o f  Myerstown should be r e t a i n e d  and r e i n f o r c e d  th rough  
development o f  t h e  Eorough as a s t r o n g  s o c i a l ,  e d u c a t i o o a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and s e r v i c e  
c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  Borough and i t s  immediare area. 

2. The Borough should s t r e p g t h e n  i t s  r o l l  a s  a r e s i d e n t i a l  community 
by encouraging an expanded range o f  housing types and va lues.  

3 .  The v a r i o u s  l and  uses should be c o o r d i n a t e d  t o  ach ieve  
f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t he  Borough f o r  t h e  convenience and w e l l - b e i n g  o f  
workers and v i s i t o r s .  

e f f i c i e n t  
t s  r e s i d e n t s ,  

4. T r a f f i c  c i r c u l a t i o n  sho?rld be c o o r d i n a t e d  w i r h  t h e  v a r  ous l a n d  uses 
t o  maximize s a f e t y  and f o r  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  movement o f  goods and people w i t h i n  t h e  
Borough, as w e l l  as t o  and f rom i t .  

5. Reta i  1 commercial , profess ional ,  and o t h e r  s e r v i c e  uses, t o  serve 
t h e  needs o f  t h e  Borough r e s i d e n t s  and o f  those o f  t h e  area should be concen t ra ted  
i n  s e l e c t e d  areas of t h e  Borough. 

6. I n d u s t r i a l  development, meet ing r igorol;s s tandards o f  performance 
and design, should be encouraged i n  s e l e c t e d  l o c a t i o n s  w e l l  served by roads and 
u t i l i t i e s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  employment i n  t h e  area and t o  s t r e n g t h e n  
t h e  t a x  base o f  t h e  Borough. 

7. P rov ide  adequate open space and a p p r o p r i a t e  community f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  
w i l l  s a t i s f y  e x i s t i n g  needs and rese rve  l and  f o r  f u t u r e  requi rements.  

8. Coord i r i a t i on  o f  t h e  development o f  t h e  Borough w i t h  t h e  growth o f  
su r round ing  communit ies and t h e  County. 
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The most p r o d u c t i v e  l ong - rc t i  use o f  land should be achieved. Each o f  t h e  
broad groups o f  land uses, namely, r e s i d e c r i a l  commercial i n d u s t r i a l  and 
community f a c i l i t i e s ,  has ce r t :a i i !  s i t s  and l o c a t i o n  re.quirements, and each 
i s  t.o some degree inccmpat ;b ie  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  SO t h a t  t h e  m c s t  p r o d u c t i v e  
o v e r a l l  bene f i t .  may be achfeved, i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  gu ide f u t u r e  deve!opment 
i n t o  an e f f i c i e n t  and harmcnious p a t t e r t i  of l and  use. B a s i c a l l y ,  t h i s  is a 
t a s k  o f  a l l o c a t i n g  t h e  l and  area among ti:? types of land use on t:he b a s i s  
o f  t h e i r  ccmpa t ib i  l i t y ,  s i t e  neeps, l o c a t i o n  p re fe rences ,  and f u t u r e  expan- 
s i m  requi rements.  

When unguided and u n r e s t r i c t e d  expansion i s  p e r m i t t e d ,  much o f  t h e  community 's 
o r i g i q a l  va'lae may be wasted by c a r e l e s s  !:nti-epreneurs. Where p r o p e r l y  
c o o r d i n a t e d  p l a n i i i n g  I s  e m p l c y e d  i n  .the deyelopinent o f  t h e  community and 
t h e  regior! ,  t h e i r  maximum p o t e n t i a l  i n  the  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l  can bs a t -  
t a i  ned - 
The v a l u e  o f  a Land Use P lan  i s  t h a t  i t  ciin se rve  n o t  o n l y  t h e  P lann ing  Com- 
m i s s i o n ,  t h e  Borough Counci 1 arid o t h e r  governmental bodies i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  
dec i s ion -mak ing  process,  b u t  a l s o  I n  i t s  use as a gu ide  'io t h e  c i t i z e n s  of  
t h e  Boroc;gh and t o  p r o s p e c t i v e  deve lcpe rs .  The Land Use P lan  can be expec t -  
ed t o  be an e f f e c t i v e  i ns t rumen t  i n  c h a r t i n g  t h e  p a t h  o f  f u t u r e  development 
i n  Myerst:own. 

LAND USE POLICIES AND STANDARDS 

F u t u r e  development w i t h i n  t h e  Borough,sI iou ld De d i r e c t e d  so t h a t  t h e  most 
d e s i r a b l e  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  c;ses, scfcqzate and s u i t a b l e  ! o c a t i o n s  
f o r  t h e  necessary suppcr t : ing commercial u:;~,.c-, areas de.emed necessary f o r  
community f a c i l i t i e s ,  s u f f i c i e n t  space t ; ~ r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  purposes9 and t h e  
most a p p r o p r i a t e  areas f o r  t h e  l o c a t i m  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  are. p r o -  
v i d e d .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  accommodate t h e  f u t u r e  g 
Borough's d e s i r a b i l i t y  as a r e s i d e n t  
i t s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  respec t  t o  metropo 
s tandards have beeg genera 1 1 y agreed 

-- R e s i d e n t i a l  Land U,se Pol ic:ir3s 

owth o f  Fyerstown, w h i l e  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  
a! cormuni t y ,  and b e i n g  cogn izan t  o f  
I t a t ,  expansion, land use p o l i c i e s  and 
up017 

R.es ident ia i  davelopment I s  t h e  predornlnant p r i v a t e  l a n d  use i n  Myerstown. 
About two t imes 3s mGch land  area i s  d e v o t e d  t o  res idence  as i s  used by 
business,  i n d u s t r y  and u t i l i t i e s  cambined. Almost a l l  o f  t h i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  
development i s  i n  t h e  form o f  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  homes. I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  t y p e  
o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e n s i t y  and c h a r a c t e r  of f u t u  e development most s u i t a b l e  
f o r  v a r i o t i s  se.ct ions o f  t h e  Borcl-igh, t h e  f o l  owing l and  use p o l i c i e s  and 
s tandards a re  recommended: 

1. To m a i n t a i n  o r  r a i s e  r e s i d e n t i a l  v z  

4.0 

rres by p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  i n t r o -  



d w l i o n  o f  i ncompa t ib le  L I S ~ S ,  by  r e q u l r i n g  good standards i n  new 
r e s i d e n t i a l  developinent, and by p r e s e r v i n g ,  p r o t e c t i n g  and u s i n g  
n a t u r a l  beaclty wherrvei- possible. 

2. A l l  r e s i d e n t i a l  areas shol i id  have s u f f i c i e n t  space, p r i v a c y  and 
convenience t o  meet accepted standards of community h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  
and we 1 f a r z  . 

3 .  To c r e a t e  an o r d e r l y  p a t t e r n  o f  comir,crqity growth by encouraging 
new developmeqt i n  areas r e a d i l y  s e r d i c e d  by  u t i l i t i e s  and roadways. 
Conversely,  t o  d iscourage new devclopment i n  areas where c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n  and s e r v i c e  c o s t s  would be a t  a maximum. 

4. To e l i m i n a t e  and p reven t  c c n d i t i c m s  wh ich  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  
o f  and wh ich  pe rpe tua te  b l  i g 5 t e d  c o n d l t i o n s .  

5. I t  i s  recognized t h a t  r e s i d e n t l a 1  d e p s i t y  p a t t e r n s  and requi rements 
a r e  changing throughout  t h e  Myerstohn Area and Lebanon County. 
Wh i le  t h e r e  i s  a c o n t i n u i n g  demand f o r  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  u n i t s ,  t h e r e  
i s  a l s o  a r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s i n g  demand f o r  garden-type apartments and 
townhouses. biyerstown should encourage these i n  o r d e r  t o  o f f e r  a 
broader  range o f  hous ing  types and thus a t t r a c t  a g r e a t e r  c r o s s -  
s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  socio-econcmic spectrum. 

Commercial Land Use Poi i c i e s  

The growing p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Myerstown and , i t s  immediate area w i l l  r e q u i r e  an 
i n c r e a s i n g  amount and v a r i e t y  o f  busi l>e& development t o  serve i t .  F u t u r e  
bus iness development w i l l  p l a y  an impor tan t  r o l e  i n  t h e  community's economy. 
To t h e  degree t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  t o  f i n d  t h e  goods and i e r -  
v i c e s  they  d e s i r e  i n  Myerst.own, they  w i l l  have t.he added c'onvenience i n  t h i s  
phase o f  t h e i r ' d a i l y  l i v i n g  and a t  t h e  same t ime  have t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  increased 
t a x  base produced by business development. 

As t he  Borough and the  areas cont iguous t o  i t  develop,, many p roposa ls  f o r  
v a r i o u s  types o f  commercial development w i  1 1  be received.  Therefore,  i t  i s  
impor tan t  f o r  t he  community t o  agree on the types o f  business development 
i t  i s  go ing  t o  seek o r  encourage and the  most l o g i c a l  p laces t o  l o c a t e  t h i s  
bus iness i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  s e r v i n g . t h e  area b e s t  and most c o n v e n i e n t l y .  The 
f o l l o w i n g  p o l i c i e s  and s tandards w i l l  p r o v i d e  a b a s i s  f o r  examin ing and 
d e c i d i n g  upon v a r i o u s  proposals .  

1. The amount and l o c a t i o n  o f  land planned f o r  commercial development 
should be based on two p r imary  f a c t o r s :  

a .  A n t i c i p a t e d  shopping needs o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Borocgh and 
ad jacen t  areas, and t h e  p robab le  amount o f  new business d e v e l -  
opment requi  red  t o  serve the.se necds. 

b. A v a i l a b i  1 i t y  of nsarhy business areas. 

. .  0 
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3 .  

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

There.  shou ' ld  be. a 1 Zmi ted number- of b u s i n e s s  l o c a t i o n s  a Cons'i,del-- 
a t i o n  s h o u l d  be give.!-, t o  es tab l i shed  b u s i n e s s  g r o u p i n g s  and t he  
need  to p r o t e c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e s l d e n t l a l  a r e a s .  

Business a r e a s  s h o u l d  be loca tec l  on s t r ee t s  c a p a b l e  o f  h a n d l i n g  o r  
of b e i n g  improved t o  h a n d l e  a n r ; c i F a : e d  t r a f f i c  flobv to  t h e  commer- 
c i a l  s i t e s .  

There s h o u l d  be a v a r i e t y  of ?:ype:i of' b u s i n e s s  a r e a s  c o n t r o l l e d  
t h r o u g h  zon i ng r egu  1 a t  i ofis t o  me2 t d i; f'f'e ren t t y p e s  of deniar,ds f o r  
commerc ia l  Lises a s  t h e  Eorough and  i t s  a r e a s  grow. 

Commercial  a r e a s  sho;i'ld be d e v e l o p e d  t o  s t a n d a r d s  wh ich  r e f l e c t  
t h e  b e s t  of woderr,  devz16pment p r a c t ; c e .  

B u s i n e s s  a r e a s  shoiild be p r o t e c t e d  f rom t indesi  r a b i e  uses. 

S u b s t a n t i a l  s p a c e  f o r  o f f - s t : r e e t  p a r k i n g  and ' l oad ing  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  cctmmercia'l deve lopmen t  s h o ; ~ , l d  be r e q u i r e d  and a! 1 p a r k i n g  and 
l o a d i n g  a r e a s  s h o u l d  be f u l l y  imp~oveo ' ,  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  paved  s u r -  
f a c i n g ,  p r o p e r  d r a i n a g e  a r d  s u f t i c i e i - a t  n i g h t  time i 1 l u m i n a t i o n .  , ,  

P a r k i n g  a r e a s  s h o u l d  be d e s i g n e d  f:c t h a t  no  v e h i c l e s  m u s t  b a c k  , in to  
s t r e e t s .  

S i t . e  p l a n s  f o r  commerc ia l  c o n s t r u c : t i o n '  s h o u l d  be r ev iewed  by t h e  
P l a n n i n g  Commission so t h a t  a c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  and o t h e r  
new p r o p o s e d  btis !ness d e v e l o p m e n t s  cai1 be accompl i shed .  

. .  . .  / 
I n d u s t r i a l  Land Use Policies 

Employment,, e i t . h e r  i c c a :  o r  n e a r b y ,  I s  t h e ?  LsrsIs f o r  a communi ty ' s  growth: 
Most m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  have  shcwn ! i t t T e  i n t e r e s t  where. t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  e a r n  
t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d ,  so l o n g  a s  t h e y  wcJre ab!e ti; d o  so. However, d u r i n g  r e -  
cent y e a r s ,  an increasing number of pec,ple  have become i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t he  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and d e s i r a b i S i t y  o f  e n c o u r s g i r i g  l v c a l  i n d u s t r y  a s  a means 
of p r o d m i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  tax.  incor!!e. T h i s  i n r e r e s t .  h a s  d e v e l o p e d ,  i n  p a r t ,  
a s  a r e s u l t  o f  r a p i d  r e s i d e n t i a l  g rowth  L:ith I ts  s e r i o u s  p rob lem o f  r a i s i n g  
r e v e n u e  t o  pay  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  schc;?l and c ther  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  and se r -  
vices r e q u i r e d  by t h i s  grc1wt.h. 

S i n c e  so many f a c t o r s  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  l o c a t i o n ,  no f o r m u l a  c a n  
be  used  t o  pre . r l ic t  t h e  e x a c t  an!og?t of la i ld  wk!ich s h o u l d  be r e s e r v e d  f o r  
i n d u s t r i a l  p u r p o s e s  i n  Myerstovin.  S t r a t , e g i c :  l o c a t i o n  and  s u i t a b l e  s i t e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  o f  p r i m e  i m p o r t a n c e  tc: e~ C r e p r e n e u r s  s e e k i n g  i nd t i s t  r i a1  
s i t e s .  

Myerstown i s  f o r t u n a t e  f n  t h a t .  i t  c o n t a i n s  l a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  vacant  l a n d  wh ich  
a r e  S u i  t a b l e  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  deve lopmen t  and w h i c h  have  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  a c c e s s  
to  m a j o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r f i i i t es .  I f  proper1.y.  d e v e l o p e d  for  i n d u s t r y  these 
a reas  w i l l  h e l p  b c l s t e r  not o n l y  t h e  econcnl'y o f  the  Borough b u t  a l s o  the  
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economy o f  ad jacen t  communit ies,  SO t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  areas w i l l  be d e v e l -  
oped i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  Myerstown, t h e  f o l l w i n g  s tandards and p o l i c i e s  
a r e  recommended. 

1 .  

2. 

3 .  

4. 

5. 

6 .  

7. 

8. 

S u f f i c i e n t  s u i t a b l e  larid should be s e t  as ide  t o  meet t h e  d e s i r e s  and 
needs f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  types o f  i n d u s t r y  which may w i s h  t o  l o c a t e  i n  
t h e  community. 

Pr imary c o n s i d e r a t i o n  should be g i v e n  t o  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  types o f  
i n d u s t r y  which w i l l  bes t  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  t a x  base f o r  t h e  Borough 
and i t s  school  d i s t r i c t .  

. I n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  shou ld  be l o c a t e d  so t h a t  they a r e  e a s i l y  access- 
i b l e  t o  roadways h a v i n g  c a p a c i t y  s u f f i c l e n t  t o  se rve  t h e  worker 
t r a f f i c .  They should n o t  be l oca ted  w i t h i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  areas, o r  
where t r a f f i c  must pass th rough  s o l e l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s  t o  g a i n  
access o r  egress f rom t h e  i n d u s t r y .  

Proposed i n d u s t r i a l  areas should be p r o t e c t e d  through zoning and 
o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  means from encroachment by o t h e r  land uses d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t ime  b e f o r e  these i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  a re  used. 

I n d u s t r y  should be developed t o  good modern s tandards w i t h  adequate 
s i t e s  a l l o w i n g  f o r  f u t u r e  expansion o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  adequate o f f -  
s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  and l o a d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  p roper  setbacks and use o f  
landscaped b u f f e r  areas where ad jacen t  t o  o t h e r  uses. 

The appearance o f  b u i l d i n g s  i s  impor tan t ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  eve ry  e f f o r t  
should be made t o  have each b u i l d i n g  a t t r a c t i v e l y  designed by an 
a r c h i  t e c t .  

S i t e s  should be w e l l  designed a n d  lavdscaped SO t h a t  t hey  a re  a 
c r e d i t  to  t h e  community. A t t r a c t i v e  development o f  i n d u s t r y  has 
good a d v e r t i s i n g  va lue  f o r  bo th  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  community. 

S i t e  p lans  f o r  new i n d u s t r i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  should be reviewed by  

o t h e r  new proposed bus iness developments can be accomplished. 
. t h e  P lann ing  Commission so t h a t  a c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  and 

P u b l i c  Land Use P o l i c i e s  

A necessary a d j u n c t  t o  p l a n n i n g  f o r  new land uses i s  a program of  p u b l i c  
f a c i l i t i e s  and b u i l d i n g s  t o  serve these land uses. I t  i s  a normal consequence 
o f  growth t h a t  t h e  need f o r  c e r t a i n  s e r v i c e s  a r i s e s ,  and where f o r m e r l y  s a t i s -  
f a c t o r y  f a c i l i t i e s  may have e x i s t e d ,  improvements and changes o f t e n  become 
necessary.  

The Borough government, t h rough  i t s  p l a n n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  cons ide r  and p o i n t  o i i t  t h e  genera l  t ype  and l o c a t i o n  o f  such community 
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facilities as may be needed to  zcxonpany t h e  growth of residential, ccmmercial 
and industrial areas. To assure that adcyrc:ato services and facilities will 
be provided the citizens of Myerstown, th,:? following pol icies and standards 
concern i ng commliri i ty fac i '1 i ti es and piibl i c 1 ai?< w e  a re recommended. 

1 .  Provide sufficient: l a n d  For open space and recreation for all age 
groups at 1ocat.ions acczssible frcm c,oncentraticns of residential 
development and to a l l  residents .of  t h e  Borough. 
recreational needs can be supplied at rh;! school site through a 
program of continued c.ocsperat:ion between the Borough government 
and the school district. 

Some o f  the 

2. Assure the development o f  neighborhood playgrounds by requiring 
donations of land from developers oi' nzi residential subdivisions. 

3 .  Preserve open space along t,he Strearil  bed which may be unsuited f o r  
normal development by use o f  restrictive zoning measures such as 
floodway controls and by a program of laad acquisition. 

'Cooperate with adjacent munlcipalit:ies, the county, state agencies 
and quasi-public groups in acquiring and developing recreation and 
conservation areas on a regional jcint-use basis. 

4. , .  , 

5. Encourage the construction of needcd school facilities within the 
district, and cooperate with district officials in their expansion 
programs for the Myerstown schorjl 

FUTLlRE LAND USE DEVELOPMENT 

Residential Land Use 

The purpcse of the proposed residential lai.ldi.!.;eplan i s  to indicate areas that 
should be maintained in, or reserved f o r ,  reside,ntial use and to  recommend 
general distribution of re.sidential population. Since the amount of various 
faci 1 i ties that wi 1 1  be needed to serve the Borcugh's residential population 
is dependent upon decisions: regarding resIcle!itial density, location and 
distribution, this aspect of the Comprehensive Plan is of prime importance. 

It is not intended that the Comprehensi.,/e P'ia!? fix the detai 1s of residential 
zoning either as to exac,t densities or Do:r?daries. The residential land use 
part o f  the. Plan, when adopt:ed, should be considered as the long-term policy 
of the Borough and not as an int.erim p~licy t o  he modified as soon as there 
is pressure for more intense development, It is recognized that the changing 
conditions may call for modification, bwt. ~ ln t ' i  1 the Borough considers and 
decides on a revision o f  basic policy: the PIz!ri should be adhered to. 

Areas of the Borough assigned for residentla? use include two basic residen- 
tial types. Single, and t w o  family areas similar in character to recent 

h4 



s u b d i v i s i o n s  aRd areas i n  which garden sparrments and/or townhouses a r e  t o  
be encouraged. An area has a l s o  bsen des ignated t o  accommodate m o b i l e  homes. 

Commerci a1 Land Use 

The Comprehensive P lan  proposed t h r e e  types of commercial use be assigned t o  
s p e c i f i c  areas. General bus iness w i l l  be c o n f i n e d  t o  the  e x i s t i n g  bus iness 
d i s t r i c t  a long  Main Avenue. Uses w i t h i n  t h i s  area should i nc lude ,  among 
o t h e r s ,  banks, p r o f e s s i o n a l  o f f i c e s  such as medica l  and insurance,  s e r v i c e  
and smal l  r e p a i r  shops, and convenience goods s t o r e s .  

The p l a n  proposes t h a t  a l a r g e  area a long  t h e  so l i th  s i d e  o f  U.S. Route 422 
between Locust and Co l l ege  S t r e e t s  be developed as an area-wide shopping 
cen te r .  This wo’uld be a desigried shopping c e n t e r  h a v i n g  o f f - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s  and l i m i t e d  access t o  Route 422. A s m a l l e r ,  s i m i l a r  area i s  
suggested on Route 422 e a s t  o f  R a i l r o a d  S t r e e t .  

Highway o r i e n t e d  commercial uses such as s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n s ,  garden shops and 
o t h e r  l a r g e - s c a l e  commercial uses would be c o n f i n e d  t o  areas a long  t h e  n0r t .h  
s i d e  o f  U.S. Route 422. 

I ndus t r i a 1 Land Use 

Proposed i n d u s t r i a l  areas i n c l u d e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h r e e  b a s i c  i n d u s t r y  t ypes :  
heavy i n d u s t r y ,  l i g h t  i n d u s t r y ,  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  and research. 
For the most p a r t ,  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  areas a r e  an expansion o f  e x i s t i n g  l oca -  
t i o n s .  The p l a n  proposes t h a t  i n d u s t r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  use i n  t h e  
sou theas t  s e c t i o n  u t i l i z e  t h e  heavy i n d u s t r i a l  area. 

L i g h t  i n d u s t r y  would u t i l i z e  t h e  i n d i c a t e d  area a long  Stoever  Avenue. New 
uses w i t h i n  t h i s  area would conform i n  type t o  those a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g .  

Two new i n d u s t r i a l  areas have been in t roduced  by t h e  proposed land use p l a n .  
An area a t  t h e  west end o f  Main Avenue i s  t o  be reserved f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
o r  l i m i t e d  research a c t i v i t y .  A t  t h e  e a s t  end o f  Main an area f o r  l i g h t  
i ndus t I-y i s proposed. 

P u b l i c  and Semi-publ ic  Uses 

I n d i c a t e d  on the  Proposed Land Use Plan a re  areas f o r  open space and. r e c -  
r e a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  and u t i l i t i e s ,  and semi -pub l i c  f a c i l i t i e s .  
Areas i n d i c a t e d  f o r  semi -pub l i c  uses c o n s i s t  o f  e x i s t i n g  church l and  and 
cemeter ies and known proposed church s i t e s .  S p e c i f i c  p roposa ls  concern ing  
r e c r e a t i o n ,  open space and p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  a re  d iscussed i n  t h e  Proposed 
Community F a c i l i t i e s  Plan. 

, 
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The major s t e p  t o  be considered i n  thc: renew;il p ro j ec t  i s  the coinplete clei-no1 i -I 
t i o n  o f  t h e  b l o c k  formed b y  i,lain Avenue, Rai 1;-oacl S t i -ez t ,  C a r p e n t e r  Avetitic arid 
College S t r e e t .  
cen ter .  Such a center  coiilcl iiiclirde not only space f o r  the adininistratioil 
functions o f  the Borough b u t  a l s o  spscc f o r  such amer;ities a s  a p o s t  off  ice 
and any  s t a t e  or county functions . t h a t  rnay d e s i r e  t o  locate i n  Jiyerstown, . 

I n  addition . t o  governmental a c t i v i t y  the c i v i c  o r  conmilnity center  would pro -  
v i d e  space For a new 1 ibrary and a recreation center  whicti'would include 
meeting rooms, gam2 rooms a;ici a snial 1 auc i i tc ) t : i  m .  The a r e a  i s  l a r g e  enough 
yo accommodate open space C I S ~ S  such a s  o f f - s t i - e e t  p a r k i  n g  a reas ,  covered wal IC-  
wallways, planting and 'OutciOoI- sculpture  .r?I'.eas $ a n d  a playc,ro:ind wi-iich could 
be. L I S ~ C !  t o  supplement t h e  school pla\~cJl-oc:i-!C! a s  idel1 a s  provide a place for- 
chi Idt-en's a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  non-.schoo~ hot!t-s. - 

To supplement this riiajot- program,  i t  c v i  1 1  be nec:essal-y to have a cancurrent 
program involving the reniaining portion of the central  bus iness  a r e a .  This 
procjl'ani r.mu1tl be m a i n l y  one' of spot clearancc s n t l  renovation. 
which a re  no longer  isa able would be replaced w i t h  neid ones which those whose 
s t r u c t u r a l  condition is sounc! woiilcl b e  rcnovatecl. T h c  renovated t u i  ldings 
and  the nelt! s t r u c t u r e s  would be. occupied by businesses wi-ii IC, because o f  the  
demolition involved i n  the niajor stc.p,  rieetl to be relocntecl. 

This block would then b e  reused t:6 develop a completc civi.c 

R u i  lclings 

So t h a t  the a r e a  may have a hat-monIous e f f e c t ,  arcl;itectural and color schemes 
should be  se.lectecl a n d  adhered t o  i n  the process o f  renovation. Vacant l o t s  
ancl parking areas should bc screened a n d  landscaped, 

I .  





COMM'UN I J'? FAC 1 L I T! E S  Pi..A.R! 

. .  
Services and  f a c i l i t i e s  niust be pro~-idc!d acccrding t o  the ex is t ing  and projected 
needs of the ccrnmup i.::y A w e  1 I rounded corr;mun i t:y needs a gave rnmenta 1 center , 
shopping areas ,  passive and  act!vr: recreatior! centzrs  schcols c,hurches, and 
other f a c i l i t i e s .  It is impc.r ta?t  t5a t  thase f a c i l i t i e s  be readily avai lable .  
Therefore sui table  !and which- Ss ,coripeaie.nt:iy located shwlcl be reserved ~ G T  

these purposes, a n d  a capl t:a'? budget sRm1d !x e s t a b l  i s h e d  so t h a t  such fac i  1 i - 
ties can be provided ~ ~ i t k 1 u t  incurring an excessive; bonded i.ndebtedness. 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES, POLICIES A N D  -STAb!DAl iDS 

So t h a t  the Borough may keep pace. y i t h  new growth arid cai? encourage growth i n  
the proper d i rec t ion ,  the folioding pol ic ies  concernincj commur?ii.y . f a c i l i t i e s  
and services  are  recommended. 

1 .  Assure adequate Borough governrnsnt b y  providing s u f f i c i e n t  a d m i n g s t r a  
t i v e  space from which government f u n c i t i  ons can operate.  

. .  

2. 
companies and t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  be commensurate w i t h  increased popula- 
t ion  a n d ' b y  providing adeqtiate space f e r  unhanpered operation of these 
protect ive.  agencies. 

3 .  
t o  protect the health and welfare of a l l  Borough residents such as sani tary 
codks, housing codes, and ordinances coocirning weed contro! and rodent 
harborage. 

4. 
of storm water as the need a r i s e s .  

Assure proper public protection by expanding the police force and f i r e  

. .  . .  . .  

Assure proper public protection by  t h e  adoption of ordinances designed 

,: 1 

Provide a l l  areas of the Borough w i t h  adequate f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  removal 

5. Since Myerstudn i s  a part  of ar! area w i d e  schcol system, there is  no 
need a t  t h i s  time t o  s e t  for th  a policy concerning school f a c i l i t i e s  
except t o  subscribe t o  a cooperative e f f o r t  t o  carry school d i s t r i c t  plans 
t o  comp1et:ion.. 

6. Continue w i t h  the act ive program which assures the acquis i t ion and devel- 
opment of an adequate park and recreation system. Such a program wduld i n -  
clude conservation areas ,  neighborhood park.5, p l a y f  i e lds ,  playgrounds, t o t  
l o t s ,  meet.ing and  recreation h a l l s  and othzr recreation f a c i l i t i e s  necessary 
to s a t i s f y  the needs of Borough residents.  

7 .  Encourage 
schoo!s, hosp 
s imilar  f a c l l  
g 1 ona 1 cemrr!:lc:n 

the development of "quasi-public" faci  1 i t i e s  such as private 
t a l s  a n d  other  health-weliare i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  churches, and 
t i e s  tha t :  contr ibute  desirable  services  t o  the local and re- 
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Recent s t a d i e s  by the  Cons t i l t an t  i n v o l v i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  req i i i  ements ' f o r  com- 
m u n i t i e s  can be used as a cjuic!el ine t o  detcrmir!c a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  space r e q u i r e -  
ments. S tud ies  made i n  f i v e  Pennsylvania arid N a v  Jersey  commun t i e s  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h e  r a t i o  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  space t o  popi i IE, t ion shou ld  be a p p r m i m a t e l y  
one square f o o t  of o f f i c e  ar.ea per  r e s i d e n t .  
needs ( p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e )  i s  an average o f  :?GO square f e e t  p e r  employee. 

Accepted c r i t e r i a  f o r  o f f i c e  

The average r a t i o  o f  personne l  t o  p o a u l a t i o n  i i 7  t h e  f i v e  communi t ies i s  as 
f o l  lows : 

gene r a 1 adm i n i s t r a t  i on 0,8/1000 p o p u l a t i o n  
p o l  i c e  1.1/1000 p o p u l a t i o n  
pub1 i c  worker  1.0/1000 p o p u l a t i o n  

T o t a l  Personnel  2.8/1000 p o p u l a t i o n  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  requ i rements ,  space f o r  maintenance and s to rage  
o f  equipment i s  necessary  as w e l l  as adequate p a r k i n g  f o r  employees and v i s i t o r s .  

Genera l i zed  s tandards  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i  1 i i . ie  s have been developed by the  N a t i o n -  
a l  R e c r e a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T k s e  recomrnencl t h a t  one ac re  o f  space f o r  each 100 
persons be devoted  t o  r e c r e a t i o n ,  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  t h a t  e i g h t  t o  twe lve  p e r c e n t  
o f  t h e  t o t a !  a rea  o f  t h e  community be developed as pa rks  and open space. 

The A s s o c i a t i o n  has developed t h e  f o l  l ow in9  s tandards  t o  be a p p l i e d  t o  t h r e e  
types  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  space: P laygrounds,  p l a y f i e l d s ,  and neighborhood and com- 
m u n i t y  parks .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  among these have been d e f i n e d  as f o l l o w s :  

Neighborhood Park  - pass i ve  r e c r e a t i o n  
Community Park  - t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  use ( u s u a l l y  w i t h  a s p e c i a l  purpcse)  
PIlayground - a c t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  f o r  e lementary  schoo l  c h i  l d r e n  
P l a y f i e l d  - a c t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  f o r  secondary school  s t u d e n t s  and a d u l t s  

NATl  ONAL. STAtdDARDS FOR RFCLf?.L.TI ON AREAS 
-- x--- 

Trave 1 Area 
F a c i  1 i t y  Age L o c a t i o n  D i s t a n c e  (Acres/1,008 

--- (Mlles) Pe r 5 Q n A  Served 

Playgrounds 5-1 1 Ad jacent  t o  1/4-1/2 1.5. 
E lementary School 

P l a y f i e l d s  O lder  you th  Ad jacent  t o  H igh  
and a d u l t s  Schools o r  C e n t r a l  13 

Community Park  T o t a l  C e n t r a l  o r  
Pop u 1 a t i o t i  Nei ghtiorhond 

1.5 

3.0 

Source:  N a t i o n a l  R e c r e a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
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The N a t i o n a l  ' R e c r e a t i o n  A s s m i a t i c n  has a l s o  developed u n i t  s i z e s  f o r  each 
t y p e  o f  r e c r e a t . i o n  space. Tticse s i z e s  were dei/eloped as niost e c o n m i c a l  
i n  terms o f  t h e  ex t .en t  aiid q c a l i t y  of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  be p r o v i d e d  on a 
s i t e .  

U n i t  S i ze  Starldards 

F a c i l i t y  Area-Acres 

P 1 aygrourid 3 
P1 a y f  i e 1 d 20 
Park 25 

Source: N a t i o n a l  Rec rea t ion  A s s o c i a t i o n  

COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLAN 

A necessary a d j u n c t  t o  p l a n n i n g  f o r  new land  uses i s  a program o f  p u b l i c  
f a c i l i t i e s  and b u i l d i n g s  t o  serve  these l a n d  uses. I t  i s  a narmal-consaquence 
o f  growth t h a t  t h e  r e e d  f o r  c e r t a i n  s e r v i c e s  a r i s e s ,  and where Former ly  s a t i s -  
f a c t o r y  f a c i l i t i e s  may have e x i s t e d ,  improvements and changes o f t e n  become 
necessary.  

The Borough government, t h rough  i t s  p l a n n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  c o n s i d e r  and p o i n t  o u t  t h e  genera l  t ype  and l o c a t i o n  o f  such community 
f a c i  1 i t i e s  thatmaybe needed t o  accompany the  growth 
c i a 1  and i n d u s t r i s l  areas. To assure t h a t  adequate 
w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  Myerstown, t h e  f o l  
shou ld  be f o l l o w e d .  

Parks and R e c r e a t i c n  

W i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p ressu re  o f  modern-day 1 i f e  and 
work  hours  pe r  week, t h e  ava i  l a b i  1 i t y  o f  areas c;f re  

of r e s i d e n t i a l ,  cornner- 
s e r v i c e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  
owi ng recommendat i oils 

t h e  dec reas ing  number o f  
r e a t i o n  a r e  r a p i d l y  assum- 

i n g  g r e a t e r  impcr tance.  Park and r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  
o f  community env i ronment .  R e s i d e n t i a l  areas wh ich  a r e  we l l -equ ipped  w i t h  r e c -  
r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  cons ide red  t o  be more d e s i r a b l e  t h a n  those wh ich  have 
none. 

S ince  a l l  peop le  do p o t  have t h e  same t y p e  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  needs, and s i n c e  t h e  
age of  i n d i v i d u a l s  v a r i e s  so g r e a t l y ,  a range o f  c r e a t i o n  f a c i i i t i e s  t o  meet 
t h e  needs o f  a l l  o f  t h e  peop le  shou ld  be p r o v i d e d .  These shou ld  i n c l u d e  p l a y -  
grounds, p l a y f i e l d s ,  swimming f a c i l i t i e s  and space f o r  q u i e t  r e l a x a t i o n .  The 
N a t i o n a l  R e c r e a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  has developed standards wh ich  a r e  w i d e l y  ac-  
cep ted .  The A s s o c i a t i o n  recommends t h a t  t h e r e  shou ld  be an o v e r a l l  t o t a l  o f  
about 10 acres  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  space pe r  1,000 p o p u l a t i o n .  H a l f  o f  t h i s  shou ld  
be i n  l a r g e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  s t a t e .  The 
o t h e r  h a l f  shou ld  c o n s i s t  o f  s m a l l e r  t r a c t s  p r o v i d i n g  p laygrounds,  p l a y f i e l d s ,  
pa rks  and s p e c i a l  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  
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W h i l e  l a r g e  parks  a re  l o c a t e d  :.!herever sui;:abie land may be found,  i t  i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  a c t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  areas I)P locgzed near  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s .  
Of ten  these s i t e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  c l o s e  pro:Aiiil!its t o ,  o r  developed i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  schoo ls .  I n  t h i s  l i g h t ,  t h e  Community F a c i l i t i e s  P lan  
recommends an expansion o f  t he  playgrour::! f a c i  1 i t y  a t  t h e  Myerstown School ,  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  expanded p layground f a c i l i t j  a t  t h e  e lementary  schoo l ,  
t h e  p l a n  proposes two more neighborhood pia)rsi-ounds. One i s  t o  be l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  b l o c k  wh ich  i s  d e t c r n i n t d  by  Co l l ege ,  J e f f e r s o n  and 
Rai 1 road S t r e e t s ,  and Washingtcri  Aventie, 3 - k  second i s  t o  be l o c a t e d  on 
now vacant  1 and beh i nd t h e  abandoncd scho;! cjn Col 1 ege S t r e e t  . 
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r c v i d i n s  nelgi;bot-hoocl ti:?;1s, c o u l d  be u t i l i z e d  by t h e  

proposed ad jacen t  shopping c e n j c r  as a p layc j romd f o r  t h e i r  p a t r o n s '  c h i l d -  
ren .  

Th i s p 1 ayg round, 

The P lan  proposes t h a t  t h e  two p l a y f i e l d s ,  tfir. Leg ion  b a l l  p a r k  and t h e  
p l a y f i e l d  a t  t h e  Seminary, c o n t i n u e  t o  s e r v e  t h e i r  p resen t  f u n c t i o n s .  
Should c i rcumstances  a r i s e  t h a t  p reven t  c o n t i n u e d  use th rough  t h e  semi- 
p u b l i c  groups now p r o v i d i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s ,  the Borough government shou ld  
then assure c o n t i n u e d  use by  e i t h e r  p u r c l 7 ~ ~ i r r ~  o r  l e a s i n g  t h e  land. Money 
f o r  such l e a s i n g  o r  purchase i s  mailable thrGugh t h e  S t a t e ' s  P r o j e c t  500M. 

The l a r g e s t  i t e m  concern ing  r e c r e a t i o n  i s  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  expans ion  and 
development o f  t h e  Borough Park.  
land  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  development ancl impI-GverrclIt. The P lan  proposes t h a t  the 
Park  be expanded westward a l o n g  Tulpehocken Creek t o  the  Borough 1 i n e .  
P r o j e c t  500M money i s  ava i  155le f o r  bo th  . ? c q ! i i s i t i o n  and development o f  
such p a r k l a n d .  Under t h i s  progrsm, g r a n t s  a r z  a v a i l a b l e  t o  cover  f i f t y  
p e r c e n t  (50%) o f  a1 1 r e l a t e d  c o s t s .  Should JdcksGn Township j o i n  w i t h  
Myerstown i n  e x t e v d i n g  and deve lop ing  the p a r k  i n t o  t h e  Township, t h e  
S t a t e ,  under P r o j e c t  50014, w i  1 1  m-ske ava i  l a b ? ?  g r + n t s  t o  cover  e i g h t y  
p e r c e n t  (80%) o f  a1 1 r e l a t e d  c o s t s .  

Much work kt15 a l r e a d y  been dove toward 

The Community F a c i l i t i e s  P l x i  i n d i c a t e s  a m s l 1  r e c r e a t i o n  area  on U.S .  
Route 422 between Co l l ege  and R a i l r o a d  S t r e . 5 . t ~ .  I t  i s  i n tended  t h a t  t h i s  
a rea  be u t i l i z e d  f o r  pass i ve  r e c r e a t i o n  o r  perhaps a wayside p a r k  w i t h  
a p i c n i c  t a b l e  o r  two f o r  t r a v e l e r s  u s i n g  the highway. 

Undeveloped open space i s  i n d i c a t e d  f o r  an area  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
s e c t i o n  o f  t he  Borough and a long  T u l p c h o c k v  Creek. These a re  lands 
wh ich  can be developed o n l y  under d i f f i c u l t y  and shou ld  be p rese rved  
f o r  l a t e r  use as r e c r e a t i o n  areas o r  shou ld  be h e l d  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n .  

Mun i c i  p a l  Center  

The Community F a c i l i t i e s  P l a n  proposes a t.i:jt-iIcipaI Center  t o  be l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  Main Avenue between Ra i l ruac l  ancl Co l l ege  S t r e e t s .  The 
Center  would i n c l u d e  space f o r  t h e  Boiough  A a i i i i n i s t r a t i v e  f u n c t i o n s ,  p o l  lee 
depar tment ,  a l i b r a r y ,  a r e c r e a t i o n  c e n t e r ,  a n d  a smal l  a u d i t o r i u m .  By corn- 
b i n i n g  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  c e n t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  thc: complex w i t h  ou tdoor  r e c r e a t i o n ,  
t h a t  p o r t i o n  of the  complex would be e l i g i t , ! e  f o r  S t a t e  funds th rough  Projec t  
500f-l. Funds a re  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  a t  bo th  S ~ i - t e  and Federa l  l e v e l s  and through 
p r i v a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  f o r  l i b r a r y  c o n s t r c c t i 3 7 .  



I I An a l t e r n a t e  s i t e  f o r  t h i s  conp lex  i s  ad jacen t  t o  p resen t  N u n i c i p a l  B u i l d i n g  
o n  Co l lege  S t r e e t .  

The e x i s t i n g  M u n i c i p a l  B u i l d i n g  shou ld  c o n t i n u e  t o  se rve  i t s  f u n c t i o n  as t h e  
Borough's  ma i n  tenance shop. 

A l t e r n a t e  s i t e s  f o r  t h e  l i b r a r y  and/or community c e n t e r  a re  i n d i c a t e d  on the 
Proposed Conimun i t y  Fac i 1 i t i e s  P 1 an. 

Comm un i t y P r o  t ec t i on 

TQ b e t t e r  serve  the  needs of t h e  community and t o  e l i m i n a t e  unnecessary 
d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e s ,  t he  two f i r e  companies should ~ ~ l t i m a t e l y  be c o n s o l i -  
dated.  The f a c i l i t i e s  a t  GoodNi l l  Ccmpany shou ld  be expanded t o  accommodate 
t h e  needs o f  a c o n s o l i d a t e d  f i r e  coimpany. 

i 
. .  

U t i l i t i e s  

The Borough should con t inue  w i t h  i t s  p resent  p l a n s  t o  have eve ry  p r o p e r t y  
served and t o  ex tend sewerage s e r v i c e  t o  new developments as t h e  need a r i s e s .  

E x i s t i n g  wa te r  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  adequate water  supp ly  u n t i l  1985. A t  
t h a t  t ime  a d d i t i o n a l  w e l l s  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d .  P lans f o r  a f i l t e r  p l a n t  t o  
improve t h e  q u a l i t y  of water  have been made and ' t he  p l a n t  i s  expected t o  be 
o p e r a t i v e  i n  1969. 

I 
R 
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'To ac'cornniodate and .assure  t h e  achievement of t h e  g m l s  and ob jec t ives  set  
f o r t h  i n  t h e  proposed land use p lan , . cons ide ra t ion  must be given t o  the  
movement of t he  B o ! - o L I ~ ~ ' s  population. T h e  c i  rcirl a t  ion o r  t r anspor t a t  ion 
p a t t e r n  should b e  so  designed a s  to'sccorniiiodate the  f r e e  flow of vehicular  
t r a f f i c  t o  t h e  extent  possible .  The t r a f f i c - c a r r y i n g  capaci ty  of t he  main 
thoroughfares m u s t  b e  protected i n  order t o  safeguard the investments a1 - 
ready made. 
flolw of t r a f f i c  i s  not impeded. A t  the  same time, vehiculat- c i r c u l a t i o n  
p a t t e r n s  must b e  con t ro l l ed  so t h a t  they d o  nof becorne hazardous t o  pedes- 
t r i a n  ci rculat l ,on.  

Development along major s t r e e t s  m u s t  b e  guided so t h a t  t h e  

C I RCULAT I ON POL I C I ES AND STANDARDS .--. 
___-_I_- 

A well-functioning system of s t r e e t s  and highways i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  serve 
p resen t  and f u t u r e  development of Hyerstovrn. I n  add i t ion  t o  serving t . h e  
various Gorough land uses, the  system must be a b l e  t o  accommodate t h e  i n -  
c reasing volumes of non-local t r a f f i c  passing through the conjmunity. As 
Myerstown and i t s  adjacent communities continue t o  increase i n  population, 
the road system must b e  ab le  t o  acccinmodate the  corresponding increase i n  
t r a f f i c .  So t h a t  t he  community can bet ter  cope w i t h  the changing s i t u a t i o n ,  
t he  follo,tJing p o l i c i e s  and -ob jec t ives  regarding c i r c u l a t i o n  a r e  recommended. 

1 .  

2. 

3 .  

11. 

' 5 .  

6 .  

7. 

Add new s t r e e t s  t o  t h e  road system t o  serve proposed new uses. 
These s t r e e t s  must f i t  i n t o  the  e s i s t i n g  system so  t h a t  they 
w i l l  funct ion e f f i c i e n t l y  and s a f e l y .  

Improve e x i s t i n g  major . s t r ee t s  t o  handle. inci-&ised t ' ravf ic .  
Since: t h e  major roads t ravers ing the  Borough receive Federal ,  
S t a t e  o r  County a i d ,  t he  cooperation of the  proper- agencies 
must b e  sol i c i t e d  t o  accornpl ish proper widening and surfacing 
of t h e  Borough's major s t r e e t s .  

. .  

On-street parking should be e l  iminatecl along major thorough- 
f a r e s .  

The program of resurfacing of local s t r e e t s  should b e  continued. 

A program of curbing a l l  s t r e e t s  should b e  i n i t i a t e d .  Curbs a r e  
important for- both appearance of a s t r e e t  and t o  de f ine  i t s  car'- 
way, and most important, curbs help reduce s t r e e t  maintenance 
c o s t s ,  . .  

'Sidewalks should be provided a long .a l1  s t r e e t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  aloncJ ' .. ' , ,; 

Concentrate local maintenance funds' i n  a r eas  o f  g r e a t e s t  need. 

. ,  

. I  

. . .  routes used by school chi ldren.  . .  

' ' 

. . 
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8. Continual ~y rev ise  itie c i rcuI i t io r1  plan as  new elements a r e  projlosed 
a t  Federal ,  S t a t e  6nd CoLinty l eve l s .  

9. ' In or,der t o  bet te i -  serve the Borough t r a f f i c  necds, the  following 
, design stanclards should be. adhered t o  when making. road improveriients 

and i n  the  cons t ruc t ion  of new roads. 

. .. 

1 . .  
. .. . : Des i g n  'Star-icla r d s  f o r .  Borp:_lcjh Roads -. ..-.LL--.---.--w 

- . . . .. . -  
u.......--&A--l-_l_- 

R.O.W.  Cartway Trafficway Type I--..--.I__YÎ -I--̂ UW_I--- 

' Arter  i a1 100' - 125 '  68' - 88' 48 
Col 1 c c to r  60 I 36 I 24 
Loccll S t r ce t  50 I- 28 I 22 I ".-- .. .. -----'.. 

10. While a good s t r e e t  network i n  the Borough provides f o r  t he  ease ' .  
. i n  approac.hing a dest inat . ion,  pa!-!<iilg space f o r  vehic les  provides 
. for- the ab i l  i t y  of a c t u a l l y  reaching i t .  The eve,r increasing 

re1 iance on the  automobile, resu!tir:y i n  ' l a rger  t r a f f i c  volumes,, 
and the  addi t ional  growth of the  Sorough can lead t o  t r a f f i c  con- 
gest ion i n  t.he absence of s u f f i c i e n t  p a r k i n g  accoinmodations. I t  
'i 'b, f o r  t h i s  reason ' t h a t  a n  overa! 1 parki rig pol icy is  recommcnded. 

a .  ' Off-'s$reet parking f a c i l i t i e s  should b e  provided f o r  each 
residence whether i n  s ingle-family o r  r n u l t i - f a m i l y  dwelling 
un i t s .  

b. Ample and convenient o f f - s t r e e t  parking spaces m u s t  be 
pr,ovided for- t he  pub1 ic  near c.ommercia1 es tab l  ishments. 

. .  

c t  Employee o f f - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  spaces i n  commercial, indus t r ia l  
and o ther  use a reas  must be ainply provided. 

d .  Churches, c lubs a n d  other  public and  pr ivafe  i n s t i t u t i o n s  should 
provide s u f f i c i e n t  p a r k i n g  space f o r  t h e i r .  respect ive groups, 

P R O P 6  ED C I RCULAT I O N  I MPROVEMENTS - 

S t r e e t s  and roads should be  des igned and improved t o  s tandards t h a t  w i  1 1  per -  
m i t  them t o  serve their-  funct ions properly.  Since a r c a s  t raversed b y  t he  
Borough's major s t r e e t s  a r e  nearly completely b u i  1 t - u p ,  expansion of moving 
t r a f f i c  lanes may have t o  be accomplished by ircposing f u l l - t i m e  parking 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  along these  routes .  This,  of coui-se, w i l l  r equi te  t ha t  e i t h e r  
t h e  Borough or  i n d i v i d u a l  l a n d  owners provide adeqtiate o f f - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  
and loading spaces t o  serve the  needs of coinrnercial e n t e r p r i s e s  a l ready 
located on these routes.  It w i  1 1  f u r t h e r  rcqui re t h a t  a1 1 new cons t ruc t ion  
be provided w i t h  s imi l a r  f a c i l i t i e s .  

-- _I-- 
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'TI?? provision of curbs along s i . r c -e ts  i n  a b c i i I t - - u p  arc;] such as i,\ycr-stob!n 
i s  of v i t a l  importance.. Curbs !lot only enharice the appearance c f  u r b a n  
s t r e e t s  and define. the t r ' a v e ! ~ a ) i ,  b u t  a l so  r~:iliice niaintenance c.osts by 
helping . . .  t o  prevent breaking a i  t h e  s : j r face  edges.  The\/ a l so  enable s t r e e t .  
c leani  n g  eqilipmc'nt t o  funct ion inore adeqGate!y. A survey t o  deteriiii ne curb- 
i n g  needs a n d , a  progr-anl to  prw.ide curbs v!here t.hey a re  lacking should be 
i n i t i a i:e d . 

. .  . .  

The need for- t r a f f i c  control  i i g h t - s  a t  the inrersect. ion o f  Plain Avenue and 
R a i  1 road has long besn krm!t? t o  BoroucJh res ,dents .  I t i s  suggested t h a t  ' . 

t h i s  n e e d  be  acc.omp? i s h e d  as  ql_rick',y a s  possib!e. Another need -concerning 
proper t r a f f i c  cont ro ls  involves the intersect , ion of Railroad S t r ee t  w i t h  
U:S.  Highway 422. This in te rsec t ion  should be included w i t h i n  the control  
u n i t  a t  ' C O I  lege S t r e e t .  

Broad St ree t . ,  Cherry S t r e c t  a n d  College S t r ee t  shotild be \.ridei.ed a t  thei  1- 

in te rsec t ion ;  w i t h  Hain Avenile to  el iminate  t r a f f i c  hazards inherent i n  
niovemen!. from a major s t r e e t  in to  narrow well i:raveled s t r c e t s .  The acquis i -  
t ion of l a n d  rc.qLiii-ed f o r  silch project-s ccx'ld l e a d  t o  the re.niova1 of b u i  I d -  
in,gs which wocIlcl a l so  imprcve the c l e a r  s i g h t  d i s tance  a t  t h e i r  i n t e r sec t ions .  

Inyest igat ion should b e  conducted concerning the possible  e l iminat ion of .the 
g r a d e  crossing on Railroad S t r ee t  w i t h  the. Reading Eailroad. I n  i d d i t i c n  t o  
the Borc~rgh, the inves t iga t ion  would involve t,he S ta t e  and County t l iyhwzy 
Departine:-its and the Rai 1 road. 

The s t e z p  grades on College S t r e e t  and  on C h s r r y  S t - ree t  should he rediicecl t o  
the ex ten t  possible .  

PROPOSED C --- I RCULATI O N  P A T T E E  

- ihe p i a n  showing propcsed c i  rc.illsi;on improvemerit:s a n d  p a t t e r n s  ind ica tes  a 
system of one-way s t r e e t s  i n  l i eu  o f  a . s t r ~ : e t  widening prcgrani  o r  the elimina- 
tion. o f  on-st:reet. parking. Major east-west  t : r a f f i c  wou!cl titi 1Ize Mait) a n d  
Washingtor! Avenues w h i  le  College and Rai lroad S t r e e t s  ~ ~ i - i l d  be used t o  car ry  
major north-south t r a f f i c .  I n  order t o  effect .uat .e the e a s t - w e s t  one-way 

.sys.ten!, \lashingt:on Avenue would have t o  be extended t o  \.Ii l lo~.~! S t r e e t  and a new 
s t r e e t  provided a t  the western edge of tile Borough t o  connect Washington 
Avenue to  Main Avenue. 

In addi t ion t o  lntrdducing a one-way system fo r  major  t r a f f i c ,  the p l a n  proposes 
tile extension o f  the e x i s t i n g  one-wiy system including Eroad a n d -  Cherry S t r e e t s .  

The- p l a n  a l s c  proposes t h a t  a new stre;t  be added t o  serve the proposecl. indus- 
t r i a l  p a r k  area a t  the e a s t  edge of I4 jerstcwn. 
by the cleve.!opet-s of the indus t r i a l  t r a c t s  as the t r a c t s  a r e  irrlprove.d. 

Such a road c\-7111d be provided 
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PEDESTK I AN C I R C U L A T !  ON - 
An o f t e n  f o r g o t t e n  i t e m  i n  t r a f f i c  c i r c u l a t i o n  i s  t h e  need f o r  an adequate  
sys tem o f  wal lways  and. s i d e w a l k s  f o r  p e c l c s t r i a n s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  Borough has 
s i d e w a l k s  on  many o f  i t s  s t . r e e t s ,  t h e  w a l l w a y  sys tem i s  n o t  comp le te .  Or-; . '. ',,. . . 

many s t r e e t s  t h e  s i d e w a l k s  a r e  pot con ip le te  o r  i n  such poor  c o n d i t i o n  as t o  .. . , 

be hazardous .  A p r o p e r  and ccmple t t .  p c d e s t r i a r !  t r a f f i c  sys tem i s  v i t a l  t o  
t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h o s e  dependent on  f w t - p c w e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  schoo l  c h i  I d  ret i .  
The Borough s h o u l d  i n i t i t i t ? .  a prograni  t o  comp le te  i t s  p e d e s t r i a n  t r a f f i c  
system, add ing ,  wi-?enever pqssible, walkways w h i c h  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i  l y  c o n t l - .  
guous t o  the s t r e e t  system. I n c l c d z d  s h o u l d  be a sys tem of p r o t e c t e d  c r o s s -  
i n g s  a c r o s s  m a j o r  roadways, b y  p e d e s t r i a n  ove rpasses ,  underpasses  or  a t  l e a s t  
w a l k  l i g h t s  w h i c h  w i l l  a f f o r d  p e d e s t r i a n  c r o s s i n g s  w i t h  m i n i m a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  
from v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c .  
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The g o a l s  and p o l  i c i e s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  development o f  14yerstsim have p i -ev io i i s i y  
been o u t l i n e d .  I t  i s  now i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  methods o f  e f f e c t u a t i n g  t h i s  program 
be cons ide red .  Examinat ion o f  t h e  community goa ls  makes i t  apparent t h a t  t h e  
Borough shoi;ld c o n s i d e r  a program o f  e f f e c t u a t i o n  f rom two v iew p o i n t s ,  
f i r s t  s h o u l d ' i n c l u d e  a program o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  l o c a l  d e s i r e s  and g z s l s  a t  
t h e  munic.ipa1 l e v e l s  and compr ise those d e s i r a b l e  elements wh ich  w i l l  n o t  a f f & t  
n e i g h b o r i n g  communit ies. 

The second approach i n v o l v e s  e f f e c t u a t i n g  elements of t h e  p l a n  f rom a b roader '  
r e g i o n a l  v i e w p o i n t ,  Many of t h e  long-range g o a l s - a n d  p o l i c i e s  i n v o l v e  n o t  o n l y  
t h e  Borough b u t  a d j a c e n t  and nearby mun ic ipa l  i t i e s  as w e l l .  
o u t  those programs wh ich  a f f e c t  t h e  loc.aT commtinity only,  b u t  i t  must p a r t i c . ! -  
p a t e  w i t h  l a r g e r  governmental bodies i n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  t h e  necessary impetus re -  
q u i r e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  an o v e r a l l  program which would bes t  s u i t  t h e  r e g i o n  as  a 
who1 e. 

The 

Myerstown can c a r r y  

Ther,efore, p u t t i n g  t h e  p roposa ls  of  a comprehensive p l a n  i n t o  e f f e c t  r e q u i r e s  
t h e  . a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  many agencies at. d i f f e r e n t  governmental l e v e l s .  
As ide f rom t h e  p u r e l y  l o c a l  c o n t r o l s  wh ich  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  many depar tmenta l  
a c t i o n s  a t  County o r  S t a t e  l e v e l s  a l r e a d y  a r e ,  o r  can be, i n t e r r e l a t e d  w i t h  
mun ic ipa l  a c t i o n  t o  f u r t h e r  l o c a l  p lann ing .  Among o t h e r s ,  t h e  Board of Edu- 
c a t i o n  can become an e f f e c t i v e  p l a n n i n g  a l l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o,f 
r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s i n c e  these a r e  n o r m a l l y  p r o v i d e d  as p a r t  of any school 
p l a n t  and can r e a d i l y  be p u t  t o  w ide r  use o u t s i d e  o f  school hours,  County and 
S t a t e  h e a l t h  i n s p e c t i o n s  and requi rements can supplement Mun ic ipa l  a c t i o n  t o  
good e f f e c t ,  as can highway p l a n n i n g  a t  b o t h  County and S t a t e  l e v e l s ,  tlighway 
p l a n n i n g  and development i s  t h e  one a c t i v i t y  a t  h i g h e r  governmental l e v e l s  which 
has o r d i n a r i l y  t h e  g i -eatest  impact on mun ic ipa l  development. A l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
r e g i o n a l  and road network can v a s t l y  change t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  community. Equal- 
l y  Impor tan t ,  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  problems which are. -a l read) :  apparent  i n  14yerstcwn c a n  
b e s t  be reso lved  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Stat 'e and t h e  County. 

S t a t e  and' County programs f o r  p l a n n i n g  and development a r e  becoming d a i l y  more 
impor tan t  i n  Pennsylvania.  The v a r i o u s  components of t h e  Pennsylvania Department 
of Commerce, 6u.reau o f  Community Development and t h e  County P lann ing  Cammission 
a r e  e f f e c t i v e  p l a n n i n g  a l l i e s  f o r  any m u n i c i p a l i t y .  To h e l p  check t h e  r a p i d  l o s s  
o f  cpen space t o  o t h e r  uses, t h e  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c r e a t e d  " P r o j e c t  70". Through 
t h i s  program, f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i s  g i v e n  t o  l o c a l  and County governriien'is f o r  
t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  l and  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  and c o n s e r v a t i o n  purposes. 

S e m i - o f f i c i a l  bodies,  such as  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  development groups, have s p e c i a l i z e d  
knowledge which t h e y  w i l l  w i l l i n g l y  p l a c e  a t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  
A l t o g e t h e r ,  e f f e c t i v e  long-range p l a n n i n g  depends n o t  on p u r e l y  r e g u l a t o r y  me6s- 
ures  and f i s c a l  e f f o r t  a lone  b u t  on i n g e n u i t y  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e , s o l c t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u -  
l a r  problems, e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  merging o f  a c t i v i t i e s  wh ich  form p z r t  o f  t h e  
p l a n n i n g  concern o f  seve ra l  m u n i c i p a l  bodies.  I n  v iew o f  t h e  genera l  subi.irbani- 
z a t i o n  which has taken  p l a c e  i n  Southeastern Pennsylvania,  and o f  t h e  f u t u r e  
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.- t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  improvements fo reseeab le  i n  t h e  area, i t  would be f i t t i n g  t h a t  
l o c a l  p l a n n i n g  commissions meet together  a t  i n t e r v a l s  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  r e s o l v e  
problems, particularly highway and c i r c u l a t i o n  problems wh ich  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  
r e g i o n a l  i n  nat.ure. i n  Pennsylvania,  a s  h l ! w s t  everywhere e l s e ,  i n t e r m u n i c i p a l  
c o o p e r a t i o n  rep resen ts  an underused area of a c t i o n .  I t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t '  
t h i s  shou ld  b e  so. 

One o t h e r  i nd i spensab le  implernent.at ion tech:?iqcie i s  t o  be found i n  a w e l l - c o n -  
s i d e r e d  program f o r  c a p i t a l  improvements, a t i m e t a b l e  o f  pub1 i c  investments,  
f o r  t h e  improvement o f  t h e  community, d r a w  up on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  
i n d i v i d u a l  i npo r tance  o f  each p a r t i c u l a r  iniprovement and on t h e  p r e s e n t  and 
p r o j e c t e d  c a p a b i l  i t i e s  o f  t h e  mun ic ipa l  i t -y.  

C e r t a i n  aspects  o f  p r i v a t e  development can be guided and c o n t r o - l l e d  by  t h e  en- 
act.ment o f  ord inances.  There a re ,  however, r c a ~ l v  improvements which can o n l y  
come i n t o  b e i n g  by d i r e c t  p u b l i c  a c t i o n .  These need t o  be programmed and sche- 
d u i e d  i n t o  a c a p i t a l  improvements program. biai7Y o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  t o  be made i n  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h i s  program depend on c o n t i n u i n y  o b s e r v a t i o n  and r e c o r d i n g  Borough 
g rowth  and t h e  needs which emerge as a r e s u l t "  A g r e a t  deal  o f  such m a t e r i a l  i s  
a l r e a d y  c o ! l e c t e d  as p a r t  o f  t h e  process of  government. What i s  m a i n l y  needed 
i s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of depar tmenta l  procedures w h i c h  w i l l  ensure t h a t  d a t a  a r e  
recorded i n  a fo rm which w i l l  make them i -ead i ! y  a v a i l a b l e  as an a i d . t o  a n a l y s i s  
and e v a l u a t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n n i n g  i tems.  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  machinery o f  t h i s  
k i n d  w i l l  k v e  t o  b e  organ ized  i n  o r d e r  t o  make' e a s i e r  t h e  t a s k  o f  l o c a l  agencies 
devoted t o  t h e  development. o f  Myerstow!?. 

L O C A L  CONTROLS AND 

I n  i t s e l f ,  a comprehensi-ve p l a n  has l i t t l e  d i i e c t  power over  what w i l l  come t o  
pass i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  The p l a n  rep resen ts  surveys  and s t u d i e s  o f  p resen t  c o n d i -  
t i o n s  'and p rospec ts  f o r  f u t u r e  g rowth  o f  t h e  mt in i c ipa l  i t y .  

However, t h e  concepts and purposes o f  t h e  comprehensive p l a n  a r e  embodied i n  
o r d i n a r c e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  enacted t o  implement i t .  Three b a s i c  ord inances a r e  
necessary t o  ach ieve  sa fe ,  s t a b l e  l a n d  deve;opment, acco rd ing  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  bv t h e  p l a n  and by t h e  p l a n n i q g  t n a b l i n g  s t a t u t e s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  these  t h r e e  o rd inances  - zoning,  s u b d i v i s i o n  and o f f i c i a l  map - 
b u i l d i n g  and housing s tandards i n  code form si-s vecessary t o  assure q u a l i t y  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  new b u i l d i n g s  o r ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s tandards f o r  
occupancy and maintenance o f  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i r i g s .  They encourage s t r u c t u r a l  
soundness, p roper  p1umbi.q a d  e l e c t r i c a l  i n s i a l  l a t i o n s  and reasonable s a f e t y  
f rom f i re.  
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Sub d i v i 5 I 0'1 regu 1 a t  
i r i s b r e  sound comirlijt7 

the p r o p e r t y  owner. Such r e g ~ ~ !  a t  i or! c.ar! 
c r e a t e  permanent asse ts  f o r  !.he Boriiiigf-1. 
t e c h n i c a l  and a business ver!t:urc,, ad' fec. t  
l a r d ,  b i i t  a l s o  Borcugh, f inances,  C . O ~ S ! ~ Z  

v e r y t: ho rou g h I 

ons a r e  c o ~ c e r n e d  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h i n g  l o c a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l s  whic.h 
t y  growth  wt,i!e ai: t h e  same t i m e  safeguard t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  

assure t h a t  i h e  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  - l and  w i l l  
S ince t h e  s v S d ; v i s i o n  o f  l and  i s .  b o t h  a 

ng not o n l y  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  i n v e s t o r s  i n  
a t i o n  o f  s u b d i v i s i o n  p roposa ls  shoi i ld  be 

The s u b d l v i s i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  cor?t ro!  t h e  way t h e  s t r e e t s  a r e  d e s i g w d ,  t h e  l a y o u t ,  
showing t h e  access roads, b l o c k s  a d  lot:s ,  rnethcd of s a n i t a r y  sewage d i s p o s a l  and 
water ,  and t h e  type,s of irnprovemen.i,s, such as c i j rbs and s idewalks.  For each pro-  
posed develogmer!i.t: t:he developer  srjbrlitj a layout. o f  i t : s  area. T h i s  i s  checked by 
t h e  P!,ar,ni'ng Comm!sslor! under t h e  aurho:.it,y o f  these r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  see i f  it con- 
forms t.o t:hem. It: should be emphasized t h a t  t h e  s u b d i v i s ! o n  r e g u l a t l o n s  a r e  not 
d i r e c t ' ! y  concer,ned w i t h  what: i -s  t o  b e  b u i l t  upon t h e  !and o r  how i t  i s  t o  be c,or.- 
s t r i i c t e d ,  o t h e r  than i t s  posslk.,!e ef fec t .  on access roads, titi 1 i t i e s ,  dra i r iage a,ci 
cornmunit:y f a c l l  i t i e s  and se rv i ces .  

The s u b d i v i s i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  an impor tan t  p !anning t o o l  because t h e y  enable 
t h e  P lann lng  Commission t o  examine a l l  o f  t h e  proposed development a t  one tirrre, 
and i t  p r o v i d e s  a meet ing gi-.our:d f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  between t h e  developer  and t h e  
c.omrntirrity. F i n a l ! y ,  and pr,obab!y most important:,  i t  i s  t h e  method by vdhich t h e  
cornniur!ity can c o n t r o l  s t r ee t  design, t h e  manner. i n  wh ich  sewage ' is d ispcsed, and 
o t h e r  i t e m s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c.ommunityLs h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e .  By b e i n g  i n  a pos i t . i o t?  
t o  examine proposed s u b d i v i s i o n s  p r i o r  t,o c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  community car! a v o i d  
f u t u r e  pr'ob!ems by r e q u i r i n g  t h e  developer  t o  p r o p e r l y  des ign  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  

PROC EDURE,S 

The procedures f o r  s d b m i t t a l  and rev iew o f  p l a n s  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  separate 
s teps :  

1 .  Pre-appl i c a t i o n  o r  t h e  Sketc.11 Plan 
2. The Pre! im ina ry  Plan 
3. The F i n a l  P lan 

The Pre-appl i c a t i o n  Sketch ?!an procedure p r o v i d e s  an i n i t i a l  i n fo rma l  cont.act  
betweer a developer  and t h e  mun ic ipa l  i t y ,  by which. t h e  PlanninS Conmission car: 
be appra i sed  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p e r ' s  I n t e r l t i o ~ s  ar!d can determine what i s  necessary 
f o r  co7sideration of t h i s  proposal  a Dimensions need not. be p r e c i s e .  The drawing 
need be only  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  enab lz  t h e  Planning Coinmission t o  understand t h e  scope 
and magnitude o f  t h e  proposed pia:!. 

The Prel i rn icary  Plan f o l l o w s  appro.va1 of  t h e  Sketch Plan. The developer  now sub- 
m i t s  d e t a i l e d  p lans.  The fo! ' lowir,y i t ems  ars. amofig those which mu5.t be s h c w :  
name of .owner and subd iv idYr ;  nave o f  engineer  or  ot:her person r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h e  p lan ;  a key map i d e n t i f . j / I r ! g  t he  a r e a  w i t h i n  Y t s  surroundings;  zon ing  da ta ;  
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contoi;r 1 i ces ,  da ta  p e r t a i n i n g  i:o a l l  exisiing ~ 1 i . i )  i t i e s ,  b u i l d i n g s  and s t r e e t s ;  
i; f u l i  p l a ~  f o r  t h e  development showing a l l  st:r.c.ets and t h e i r .  names, sewer i o -  
c a t i o n s ,  pa rks  arld r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c l l  i t i e s ,  Suppor t ing da ta  m u s t  show a t y p i c a l  
s t r e e t  c r o s s - s e c t i o n ,  p r o f i l e s  of car tway eci:ics, cepor t s  o f  water  r u n - o f f  c a l -  
c u l a t i o n s  and t h e  manner i n  which i t  w i l l  Le ac:.zommodated. The p o s t i n g  o f  a 
performance bond to inscire t h e  i p s t a l i a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d  improvements i s '  a l s o  
requ i red  ~ 

The F i ~ a !  Plan i s  t h e  work ing  development p l a n  fc!r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  I t  must be sub- 
m i t t e d  w i t h i n  t w e n t y - f o u r  months of t i l e  apprcrvai  o f  t h e  P re l  imJnary Plan. T h i s  
p l a n  c o n t a i n s  a l !  t h e  requirement-s of t h e  p r n l i m i n a r y  p l a n ,  p l u s  a l l  t h e  m o d i f i -  
c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  10 t h i s ,  i t  i u s i :  show t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a l l  monu- 
ments, easements and b u i l d i n g  setback l in.25, T h i s  p l a n  i s  recorded by t h e  Ke- 
c o r d e r  o f  Deeds. P r i v a t e  deed r e s t r i c t i o n s  ! n u s t  a l s o  be f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  p l a n  as 
should an agreement s t i p u j a t i n g  .the co :ad i t i on i  -rider wh ich  a s t r e e t  may be u1. t i -  
i i ia te ly  o f f e r e d  for. d e d i c a t i o n .  

Not a11 s u b d i v i s i o n s  m u s t  go :hrcugh t h i s  prccedure.  Those wh ich  a r e  r e l a t i v e -  
l y  simp!e, i n  t h a t  one and two l o t s  a r e  proposed or  t h a t  t h e  l o t s  a r e  l o c a t e d  
on an e x , i s t i n g  p u b l i c  s t . ree t  may submit  a Fir la! f ' l a n . t o  a s p e c i a l  Borough Sub- 
d i v i s i o n  Committee. Resubd iv i s ions  a l s o  have s i m p l i f i e d  p rocedura l  requi rements.  

REQU I REMENTS --. 

The rest r . Ic : t ions imposed i n  s u b d Y v l s i o n  reqs!aricns i n c l u d e  des ign,  m a t e r i a l  and 
const rL ic . t ion standards.  Design scandards cor!ce:*il themselves w i t h  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  
t h e  development, and i n c ) u d e  S t r S r z t S ,  b l o c k s  a n d  l o t s .  

Of ma jo r  c.oncer-n a r e  r e s t r i c t : i o n s  on new s1:rcet.s w i t h  w i d t h  requ i  rements based 
on the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of s t r e e t .  R e s t r i c t i o q s  on b l o c k s  a r e  r a t h e r  genera l .  
Long and s h o r t  b l o c k s  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d .  
B locks s h a l l  be o f - s u f f i c i e n t  w i d t h  t o  a ! l o w  f o r  two t i e r s  of l o t s .  A u n i f o r m  
. s y s t m  o f  sewage d i s p o s a l ,  wat.er supp ly  and s torm water  d i s p o s i t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d .  
Land s e t  aside. f o r  p u b l i c  use o r  s e r v i c e  a r e a s  may be p rov ided ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
requ i r e d o  

The../ should be between 500 t o  1600 f e e t .  

ADM I N I STRAT I O N  

As w i t h  o t h e r  ord inapces t h e  Borough Counci I i s  i l 1 t - ima te l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t hese  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  althoacjh wc :h  -power has been de lega ted  t o  
t h e  P lann ing  Coirimission. The Coiir:c.il a c t s  as the appeal board f o r  t h e r e  i s  no 
separate. c,oi~imission as i r ?  most ord inances.  F rocess ing  a t  t h e  mt in i c ipa l  l e v e l  
does n o t  r e l i e v e  t h e  developer f rom the r e v i e w  of t h e  County P lann ing  Commission. 

The. e f f e c t i v e  and i n t e l  1 l y e n t  aclrr i in istrat  ion of t:hese r e g u l a t i o n s  i s  a n e c e s s i t y  
i n  any community wh ich  i s  facir3g a nljrriber o f  charlges caused by p o t e n t i a l  develop- 
ment. The " g i v e  and take" betwee;! t h e  developer  arid t h e  community which is p r o -  
v i d e d  by t:hese r e g u l a t . i o n s  h e l p s  t o  assure s d2velopment wh ich  i s  n o t  o b j e c t i o n -  
a b l e  o r  one which i s  l i k e l y  t o  caiise f u t i i r e  p r . ~ b l e m s .  The r e p u t a b l e  developer  
shot i id  have l i t t l e  c o ~ c e r r !  about t h e s e  reguIat , ion5,  so l o n g  as  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  
p r o p e r l y  appl  i cs t.he.m. 
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ZON I NG 
__II. 

A zon ing  o rd inance  i s  a v i t . a l  tool for. Frnplementing t h e  Comprehe.nsive Plan. 
'This cihapter ! s  o f f e r e d  as a gu ide  t o  t h e  var-Zous concepts arc! terms i n v o l v e d  
i n  zoning so t h a t  persons respor i s ib l s  fo r .  t:hE enactment and enforcement of a 
zoning or.dInan.-i: may b e t t e r  understand t h e  code as  well as be cogn izan t  o f  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b l l  i t i p s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  bes t .wed  'upon a mun ic rpa l  i t y  which adopts 
such an o r d  inanc.e. 

PURPOSE OF ZONING 

Zoning i s  a means by whjch t.he uses of l a n d  a r e  r e g u l a t e d .  U n d e r l y i n g  t h e  
concept o f  zoning i s  t h e  idea t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  and genera l  w e l f a r e  of 
t h e  c w m u n i  t y  a r e  more importani :  thar! t he  u r ~ , r e s t r , i c t e d  r i g h t s  o f  p r i v a t e  p ro -  
p e r t y  owners. The l e g a l  b a s i s  foi- zonIng ordi5aPces i s  found i n  t h e  p o : i c e  
p o w r  wh ich  p e r m i t s  governmenta'l u n i t s  t o  enact laws t o  p r o v i d e  and p r o t e c t  
t h e  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  and genera l  we' l far 'e  of t h e  C O m m i J n i t y .  However, t h i s  power 
can never be used t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  use of p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  i n  such a way t h a t  
t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  amount t o  an u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d e p r i v a t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  :+ i t hou t  
due process o f  law. 

Zonina, i s  accomplished th rough  t h e  use. eS Zoning D i s t r i c t s .  A f t e r  t h e  con- 
s i d e r a t i o n  of development po l  i c i e s  and t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a Land Use Plan, 
Zoning Districts a r e  se lec ted .  ?he52 shoi i ld  co2for-m g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  Plan. 
Each D i s t r i c t  de f i nes  and gover.n.5 the. use  of lar id w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i c  area. Thus 
Zoning D i s t r i c t s  a r e  in tended t.o pr 'ov ide t h e  basis f o r  a compa t ib le  system o f  
Land Use wh ich  r e f l e c t  t h e  genera l  d e s i r e s  and o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  ccmmunity. 

The se . l ec t i on  of zoning d i s t r i c t s  repi-ese.nts o n l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  zoning ordinance. 
Such a syst,em of l e g a l l y  reg i i l a red  l a n d  use m e s t  o b v i c u s l y  be enforced,  Ad- . 
d i t i o n a l  l y ,  t:he system must p r o v i d e  enough f l e x . i b i l  i t y  so t h a t  t h e  community 
can opera te  t:he o rd inance  as a useful t.001 of community p l a n n i n g  and develop? 
rner,t e 

ZONING DiSTRlCTS 

Every c.omrr!unity i s  s u b j e c t  t o  c e r t a i r ?  F a t t e r n s  o f  l and  tise. Some l a n d  i s  more 
o r  less nat :ura l !y  used o n l y  for .  r e s i d e r i t i a l  ptirposes, Other l and  becomes ve,ry 
t i se fu l  f o r  c:ommercia! e n t e r p r i s e s .  A zoninq ord inance must be based upon a - 
Comprehensive Plan. Such a Plan recogr! izes t h e  n a t u r a l  , 
o f  l a n d  use w i t h i n  a co rmun i t y  and promot:e: t h e  m o s t  des 
p a t t : e r n  o f  1 and cise. The Zoi, i r?g Ord i r1a.nc.e recognizes e.x 
l a n d  use a! ready developed and t , h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  use t o  be 
rrient . po t :en t i a l  developed w i t h i n  a comrn:;nity. 

Z o n i n g  D i s t r i c t s  . g e n e r a l l y  f a ?  1 i n t o  t h r e e  major  ca tegor  
Commercia'! and I n d u s t r i a l ,  W i t h i n  eairh of t.hese major  d 

h i s t o r i c a l  deve!opment 
r a b l  e and b e s t  f u t u r e  
s t i n g  p a t t e r n s  o f  
o p t  imum 1 and devel cp- I 

es :  R e s i d e n t i a l ,  
v i s i o n s ,  a w ide  range 

o f  sub -ca tegor ies  i s  p o s s i b l e .  These may be based upon v a r y i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e p s i t i e s ;  t y p e  of ccrrirnercial LIS% siich as r e t a i !  ~ who lesa le  o r  o f f i c e ;  and/or 
t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  i n d u s t r i a !  a c t i v i t y .  
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General o r  s p e c i f i c  uses p e r m i t t e d  by r i g h t  w i i h ; n  each d i s t r i c t  a r e  dcs igna ted .  
Other uses may be p e r m i t t e d  by  Specia l  Excep'cicn, r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  permiss ion.  be 
g ran ted  by t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  b e f o r e  t h e  use iilay !;e conducted. Those uses which 
a r e  m e n t i o n e d ' i n  t h e  o rd inance  a r e  p e r m i t t e d ;  a l l  other-  uses a r e  p r o h i b i t e d . ,  . 

P e r m i t t e d  uses g e n e r a l l y  f a l l  i n t o  t:w3 categoric:,; P r i n c i p a l  Use and Accessory 
Use. For example, a house may be t h e  P r i n c i p a l  use  o f  a l o t ,  b u t  t h e  p a r k i n g  
area, ad jacer ! t  t o  t h e  house i s  Accessory t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  use, 

W i th i r ;  each d i s t r i c t ,  c e r t a i n  Area and Bu lk  Regu la t i ons  a r e  p r o v i d e d  as w e l l .  
These r e g u l a t i o n s  de te rm ine  such aspects  o f  l a n d  use as l o t  s i z e s ,  b u i l d i n g  
h e i g h t s  and y a r d  requi rements,  These area and b u l k  r e g u l a t i o n s  p l a y  an impor- 
t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  and we ! fa re .  For example, t h e ' m i n i -  
mum l o t  s i z e  may de te rm ine  t h e  popu la , t i on  d e n s i t y  o f  an a rea  wh ich  i n  t u r n  may 
de te rm ine  t h e  need f o r  m u n i c i p a l  s e r v i c e s  such as p u b l i c  sewers, p u b l i c  w a t e r ,  
new s t r e e t s  and schoo!s. 

Thus, each Zoning D i s t r i c t  d e f i n e s  t:he uses p e r m i t t e d  and p r e s c r i b e s  c e r t a i n  
area and b u l k  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  uses perni i t : ted. The Zoning D i s t r i c t  boend- 
a r i e s  a r e  based upon a Lane Use Plan and a r e  d e l i n e a t e d  on a Zoning Map wh ich  
i s  enacted a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  Zoning Ordinance and has t h e  e f f e c t  o f  law. 

When a Zoning Ordinance i s  i n i t i a ! l y  enacted i n  a, community and Zoning D i s ' t i - i c t s  
a r e  f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  i t  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s  wh ich  have been 
conducted p r i o r  t o  t h e  enactment of t h e  o rd inance  w i l l  f a l l  w i t h i n  a Zoning D is -  
t r i c t  wh ich  p r o h i b i t s  such a c t i v i t i e s .  For exarcple, a man m igh t  o p e r a t e  a small 
g r o c e r y  s t o r e  i n  a g e n e r a l l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  neig/ iborhood. Subsequent ly,  a Zoning 
Ordinance i s  enacted and t h e  neighborhood i s  p laced  i n  a r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r y i c t  
where r e t a i l  s t o r e s  a r e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d .  The gi.o.;e!-y s t o r e  then  becomes a Non- 
Conforming Use, w h i c h  i s  an e x i s t i n g  land use t h a t  is notnow p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h i s  
Zoning D i s t r i c t .  Non-Conforming IJses a r e  pi-oter,t:ed by t,he law and enable a b u s i -  
nessman t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  bus iness;  s e l l  o r  t r a n s f e r  h i s  p r o p e r t y ;  and, i n  f a c t ,  
may expand i t  on t h e  e x i s t i n g  l o t .  

PROCEDURE 

Zoning O f f i c e r  

Proper a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a Zonirig Ordinance t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  whole . 
commilnity. The most impor tan t  person i n  t h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  t h e  Zoning 
O f f i c e r .  A Zoning O f f i c e r  rncjst be t h o r o u g h l y  f a ! i \ i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  Ordinance. He 
shou ld  a l s o  have i n t i m a t e  knowledge o f  t h e  rr i i ln ic ipal  i t y  and, most p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  
must be c o g n i z a n t  o f  a l l  new development so as  t o  p reven t  any f rom p roceed ing  
i l l e g a l l y .  
l i t i e s  s h a r i n g  d u t i e s  and o t h e r  o f f i c e s .  H i s  s a l a r y  i s  u s a l l y  p a i d  f rom t h e  
f e e s  r e q i i i r e d  f o r  p e r m i t s .  

. 

The Zoning O f f i c e r  may be a pa r t - tYm? employee i n  s m a l l e r  m u n i c i p a l -  
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Any person desi ring to engage In site preparation, new building covstruction o r  
sn addition to an existing strdctclie is required to obtain a Zoning Permit, Ap- 
plications for such per-niics are made to the Zoning Officer and should b e  ~CCOFII- 
psnied with the following dsta: 

1. A map of t h e  lot showing ail dimensions and exac.t location on 
the lot for all proposed buildings or alterations. 

2. A statement indicating the present existing use, the proposed 
use and (if it i s  a residential building) the number of families 
the bailding is designed to accommodate. 

3 .  A statement explaining the external alterations to an exist 
building, or removal of existing structures. 

A standard form is generally provided for this purpose to assist the 
the plan. The applicant must also pay a fee determined by the munic 

checking of 
pal i ty. 

Unless a commercial or indilstrial use or a group of homes is planned, this is all 
the applicant must do before beginning work. The Zoning Officer examines the ap- 
plication and checks it against the applicable zoning regulations and map, If it 
conforms, he approves it. Should it be disapproved, then the applicant can either 
correct the application to conforp, or  appeal to the Zoning Board of Adjustment. 
This procedure is discussed subsequently. 

After the development work has been completed, and before property can be used 
for i t s  new purpose, it is the job of the Zoning Officer to reinspect the premises 
to see that it has been carried out according to the plan and in conformance to 
established regulations issued to show that this inspection has taken place and 
the work approved for use. 

For the common type of development, these procedures represent all that is re- 
quired. There are special permits for certain types of activities. These in- 
clude a permit for s i g n s ;  a temporary permit for activities not normally permit- 
ted by the Zoning Code, but which may be permitted for a relatively short time 
period; and specialized permits that may be necessary where the approval o f  the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment is required f o r  the conduct of certain types c f  ac- 
t ivi t i es. 

The Zoning Board - of -Adjustment 

The Zoning Board of Adjustment is composed of members of the community who are 
appointed to this position. This Board is a quasi-judicial body. The members 
of the Board act as judges in handling cases involving the administration of a 
specific law. In pet-forming this function, the Board has great power and re- 
sponsibility. It is important that persons serving in this capacity be intel- 
ligent, well-informed citizens thoroughly familiar with the community and with 
the Zoning Ordinance. 



\ . /hi  l e  the E o ~ i n y ~ O F f i i e ! -  is' r e s p c r s i h l e  for. (.tie day- to-day a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  oF ' the  
Zoning @ r d ' i Q a x e 9  t h e  Zoning Eoar'd of Adjtistitlent riieets pe r iod ica l  l y  t o  perform. 
i t s  fi.inct.ion. Bas i ca l ly ,  t . h e  Board makes d e c i s i o n s  i n  t h e  fol lowing a r e a s :  

1 .  Appeals 
2.  Varia!x;es 
3 .  Special  Exceptions al-td Pe;rr,Yts 

&pea l s  a r e  made t o  the Board by  a person aggrieved b y  a d e c i s i o n  o f  the Zc.rc:ir,g 
OfFrcct-. An example would b e  a person who has appl ied  f o r  a Zoning Permit and 
t h e  Zoning Officer den ies  t h e  a p p i i c a t i o n .  
Z-oriiny Of f i ce r  has mis in t e rp re t ed  the law; ths a p p l i c a n t  may appeal t o  the-Zn-zing 
Board of A d j u s t m e n t .  A person nea r ly  always ha:; t h e  r i g h t  t o a p p e a l  t o  the Gourts  
from an adverse  dec ls ior ,  b y  t h e  Zoning Board of A d j u s t m e n t .  

The work involved I n  dec id ing  appea ls  from d e c i s i o n s  of t h e  Zoning O f f i c e r  c ; m -  
prises only  a s m a i !  p a r t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  work of t.he Board. More important i s  t h e ,  
process  ci' decid ing  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  Variances,  ? h e  g ran t  of a va r i ance  repye- 
sents i! g r a n t  of permlssion t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t o  cleviate i n  some p a r t i c u ! a r  +e.- 
spec t  t o  a requirement of  the Ordinance. A va:-lance a p p l i e s  on ly  t o  a designa-  
t ed  p i e c e  o f ,  proper ty  and may r e l ax  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  a p a r t i c u l . a r  t i s 8  of 
the land o r  may merely r e l ax  t.he app,l icat . ion o f  t'he Area and 6 u l k  Regulatiotis, '  

T h e  s t ande rds  by  whic.h an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a var iance  a r e  t o  b e  judged a r e  e s t b b -  
lisheci by both S t a t e  S t a t u t e  a!?d t h e .  Zoning Ord iwnce  i t s e l f .  
these s t anda rds  a r e  r igorous  s inc . e  t h e  indYscriminate g ran t ing  of va r i ances  
tends t o  s,cvere!y weaken the 0rdinanc.e. A varia!-ic.e may b e  gran ted  only wk,ece a 
real  hardship  e x i s t s  which i s  iii7ique t o  t h e  apFii i c a n t ' s  p roper ty .  . Any vai.i;itic.e 
grarltcd i n  v i o l a t i o n  of these s t anda rds  i s  I l l e g a l .  
c i a j l y  important t h a t  members of the Board be i n t e l l i g e n t , '  r a t i o n a l  ind iv id i?a ls  
and t h a t  t h e  Board have accesz  t:o coiripetent lega l  counsel during t h e  coursC. o f  
i ts  d e l  i b e r a t i o n s .  

. 

If the a p p l i c a n t  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  

Of n e c e s s i t y ,  

For t h i s  reason i t  is esse- 

T h e  t h i r d  a rea  of Board j u r i s d i c t i o n  is t h e  c a n s i d e r a t i o n  and g ran t ing  of sp'C!ki- 
f i e d  uses b y  Special  Exception.. These uses a r e  permit ted only  i f  t h e y  meet ct-i-  
t c r i a  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  the Ordinance and have a u t h o r i z a t i o n  b y  the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment. 
spec ia l  l o c a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  s choc l s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and churches,  o r  a r e  haza!-d'o.fis 
uses w h i c h  should b e  reviewed t o  a s s u r e  t h e  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  of  t h e  comrrtiinit'y's 
r e s i d e n t s ,  Exceptions us;Aal l y  p re sen t  l e s s  problems t o  the Board than clo ~ p p l  i- 
catlonc; f o r  Variances because Special  Exceptions a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  provisionls s t a t e d  
i n  the  Ord  i nance. 

Genera l ly ,  m c e p t i o n s  a r e  those  which r equ i r e  l a r g e - s i z e  I o t s . . ~ ~ . .  

-..€x.---__---- Su Jlernental Use Regulat ions -. 

A general  i n t roduc t ion  t o  zon 
adequate ly  deal w i t h  many of  
a r i s e ,  T h e  Zoning O r d i m w e  
account of more s p e c j f i c  prob 

PCJ i s  of ~ e c e s ~  
he wore compl ex 
tsel  f ,  howeverj 
ems 0 

t y  ove r - s impl i f i ed  and dces not 
a n d  d e t a i l e d  problems w h i c h  may 
m u s t  b e  d r a f t e d  so as t o  ta!rc 
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V i t h i n  t h e  o v e r a l  i Zoning Codc: framcworlc t h e r e  a r e  a d d i t i o n a l  necessary  coi- l t ; 'ois 
Gppi i c a b l e  t o  i n d i v i d v a !  p r o b ~ w i s  wl-iich rilay ocLur w i t t i i n  e a t ~ i  ~ u n i r i g  ~ i ~ t r i c . : ' . .  
ti$ ' i s o l a t i n g  these s p c c i a l  cot:ciitio!is 01-' arcas, i t  i s  possible t o  d e a l  ' w i t h  then 
irr more d e t a i l .  Onc example of  t h i s  i s  t h e  requi rement  o f  o f f - s t r e e t  pz t -k ing .  

' -Psrki  ng c o n t r o l  s can become ve ry  i n v o l v e d  when deal  i ng w i  t h  numerous types of 
cc;mnercial p r o p e r t i e s .  It i s  c i c s i r a b l e  t o  deveiop a s i n g l e  comprehensive s e t  
o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  which c i -oss-refei-ef ice can be nade iF:  any pat - t icc i la i -  Z o n i n g  
D i s t r i c t ' s  1 i s t  o f  requi  rements. 

E\ii<J.Chei-, impor tan t  area which m e r i t s  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  t h a t  of s i g n  con- 
trcil'. I t  is. necessary t o  m a i n t a i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  gove rn ing  t h e  types o f  signs p e r - -  
m i t t e d ,  t h e  s i z e  and l o c a t i o n ,  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  method , o f  a d v e r t i s i n g .  Require-. 
n i c n t s  n a t u r a l l y  v a r y  w i t h  t h e  D i s t r i c t .  I n  r e s i d e n t i a l  areas s t r i c t e r  cor!fro!s 
a i e  imposed than  i n  commercial o i  i n d u s t r i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  

C e r t a i n  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  such as accessory uses,  need t o  be recjulateci i n  tni!:ute 
d e t a l i  even though t h e  a c t i v i t y  i t s e l f  may be a m a t t e r  o f  r i g h t  i n  a d i s t r i c t .  
I t  i s  p r e f e r e a b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  u n i f o r m  standards r a t h e r  than a l l c w i n g  uses by 
s h w i a l  e x c e p t i o n  o r  s p e c i a l  permi t .  

Other zoning p r o v i s i o n s  rep resen t  s p e c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  such as s i t e  des igr i  
zi2d landscaping standards and r e g u l a t i o n s  on convers ions o f  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  
fc? '  o t h e r  uses. These areas of concern rep resen t  problems wh ich  t h e  Z o n i t y  Code 
:nu,st be able: t o  reso lve .  

. .  

. .... , .  

O t  Ire r Cons i d e r a t  i ons - 

D e F i n i t i o n s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  impor tan t  i n  t h a t  words d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  zoning code 
hsGe s p e c i a l  meanings wh ich  may v a r y  f rom t h e i r  o r d i n a r i l y  accepted meani:;r;s. 
O;hck common r e g u l a t i o n s  such as r c s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  development o f  co r t i e r  l o t s  
Oi-  exceptions t o  t h e  h e i g h t  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  d i s t r i c t s  and a r e  necessa:y i t 1  

o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  on o r d e r l y  developmeqt i n  t h e  comrnunity. 

I_- --- 

ENF3KC EMENT . 
. .  . 

tis c.cde can be e f f e c t i v e  u n l e s s  i t  i s  p r o p e r l y  enforced.  The a d o p t i o n  ~f a niod- 
e r n ' o r d i n a n c e  i n c l u d i n g  p e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n s  w i l l  g e n e r a l l y  s t i m u l a t e  most persons 
t o  2cihki-e t o  t h e  law. However, much depends upon t h e  Zoning O f f i c e r  who m u s t  
p r-o$ i d n .the neces s a r y  su pe r v  i s i on. W i t 1ioi.1 t a s t rong and e f f e c t  i ve adin i r! i s t  r a t  i c~n , 
s:Ipported by t h e  community, i t  w i l l  be imposs ib le  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  clesire,d ob ject i .des 
e x p k t e d  f rom a zon i ng o r d  i nance. 
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I_ --- SUGGESTED ZON I N G  D I STl i  I CTS FOR MYEliS'T01JN 

A Zoning Ordinance should have t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t.o e f f e c t i v e l y  se rve  t h e  m u n i c i -  
p a l i t y  over  a l ong  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  even though sozio-economic c o n d i t i o n s  and 
development s tandards c o n t i n u e  t o  change. The fol  l ow ing  a r e  capsule- d e s c r i p t i o n s  
o f  zon ing  d i s t r i c . t s  proposed f o r  Myerstown: 

Re s i d e n t i a 1 

A Medium-Density D i s t r i c t  which would m a i n t a i n  and p r o t e c t  s i m i l a r  
e x i s t i n g  neighborhood r e s i d e n t i a l  developxent .  

A H igh -Dens i t y  D i s t r i c t  p e r m i t t i n g  t w o - f a m i l y  development w h i l e  
m a i n t a i n i n g  e x i s t i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  areas i n  which a t tached  houses 
a r e  l oca ted .  

A High-Densi ty  D i s t r i c t  designed t o  p r o v i d e  s t i i t a b l e  areas f o r  
townhouse and garden- type apartment deveiopment w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  
adeqtiate open space w i t h  suburban c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  

Comme rc i a 1. 

A L i m i t e d  Highway Commerce D i s t r i c t  a l l o w i n g  f o r  s t r i c t l y  c o n t r o l l e d  
a u t o m o b i l e - o r i e n t e d  commercial uses dependent upon adequate roadway 
access. 

A Community Shopping Center D i s t r i c t  des igned t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  
planned-unit-development o f  a l a r g e  regi.ona1 l y - o r i e n t e d  shopping 
f a c l l  i t y  s e r v i n g  seve ra l  communit ies. 

A C e n t r a l  Business D i s t r i c t  designed t o  accommodate and m a i n t a i n  
concent r a t e d  i n t e r -  r e l a t e d  p r i m a r y  conimerc i a l  a c t  i v i  t i e s .  

A d i s t r i c t  designed t o  p r o v i d e  areas f o r  Research and Eng ineer ing  
L a b o r a t o r i e s  and Adml n i s t  r a t  i v e  O f f  i ces;  

I ridijs t'r i a 1 
I 

A d i s t r i c t  des igned t o  accommodate Genera! I n d u s t r i a l  and Manufac- 
t u r i n g  uses conducted w i t h i n  an enc losed b u i l d i n g .  

A L i m i t e d  Manu fac tu r ing  d i s t r i c t  designed t o  encourage development 
f r e e  from no ise ,  smoke, and o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  f e a t u r e s .  

Other  

A s p e c i a l  d i s t r i c t  f o r  m o b i l e  home pa rks  which s e t s  s i t e  and i n d i v i d u a l  
lcc 1 i x i t a t i o n s  and p r o v i d z s  f o r  adequaxe t r a f f i c  f a c i  1 i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
pg rks .  
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R ESIDEN.TIA L DIS TRIC 7s 

ONE AND TWO ' FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 

R 2 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 

R 3 MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 

R 4  MCBILE HOME PARKS 

COMMERCIAL DIS mcrs 
c 1 GENERAL BUSINESS 

c 2 HIGHWAY ORIENTED BUSINESS 

c 3 SHOPPING CENTER 

c 4 GENERAL OFFICE AND RESEARCH 

INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS 

I 1 LIMITED MANUFACTURING 

12  GENERAL MANUFACTURING 

.oo 1/00 

. < . . I  I. r a t .  

MYERSTOWN BOROUGH 
LEBANON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 



Urban Renewal i s  t h e  term used t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  d i v e r s i f i e d  e f f o r t s  by l o c a l i t i e s ,  
w i t h  t h e  ' ass i s tance  o f  t h e  Federal  Government, f o r  t h e  e l  i m i n a t i o n  and p r e v e n t i o n  
o f  slums and b l i g h t ,  whether r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l ,  and t h e  removal o f  
t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c r e a t e  slums and b l i g h t , i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  I n  t h e  Housing Act  o f  
1949, as amended, a s  w e l l  as  i n  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  Congress has enacted a number 
o f  p r o v i s i o n s  wh ich  i n c l u d e  loans,  ,grants,  t e c h n i c a l  ass i s tance ,  and s p e c i a l  
mortgage ir!surar.ce i n  urban renewal areas, Taken t o g e t h e r  they  rep resen t  a " K i t  
o f  t o o l s "  making p o s s i b l e  a p a r t n e r s h i p  among l o c a l  governments, p . r i va te  e n t e r -  
p r i s e ,  c i t i z e n s ,  and t h e  Federal  Government i n  mount ing an o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  
slums and t h e  causes o f  urban b l i g h t ,  

Urban Renewal i s  a loc.al program - l o c a l l y  coDceived, planned, and executed. I t  
i s  a concer ted  e f f o r t  by a community, t h rough  i t s  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  resources, 
t o  p reven t  and c .o r rec t  uban b l i g h t  and decay arid t o  s e t  i n  mo t ion  lopg-range, 
p l  anned redevel  opment o f  b o t h  r e s i d e n t  i a1 and non- res  i dent i a1 neighborhoods I t 
has two main elements:  ( 1 )  Slum p r e v e n t i o n  throi-igh neighborhood c o n s e r v a t i o n  and 
r e h a b i l  i t a t i o n  o f  s t r u c t u r e s .  (2) Clearance and redevelopment o f  s t r u c t u r e s  and 
neighborhoods. 

Urban renewal p r o j e c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  6orough o f  Myerstown would be planned and c a r -  
r i e d  o u t  by t h e  Lebanon County Redevelopment A u t h o r i t y  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  
Commonwealth o f  Pennsylvania Redevelopment Law. 

Federal  a s s i s t a n c e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e l p  t h e  community c a r r y  oc;t i t s  p l a n  when 
l o c a l  resources a l o n e  a r e  n o t  adequate t o  do t h e  j o b .  To q u a l i f y  f o r  Federal  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  an urban renewal p r o j e c t ,  a community must adopt,  and have c e r t i f i e d  
by i h e  Sec re ta ry  o f  Housing and Urban Development a Workable Program f o r  Community 
Improvement, i n  which i t  commits i t s e l f  t o  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  c e r t a i n  o b j e c t i v e s .  

Through t h e  requ i  rement o f  a Workable Program f o r  Community Improvement, urban 
renewal p r o j e c t s  a r e  t i e d  t o  a broad and sys temat i c  e f f o r t  t o  e l i t n i p a t e  b l i g h t  
and p reven t  i t s  recu r rence  th rough  ( 1 )  codes and ord inances,  (2)  a comprehensive 
community p lan ,  (3 )  neighborhood analyses, (It)  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  (5)  
f i n a n c i n g  t h e  program, (6) housing f o r  d i s p l a c e d  f a m i l i e s ,  and (7)  c i t i z e n  p a r t i c i -  
p a t i o n .  

Cons ide r ing  t h e  h i g h  i nc idence  o f  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  b o t h  ccmmercial and res iden -  
t i a l  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  Myerstown, i t  i s  recommended t h a t  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  F e d e r a l l y  a ided  program be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

The f i r s t  p r o j e c t  should i n c l u d e  a l l  o r  
d i s t r i c t .  I t  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  Borough's 
i t s  main bus iness d i s t r i c t  be as conven 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  shou ld  i n c l u d e  spot  c l e a  
1 i t i o n  and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

p a r t  o f  t h e  Borough's c e n t r a l  bus iness 
p o s i t i o n  as a smal l  r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r  t h a t  
e n t  and a t t r a c t i v e  a s  p o s s i b l e .  Renewal 
ance and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  as w e l l  as deno- 
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Pub l  i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Corrlprehensive Plarl  does nc)T mean co inp le t i on  of p l a n n i n g  FCI- 
Hyerstown. 
has a t t a i n e d  a ' c e r t a i n  l e v e l .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  p l a n n i n g  p o l i c i e s  proposed, 
and t h e  codes and o rd inances  necessary t o  Imp!emcnt them, w i l l  have t o  be 
p resen ted  t o  t h e  gove rn ing  body f o r  i t s  c.ons1dc.rat ion and f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  hear-- 
i ngs  wh ich  a r e  r e q u i s i t e  t o  t h e  eriact.meni o f  an  ord inance.  Publ i c  acceptance 
w i l l  enab le  t h e  Borough t o  adopt t h e  policies proposed b y  t h e  P lann ing  Corn-' 
m i s s i o ,  t,o enact  t h e  ord inances,  at7d t o  1mp1ement s p e c i f ' i c  p l a n n i n g  .p roposa ls .  

I t  s i g n i f i e s  o n l y  t h a t  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  p l a n n i n g  a c t i v i t y  

C o n t i n u i n g  rev iew  o f  s p e c i f i c  problems and p roposa ls  forms an essential p a r t  o f  
t h e  p l a n n i n g  process. Implementat ion o f  t h e  p o l i c i e s  con ta ined  i n  t h e  p l a n  
w i l l  demand subsequenr and repeated r e - e v a l u a t i c n ,  a d d i t i o n  and d e l e t i o n ,  as 
c i rcumstances a l t e r '  w i t h i n  Hyc..r5:to\m. Spec i f l c .  p l a n s  and d e t a i l s  o f  p l a n s  may 
be expec.ted t o  a l t . e r  and t o  improve s t e a d i l y . .  I t  is t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l  i t y  of t h e  
P lann ing  Commission t o  see t h a t  t hey  do, and that .  t h e y  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e f l e c t  
e s t a b l i s h e d  po l  i c y  d e c i s i m s ,  I f  p a r t i c u l a r  p'rch!-?m.s cannot  be s o l v e d  i n  the 
l i g h t  of sdch p o l i c i e s ,  changes or  a d d i t i o n s  w i l l  be necessary i n  p o l i c y ,  and 
these  w i l l  once aga in  be s u b j e c t  t o  approval  b y  t h e  Borough Counci l  and by t h e  
pub1 i c .  . .  

. .  

In t h e  1 i g h t  o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  wh ich  have alr ,eady been made, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  can be 
1 i s t e d  as s p e c i f i c  problem:; demandiFg a t t e n t i o n  f rom t h e  P lann ing  Comrnissi.on as 
p a r t  of t h e  c o n t i n i r i n g  p lanni r !g  process:  

The o f f i c i a l  map of t h e  Borough w i l l  have t o  b e  updated and t h e  
changes v a r i  f i ecl a!id adopted, 

The proposed zon ing  o rd inance  w i l l  h a e  'io be reviewed, a p u b l i c  h e a r l n g  
h e l d  concern i zg  i t s  adopt:ion, and adopted by t h e  gove rn ing  body as w i l l  . 
t h e  proposed c.hanges t o  t h e  s u b d i v i s l o n  r e g d l a t l o n ,  

A housing c.ode and a b u i l d i n g  code shoiJ1d. be w r i t t e n  arid adopted. 

C o n t i n u i n g  awareness o f  deve lop ing  t r e n d s  i n  su r round ing  communit ies, which 
w i l l  have an impact on t h e  Borough must: be ma in ta ined ,  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  c l o s e  
c o n t a c t  should be ma in ta ined  w i t h  t h e  Coanty and S t a t e  Highway Depar tnents  
so t h a t  t h e  s t u d i e s  and proposa. ls made i n  t,he c i r c u l a t i o n  p l a n  can be. con- 
s i d e r e d  and implemented. 

A c t i v e  e x , p l o r a t l o n  
undertaken, so t h a  
more e f f e c t i v e  bas 

Plans f o r  a c q u i s i t  
t h e  i r imp rovement , 
uses w i l l  be a bas 

o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  i r l t e r - m u n i c i p a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  ~ u s t  be 

s t han  t h a t  o f  upaided m u n i c i p a l  e f f o r t ,  
p l a n n i n g  t o  meet r e g i o n a l  problems can proceed Oil a 

on o f  lands f o r  p u b l i c  pi.!rposes, a t i m e  schedule f o r  
and i n  some cases d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r i m  
c. d u t y  of t h e  Planning Cornmission. 

1 
I 

68 



The P lann ing  Comillission s h o u l d  develop an annual ca lendar  which would es- 
t a b l i s h  t a r g e t  dates f o r  s p e c i f i c  p l a n n i n g  a c t i o n .  

The P lann ing  Conimissiot! ~.hcxi ld prepare v e r y  s i m p l e  mon th l y  or  q u a r t e r l y  
.check1 i s t s  o f  r e p o r t s  wh ich  c o u l d  be p r o v i d e d  t c  t h e  Planning Commission 
f rom var ' ious departments.  O f  g r e a t e s t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a r e  such records a s  
r:umber of b u i  l d i n g  pE:i-mits issued,  changes i n  assessment data,  r e p b r c e l -  
i z a t i o n  o f  land,  ' q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t s  on t a x  r e t u r n s ,  s t a t u s  o f  bonded i n -  
debt.edness, number and l o c a t i o n  o f  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  and o t h e r  m a t t e r s  
of t h i s  na tu re .  T h i s  da ta  c o u l d  b e  tabulat .ed and analyzed as c o l l e c t e d  by 
t l l e  P lann ing  Commission and thus  become a m a t t e r  o f  record.  

R e g u l a r l y  scheduled meel ings on a q u a r t e r l y  o r  semi-annual b a s i s  between 
t h e  Borough Counci l  and P lann ing  Commission should be h e l d  t o  rev iew  Plan- 
n i n g  Commission a c t i v i t i e s ,  needs, and programs and t o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  govern iny body i n  sc reen ing  m a t t e r s  o f  Mun ic ipa l  impor- 
tance t h a t  should go th rough  t h e  Planr l ing Commission p r i o r  t o  Counci l  
a c t i  on. 

'i-he Planning Commission should submit a p r o j e c t e d  p l a n n i n g  program a n n u a l l y ,  
e lxphasiz ing t h e  p l a v n i n g  needs f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  year i n  l i g h t  o f  p r o j e c t e d  
P lznn ing  Corn;.iission involvement.  Such annual j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i n  an annual re-  
p o r t  would g i v e  t h e  Borough t h e  necessary background m a t e r i a l  t o  e v a l e a t e  
budget needs f o r  t h e  Planning Commission f o r  t h e  coming year .  

The Planning Cornmission and Borough Counci l '  should i n i t i a t e  a c t i o n  th ro i j gh  
t h e  County redevelopment agency f o r  Urban Renewal programs f o r  Myerstown. 
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The i ' la i in ing Commission should avai l  i t s e l f  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  h e l p  i n  
c a r r y i n g  o u t  i t s  c o n t i n u i n g  p l a n n i n g  program, 
o f  a l t e r ' n s t e  methods. 

T h i s  can be done th rough  a number 

R e t e n t i o n  o f  a Planning Consul tant  on an o n - c a l l ,  month ly  o r  annual b a s i s ,  
The c o s t  of  such s e r v i c e s  would v a r y  dependent upon t h e  d e s i r e d  s e r v i c e s  
t o  be performed and t h e  amount o f  t i m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o  
t h e  community. 

The Borough c o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of employing a p l a n n i n g  s t a f f  
meniber who would b e  a v a i l a b l e  on a f u l l - t i m e  o r  p a r t - t i m e  b a s i s  t o  work 
w i t h  t h e  P lann ing  Commission and govern ing body. An a l t e r n a t e  approach 
i i l ight  be t h e  h i r i n g  o f  a Planning D i r e c t o r  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  one o r  more 
z d j a c e n t  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  Under such an arrangement, Myerstown would be 
responsible f o r  a p r o r a t e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  annual budget f o r  a Planning O f f i c e  
and would r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e s  based on a p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  P l a n n e r ' s  T ine.  

Myerstown m igh t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Lebanon 
County Planning Coiiimission on a pel- diem, month ly  r e t a i n e r ,  o r  annual b a s i s .  
l 'he use o f  the County s t a f f  would, o f  course,  be dependent upon t h e i r  a v a i l -  
a b i l i t y  of l o c a l  p l a n n i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  work as opposed t o  County p!anning. 
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